
































The UFO Phenomena
Edward Ashpole , 1995 210pp inc photos
£18.99 Headline Books

I have just been accused by one
reviewer of ripping readers off for selling a
304pp book for £1 less than this volume costs
(as if authors had any say in pricing anyhow).
Still T guess you'd have lo regard Ashpole's
book as pretty expensive - certainly when you
think that for just £1.01 more you would get
CD Bryan's at over twice the pagination. But
it has not stopped this book from selling. Ive
seen it in many shops and libraries already.

Why? To be honest I dont reaily
know. The cover and title is a bit naff (and not
really intended to convey a plurality of
solutions - ie phenomena instead of
phenomenon). Its billed as a scientific look at
the evidence for extraterrestrial contacts. The
blurh -, getting sillier by the minute from
publishers these days - professes this to be the'
first ever book to take a comprehensive look at
UFOs. In 200 pages? Do me a favour,

Ashpole is a former science teacher.
A couple of years ago he wrote a quite
interesting look at the search for
extraterrestrial intellipence (SETI) by way of
radio astronomy - which had the distinction of
taking UFOs seriously enough to devole a
chapter not dismissive of them. Here he has
effectively turned the book on its head and
written a look at the search for extraterrestrial
UFQs (SETU) which also takes SETI seriously
and so mixes in loads of stuff on that.

The books dedication sets the tone. It
is made to all ETs out there! His first chapter
debates Rendlesham. It most be based on the
years of research into_this case and the long
quotes come from somewere (and | suspect
they are not Ashpoles first hand interviews).
But he doesnt make clear where he gets it all
. from. It comes in a straight ETH style,

Later we see he is scathing and
dismissive of some UFOlogists who go beyond
thee ETH and look for ‘pseudo-scientific’
aspects. [ take it he means psychic and
psycho-social ideas - but its not wholly clear.
What is clear is that he believes ET is the way
to go to assess the UFO evidence and his book
is utterly built around that premise.

Having said that it has a good chapter
on Hessdalen and there is a detailed review of
the Trans-en-Provence case. Ashpole knows
his UFOlogy better than most non UFOlogists.
' In a sense this book is rather like
what that infamous UFO Quest by Alan Watts
should have been - a sericus and legitimate
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attempt to put the ETH into a modemn context.
We are treated to lots of stuff about space
probes, Drake equations.theories why aliens
would avoid us or come here and sprinklings
of UFO cases interlaced. It is actually quite
illuminating to see UFOlogy in this
way,compared with SETI and astrophysics
from a writer who is clearly well able to accept
alien spaceships but finds abductees stories
often much harder 1o believe.

The book also scores two firsts, It is
the first to devote a chapier to Roy Duttons
'how to predict a UFO sighting' theory - for
which you need a degree in maths but which
Ashpole takes a fair shot at explaining to you .
It is also the first in print to discuss the
Roswell film - although [ suspect before he
saw it. His views are on the fence (but mostly
negative) and are coupled with a laughable,
presumably press inspired, account of
BUFORA allegedly analysing the film in
March 1995 - when they certainly never had
any film to analyse .It would have fared better
if time for retrospection had been allowed.

Yet,despite its failings,and there are
some,this is a book that has no obvious
competitor on the market and is well worth a
look for that reason alone. It probably makes
the best job so far of sensibly arguing the pure
ETH 'space visitors' theory. Agree or disagree
there was room for a book that did that.

Alicns: The final Answer?
David Barclay,i995 192pp  illlus
£9.99 softhack  Blandford

David Barclay from Yorkshire edited
a UFO joumal with some unusual theories a
few years back;although he was taken ill and [
have not seen it in a while. This is a sequel to
a book Barclay edited a couple of years back
which included some good chapters from fine
UK UFOlogists (the pieces by Joe Dormer and
Robert Moore particularly spring to mind),
This time Barclay writes alone to offer his
'startling’ theory about alien contacts.

You really have to follow this concept
through as it unfolds to work out whether it is
perceptive and feasible or the biggest load of
old cobblers anyone has put in print in a UFQ
book. I have heard both comments from
readers of this text - so it stirs up the
emotions! Time travel and super intelligent
dinosaurs figure in there somewhere - beyond
which T will let you decide for yourself..

What it certainly can be called is
different. [t an entertaining and mind
stretching (not to say mind boggeling) read.



MORE WELSH WONDERS

Investigations by Margaret Fry
& Industrial esp-ionage is case 9440
and occurred on 12 May 1994 a
Denbigh.Clwyd.  Several wilnesses are
involved - which required much detective
work by MF to track down. But not all were
willing to talk. The security manager of the
industrial estate was one cxample,who feared
to lose his job i he cooperated in public,

" The events began around 23.30 and
involve a man and a woman who spotied a
small craft about 15 feet in diameter over the
Colmendy Industrial complex. They could
easily follow its slow pace above the rooflops
simply by walking after it. They then called
oul to the security guard and ail three followed
the object as il passed over a timber yard It
was lost when it suddenly vanished near a
quarry.

The object was described as cloudy
white with lights around its nm. There was a
dark circle in the centre with a mauve
coloured light that yurned green as it flew by.
Its shape was akin to a donut and it was no
more than 20 feet above their heads.

MF thinks there may be more to this
case and many other witnesses from the

terraced housing on the A 525. But only two
further witnesses were willing to talk - a
woman chatting with a friend visiting [rom
Scotland as they washed the dishes in the
kitchen. It was around midnight. They spolted
a series of white ovals that flew over and
dimmed as if an unseen line crossed them and
cut off the glow. One by one they faded and
when the final oval (of about 16) went out the
first reappearcd again. It is unclear whether
these were separate objects or windows on an
unseen craft.

This was a potentially promising but
frustrating case involving a small hill
community who were reluctant to talk. [ can
sympathise with Margaret as [ know Denbigh
well. For some years my brother lived at
Henllan - a village about a mile outside the
town - and [ spent some time staying there.t
is a very light lipped place, I also saw a UFO
(just a LITS) whilst [ was there (reported in
NUN I8 years ago those of you with very long
memories!)

Case 9441 followed on 27 June 1994
and involved a woman laking her dog for a
walk around 23.00 near the quarry as above A
very large object hovered above this near
Bodfari.

It turned orange.then redand moved
slightly from side to side. She watched it for
20 minutes before returning home, Apparently
many locals in the area have seen UFQOs,

Case 9440 Case 9443

A further report,case 9442.involved
the TV mast - also at Bodfari - as seen from
the village of Llandyrnog. It was 03.40 on 13
July 1994 and Mr G got up to go to the toilet
when he saw a big white object near the
mast.[t reminded him of a chandclier. His wife
was woken and they watched it slowly sink
and rise [or about 30 minutes.

Independently  reported  at  about
04.00 that night Miss B at Llanfair D C got up
lo go to the toilet and she also saw a large
white oval. She left it still hovering there at
04.15 and returned (0 bed.

If anybody has an astronomical
computer programme [ would suggest they run
the possibility of venus or jupiter being visible
on this date, Sounds like an option here.

Finally,case 9443, lakes us back to the
A 525 at Denbigh at 18.00 on 11 October
1994, This time the visitor was our old friend
the giant triangle.

Once again the object approached
from the Colmendy Industrial estale and
crossed the road, narrowly avoiding the roof of
a Shell garage!

Onc witness was returning home
from Rhyl where he works as a computer
expert. He estimated that the object was
around 75 feet in length,

The triangle was studded with blue
and while lights along all three sides. A bright
while light was at the top apex and there were
two larger and more diffuse lights nearer the
base.

MF expresses concern about the way
in which so much valuable information fails to
reach the public. Witnesses are still unwilling
to risk talking about their sightings,
particularly in areas like this where to do so
could soon diminish ones reputation in the
village community.

She urges that we continue to fight to
bring the truth 1o the publoic by educating
them as to the realities of UFOs. Even the
local librarian clammed up afler her
encounicr,such was the lack of awareness.



BRIEF CASES

UFOs PHOTOGRAHED OVER HUMBER
9529 March 1995 Humbleton, Humberside

The image below is a representation
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based on a photograph taken by Mr O 1o give
an idea as (o what it looks like, He spotted two
white ovals in the sky at 01.00 as he returned
home and look one quick snap before they
silently drifted off in the direction of
Aldbrough and the east coast. Mr O,whom
sceptics will love to hear is a fabricator by
profession (evidently it is a job in the
chemical industry) was at first convinced that
the glow,which illuminated the back of his
house very brilliantlyhad come f[rom a
helicopter. But the silence and the amount of
light cast out as the ovals passed overhead
soon removed that thought. Any ideas?

CLOSE ENCOUNTER OVER WIGAN
9530 9 April 1995 Parbold,Lancashire

Five young women were returning
from a night out in Southport when they had
the shock of their lives,

It was well after midnight as they
took the dual carriageway near Parbold and a
bright light appeared between some trees.As
they approached it was evident that the light
emerged from a craft hovering low above a
field At this proximity they could see that it
was ringed with lights and had a translucent
feel to it. They estimate it was about 40 or 50
feet across.

As they drove away the object seemed
to give chase but after about 3 minutes
sireaked into the sky at a fantastic speed.
However,moments later it accelerated back
down and took station beside them yet again.

There may be more to this case,but
. the women (who called Manchester Airport
next marning) do not seem to want lo be
named.

GOING FOR A BURTON
9531 13 April 1995 Burton on Trent,Staffs

Two teenage plane spotlers began a
UFO alent when waltching aircraft from their
bedroom window at 22.15. Suddenly some
strange lighls appeared out of nowhere.

There were four of them,forming a
square, with a pulsating red glow in the
middle. They hovered over the Toyola car
factocy and made a faint buzzing noise as they
curved away,revealing the underside of the
craft.

As the object began to move off
towards Swadlincote the Burton police
received further calls from mystified local
residents. Several said the noise resembled a
very quiet aircraft.

East Midlands Airpot had no
assistance to offer;although the idea of a
powered microlight or even a helicopter seems
to spring to mind.

9532 22 April 1995 Telford Shropshire

An 82 year old retired schoolteacher
from Trench - Mrs W - was puzzled by her
encounter at 04.30 this day. So intrigued was
she that she contacted an airport,who routed
her to RAF West Drayton,who then put her
onto Kerry Philpott at the MoD,who advised
she talk 1w the Royal Greenwich
Observatory,who gave up and sent her to
Jodrell Bank - from whom she finally found
me. Full marks for persistence certainly!

The thing she saw was not terribly
spectacular - a flickering,star like light that
drifted south to north across the sky,taking
about 3 minutes to cross the Wreldn. 1 tried to
suggest an artificial satellite,even a high flying
aircraft,but she scemed sur¢ it was not. She
was also adamant that a policeman at
Bridgnorth had scen it too but was afraid o
talk.

I checked this out, Indeed,there was a
sighting but it was made fo (not by) a PC at
Brndgnorth. It was also not connected with her
sighting. Indeed, this other event happened just
after midnight on 25 March.

In this case a man at Morville saw a
large black oblong shape that moved at great
speed across the sky from a stabding start. The
police found him credible but he was reluctant
to give his name or commit himself to making
a public report. By the time the Bridgnorth
police officer reached the site the UFO had
long since disappeared.



UFO SEEN FROM ATLANTIS
9533 15 May 1995 Scarborough,N Yorks

A man on the esplanade at this
seaside resort waitched a large mass of white
light float overhead and out to sea. His report
in the local press provoked numerous other
people to back him up.

Mr G.a security guard at Atlantis in
the North Bay (1) says he heard a sirange
noise as the light appeared overhead.

Many others confirned that they had
at first assumed the light was an aircraft but
rejected. the explanation as it meandered
across the sky. The local RAF base ruled out
any aerial activity as a source,

9534 28 May 1995 Lymm,Cheshire

Thanks to Roy Sandbach for this
report. A youth reporied secing a [lashing
white light at 23.45 which was later joined by
two others that fleww around the sky for some
45 minutes. They appear to have tesembled
aircraft. He claims that his radio scanner
picked up strange sounding voices whilst the
lights were visible.

9535 311 May 1995 Seamer, North Yorks

Two 17 year olds on a camping trip
fled the site near Seamer railway station when
a UFO flooded the sky. They were waiting for
some friends about 22.30 when a huge white
light surrounded them and several oblong
shiapes appeared briefly in the sky,

An independent report came from a
man walking his dog at Ebberston. The
witness who was a college lecturer from
Brighouse on holiday (not called Andy
Roberts [ trust!) said the light was shaped like
a rocket. It was a brilliant flourescent colour
and sped across the sky in just a couple of
seconds, He thought at first that it was a
shooting star but it was too low - at no greater
altitude than an aircaft he contends.

In my view it is probable that this
was a bright meteor and that thw open
countryside and large nature of the bolide
created the illusion that it was lower down in
the sky than it really was.

9536 31° May 1995 Humberside

More reports on the same date (but
about two hours later), These were witnessed
by half a dozen independent people around
Hull and were certainly not a meteor.

A nurse at Castle Hill saw a series of
odd flashing lights, Others were out walking
dogs or getting ready to lock their houses up,

Mrs K of Beverley had one of the
most interesting sightings. She saw a long
cylindrical object with a row of lights along
the edge.It moved without sound.

At Skidby two bright headlights were
seen drifting through the air before suddenly
disappearing.

The most logical solution for these
sightings would seem to be an airship. But it
appears improbable that the local police and
RAF Leconfield would be unaware of the
presence of such an object in the area.

9537 31 May 1995 Currie,West Lothian

This Scottish case is reported by Ron
Halliday of SEMR and seems 1o have occurred
(at about 00.05) at more or less the same time
as the Hull sightings.

Mrs H looked out of her window and
gasped in amazement as two brilliant yellow
headlights came towards her, This sounds just
like the report from Skidby, Mrs H rejects the
theory that it was a plane because it was too
big bright and fast. There was also no sound
despite its low altitude,

As she went to train binoculars onto
the thing she looked away. Upon watching
again the object was moving off - with just one
small light now fading into the distance.

9538 1 Junel995 Liitleton,Cheshire

Eric Morris of BUSC claims that
strange things have been poing on at this
village on the edge of Chester. Once again the
report sounds rather like the ones that are
described in the cases above.

A leenage girl doing her homework
saw a long cylibdrical object with lights on the
side. It crossed the A 55.

Eric Morris claims thar his car radio
went dead as he drove towards the location of
this sighting om his investigation. Then it
began to emit weird morse code like bleeps.
Afterwards it worked perfectly.

Morris adds that some circular arcas
of flattened crop were found in the Gelds
adjacent to the Littleton sighting on
examination. These were 'partial crop circles',
A complex pictogram formation was reported

in felds at Littleton about 7 weeks later.

Readers of 'Crop Circles:A Mystery
Solved' will note reference to circles in felds
in this same location dating back to 1978,



Implants: A brief story

A word of caution regarding alien
implants (see report carlier in this issuc). It
comes in the form of a fascinating (and
sobering) short story (that is - as in a story
about shorts) found in Focus magazine,

It sccms that an eight year old boy
from the USA claimed an abduction in 1955 -
although it was many years before the full
truth emerged about that awful night. This
was the discovery that the alicn abductors (or
space nickers,] suppose you could call them)
had implanied something beneath  his
underpants - actually inside his penis.

The shocking truth about this close
encounter of the pomographic kind only
emerged decades later when the implant fell
out - alowing a briefanalysis to be conducted.

The implant was 4 mm long and 1
mm wide. Sadly,the investigation did not
reveal anvthing extrolerrestrinl. ET had not
gone where no ET had gone belore, The thing
froin outer space was in fact dead human cells
that had calcified around shards of a very old
piece of cotlon undenvear.

Undaunted,one UFOlogist informed
the disappointed research team that this was
not the end of the line for this picce of vital
evidence. For studies of implants had already
shown that the aliens were capable of
disguising their devious electronic wonders as
ordinary bodily detritus - of which a picce of
underpimt might not be out of the question.

Aside from what this tells us about
the credibility of some UFO rescarchers - if
the UFOlogist cited (whom | wont embarrass
by identifying) really did say this - we also
face the touchy problem of getting to the -er -
botiom of any future alien implant,

Just think 1 can contact the media
and present my very expensive metal crown -
whicl,despite the best efforts of dental
science,fell oul mysteriously a short while ago.
11 obviously is not a crown at allbul absolute
proof = as many have been sayving all along -
that 1 am not of this earth. (Well - actally
they usually say - you are mot all there - but it
means much the same | guess). No matter that
analysis will reveal il is composed of ordinary
substances found in  most  orthodontists
surgerics. The aliens do things like that.

Mow about that blister on my lefi
toe...the one 1 thought 1 got walking around
Australiz,,.Aha - now [ know the truth. Where
did I put that number for Fox (well pay a
fortune for any old alien rubbish) TV.

Local groups in the north

Seatland

SP1 41 The Braes Tullibody Scotland  FRI02TT
SRUFO 129 Lanpton Vw Eaz Calder EH53 ORE
SEMR 35 Fountain Rd Bridge of Allan FK9 440

Morth East
NUFORI 14 Looghira Drive Newcagle NEI3 6JW
CONNECT 5 Siocks Hill Menston likley  1.529 6ND

North West

NLUFOIG #9 Bare Lane hMorecambe  LA4 6RN
LAPIS 293 Devonshire Rd Bladpool — FY20TW
NANO * 3 Grosvenor Rd  Conglaun CWI12 4P0
(*NUFON files with NARD- for access call 01942 604265)
North AMidlonds

PRA 94 The Circle Smfin Derby DE24 9HR
GREEN DRAGON 24 Nab Hill Dr Leek  ST13 8EE
EMUFORA £ Roosa Close Notwnghum — NG6 THL

South Midlands
PARASRCH 79 Sandringham Hd Stourbridpe DYV 8 5111
HURG 20 Ryelmds Strect Hereford HR4 OLB

Wales

FEDERATION Hox 43 Rhyl Clwyd LLIE 1YW

WINTER ATTRACTIONS

A number of coming evenls to keep
you busy during the winter months viz:-

6 January 1996 Falkirk Town Mall
Scotland A joint SPI/Quest one day
conference with Graham Birdsall and Tony
Dodd of Quest alongside Malcolm Robinson
from SP1. Will look ai both Scottish and
overseas cases.  Tickets £5. Call
01758:752218 or SPl on 01259:724033

‘Then on the evening of 27 January
1996 Samuel Platis Centre Trafford Whard
Road Trafford Park Manchester NARO
will stage an event to look at north-west
activity. Doors open at 7pm. Lectures by Jenny
Randles (UFCs & the cover up), Peter Hough
{on supematural happenings) and a NARO
leam presentation on the new well attesied
Rochdale poliergeist. Tickets £5 or full deails
viz SAE 1w 3 Paignion Dnve Sale
Manchester M33 5H1. Or Tel: 01942-604265

Finally, NLUFOIG stage a 'Plunctarty
Connections' day on 18 February 1996
Headway Hotel Marine R4 Morccambe.
2 - 1) mn - John Holman (Abductions), Mile
Oram (living with ET) Jenny Randles (time
travel), Hein Van Beusekom (Crop Circles).
Tickets £10 (inc buffet). SAE to NLUFOIG
address above or Tel: 01524: 423760

Coming up (see next NUN) April
20421 London FT convenrion.. Nick Pope,
Dennis Stacy.etc. Details via Fortean Times,



