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EDITORIAL NOTES 
Plans for The Cerealogist 

DESPITE DELAYS IN the product�on of 
this issue of The Cerealogist, we have great 
plans for the future of the magazine. Though 
these have yet to be finalised, it is intended 
to expand the scope of the magazine and 
there will be new faces joining the editorial 
and production functions. Full details of 
these changes will be given in our next issue 
which \\'ill appear in the autumn. These 
changes are not uncmmected with the 
apparent disintegration of CCCS; letters of 
resignation from three leading members of 
CCCS have been sent to The Cerealogist for 
publication (see pages 16-17). 

llowever, we hasten to reassure readers 
that we have no intention of losing sight of 
our primary interest which is, of course, the 
crop circles. The magazine is now closely 
associated with the Cropcircle Connector 
web site on the Internet. For those who are 
unfamiliar with this electronic treasure 
house of cerealogy, let me briefly review 
this unique web site. It is the brainchild of 
Mark Fussell and Stuart Dike (who live in 
Bristol and in Bath). It contains at least 
200 high quality colour images of crop 
fonnations dating from 1978 to the present 
day, including several photos of the 1996 
formations. The Connector consists of over 
300 pages of infonnation (i.e. 15+ Mega
bytes), images of the crop circles and even 
real audio soundbytes. It is visited by at 
least 1000 "web surfers" a week and 
receives e-mail from all over the world. It is 
among the top 5% of web sites as regards 
popularity and has won a number of prizes. 

Its URL is :- http://www.hub.co.uk/ 
intercafe/cropcircle/c01mector.html 

The Cerealogis(s associated web page is 
to be found at:- http://www.hub.co.uk/ 
intercafe/cropcircle/page 12.htmJ 

There are of course other crop circle web 
sites, such as Paul Vigay's site (http:// 
rainbow.medberry.com/enigma/index.htmJ), 
which is more concerned with crop circle 
research and surveys. There is also the crop 
circle newsgroup on USENET known as :-

AL T.PARANORMAL.CROP-CIRCLES 
This can be accessed by anyone if it is listed 
on their Internet server. We will naturally 
give more information on all of these Inter
net developments in due course. 

Items in this issue 

The appearance of the first English crop 
circles of 1996 was late by usual standards 
and by mid-June there were many fewer 
formations than there often have been in 
recent years. First found was a formation in 
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rape near Cambridge. I t  was soon followed 
by a six-petalled design, much in the style of 
Julian Richardson, at Silbury Hill. On June 
17th a huge "double helix" formation was 
found at Alton Barnes. These 1996 circles 
are covered in Reports & Sketches (p. 24 ). 

In our last issue dowser Michael Newark 
waxed almost lyrical about the Stratford 
"Eye", a huge formation which appeared in 
July 1995 close to the site of the Phoenix 
pop festival. On the basis of his dowsing, 
he said that the formation was "a truly 
wonderful, genuine crop circle". 

In this issue Anthony Harding reveals 
that this design was in fact an almost exact 
replica of the logo of Pitch Shifter, a band 
who were performing at the festival within 
sight of the crop formation that had been 
made some days previously. 

Where this leaves Michael's claim it was 
a genuine circle, we are not sure. According 
to information reaching The Cerealogist, this 
formation was commissioned either by the 
band or on their behalf, and was executed by 
an accomplished circle faker whose name is 
familiar. But, of course, we can't prove that 
and Pitch Shifter deny this is the case. 

Another interesting item is a new inter
pretation, by Simon Burton, of the famous 
"Milk Hill Script" of 199 I' (see page 23). 
Although Professor Gerald Hawkins, who 
previously offered us "OPPONO ASTOS" 
(which translates as "I oppose acts of craft 
and cunning [ = hoaxes]"), is not impressed, 
we hope that this will stimulate further 
detective work by readers. In Summer 1993 
The Cerealogist (issue #9) offered a prize of 
£I 00 for a more plausible interpretation of 
the script. We felt that the correct answer 
would be self-evident as with the answer to 
a Times Crossword clue. However we still 
believe that it is premature to award this 
prize and we hope there will be other 
interpretations forthcoming. 

Whatever the origin of this precisely laid 
formation, those who saw it had little doubt 
that it embodied some coded meaning. If, as 
sceptics believe, all the crop formations are 
man-made, the maker of the Milk Hill Script 
must know that meaning and he, or she, is in 
a strong position to lay claim to the £100. 

Crop art vs. crop graffiti 

In my article "0 what a tangled web we 
weave ... " in The Cerealogist, issue# 13, I 
examined the question of whether man-made 
crop circles should be considered as art or 
not. It was mentioned that crop art was 
already an established art form but that such 
ceuvres were produced openly and with the 
fanner's permission by named crop artists. 

Without denying that many man-made 
circles are artistic, their surreptitious noct
urnal creation, and their anonymity, sadly 
relegates them to the category of graffiti. 

In this context we should perhaps comp
are well known circlefakers such as Doug & 
Dave , Richardson, lrving, Lundberg, Dickin
son and Kenworthy to a recently convicted 
graffiti vandal named Simon Sunderland. 
Sunderland, aged 23, was convicted of crim
inal damage in March 1996 and sentenced to 
five years in jail, where he will presumably 
have to stare at four blank walls. 

CON17NUED ON PAGE 26 

Front Cover: Mysterious Si/bury Hill rises 
above a cropfield in which is imprinted one 
of the 1996 circles (seep 24). The flat-topped 
mound, 130ft high, was built over 4500 years 
ago supposedly as burial place of King Si/ (or 
le/) but no remains have been found there. 
From July 1988 it has been a focus for the 
crop circles and the article ')4 Quiet Night at 
Si/bury Hill", about crop-watching in 1990, 
can be found on p 3. (Photo: Steve AJexander) 
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' 'A QUIET NIGHT AT S ILBURY HILL'' 
George Wingfield recalls the excitement, the confusion and the bewilderment 
of cropwatching back in 1990 when enthusiasm for the circles was unabated. 

SIX SUMMERS AGO crop circle fever in 
England was at its height. For the frrst time 
huge pictograms were appearing in the 
wheatfields ofHampshire and Wiltshire and 
people came from all over the country to 
look at and experience these extraordinary 
markings in the corn. In July 1 990 a vast 
double dumb-bell pictogram appeared at 
Alton Bames. This drew crowds of visitors 
and received worldwide press attention. It 
was this formation that was depicted on the 
jacket of the famous Led Zeppelin album 
and this image epitomised the 1 990 crop 
circles. 

At that time very few considered the 
formations could possibly be man-made and 
some respectable scientists were openly 
engaged in researching the phenomenon. 
The order of the day was the "circles 
watch", using expensive cameras and video 
recording equipment, which it was hoped 
would in due course catch the ultimate 
prize: a circle caught on film during its 
formation. But that was to prove impossi
bly elusive. While Dr Terence Meaden 
concentrated his circles watches on Silbury 
Hill, Colin Andrews and Pat Delgado set up 
camp in July 1 990 near Bratton Castle, not 
far from the Westbury White Horse - a 
landmark carved in the chalk hillside which 
can be seen for miles around. 

Their surveillance project, known as 
Operation Blackbird, was sponsored by 
BBC TV (Pebble Mill) and Nippon TV. 
The hoaxed circles which appeared half a 
mile from their cameras at 3.30 am on July 
25th were the subject of an article 1 in 
Cerea/ogist #2 and the resulting fiasco is 
well known. However the identity of the 
perpetrators of this hoax is still a mystery. 
At the time there were indications that the 
army may have been involved in making 
these circles but another very possible 
candidate was George V em on ( a.k.a 
"Merlin") of Bristol, together with a friend. 

Not only did the Army loan two soldiers 
to Project Blackbird to assist in the 
surveillance, but they also secretly placed 
soldiers in camouflaged positions on the 
hillside nearby to keep watch with night 
vision equipment. Someone who came 
across one such concealed soldier with a 
blackened face in a hide was very alarmed 
and frankly amazed at the way he had made 
himself virtually invisible. It seems likely 
this was a man who had received sniper 
training at the Army's School of Infantry in 
nearby Warminster. One hopes that on this 

occasion he left behind his high-powered 
7.62 mm L96 A l  rifle ! 

Other cropwatchers in the Avebury and 
Silbury Hill area occasionally encountered 
patrols of two or three soldiers late at night 
or saw men in khaki in concealed positions. 
Most of this was going on in July 1 990 on 
private farmland, rather than in the usual 
military training areas. In the same area, and 
on the Ridgeway to the east and north of 
Avebury, cropwatchers on several occasions 

The 1990 pictogram near East Kennett 
which pointed directly at Si/bury Hill 

were overflown late at night by military 
Chinook helicopters, sometimes flying with 
all their external lights switched off, and 
sometimes with spotlights shining down at 
those on the ground below. 

This makes a nonsense of claims that the 
military and the government had no interest 
in the crop circles at the time. What they 
thought caused the circles was never 
revealed, though some government officials 
did pay lip service to Dr Meaden' s 
atmospheric vortex theories. It certainly 
appeared that the government took the 
circles seriously then and they used the 
military to try to fmd out what or who was 
making them. This is entirely consistent 
with a report2 that a government meeting 
between three ministerial departments 

(Defence,AgricultureandEnviromnent) 
took place later that year to review the 
subject of the crop circles. 

A pictogram at Silbury 

On Lammas Eve (July 3 1 st) John and 
Rachel Martineau and a friend called Simon 
Whalley walked to Silbury Hill to carry out 
a night watch there. John had dreamed that 
a crop circle would appear there on either 
July 25/26th (which had not occurred) or on 
this night. They climbed the hill quietly in 

the dark and were amazed to fmd near the 
summit three soldiers in khaki, who were 
concealed in the long grass, and were 
watching through a night-sight a man at 

' West Kennett Long Barrow, half a mile 
away to the south-east. 

The soldiers were embarrassed and 
obviously annoyed that John had discovered 
them before they had spotted him coming. 
They asked him what he was doing there 
and he told them he was cropwatching. He 
asked them the same question, to which 
they did not reply directly, muttering 
something about night exercises. However, 
from what was said, it was plain that they 
had come over from Operation Blackbird at 
Bratton and were there to watch out for 
circles. They moved off shortly afterwards. 

John and his friends were then joined by 
an American who was the man seen on the 
Long Barrow earlier. It seemed that he was 
a shamanic type, not a New Ager, but 
someone who wandered in the wilds, often 
just eating roots and nettles. He too had 
dreamed of a crop circle at Silbury Hill. 

After watching for a while they decided 
to sleep on the hill and it seems that they all 
slept soundly - very soundly indeed. 

When John awoke shortly before dawn 
he quickly became aware that there was a 
new formation in the barleyfield opposite, 
scarcely a hundred yards away to the south. 
The American, who was from Oregon, also 
awoke and said "It's come, it's come!. The 
circle I dreamed of is here!" They rushed 
down the hill and crossed the road into the 
field. There lay a large pictogram which had 
defmitely not been there on the previous 
evening. It consisted of three tidy circles in 
line with a connecting passage between them 
- a triple dumb-bell shape� nearby was a 
small 'satellite' circle, carefully positioned a 
short distance from the main axis, and about 
10-20 smaller 'grapeshot' in between the 
formation and Silbury Hill. 

THE CEREALOGIST # 1 6  • THREE 



John walked barefoot in the pictogram 

and afterwards said that it was as if his feet 
had been sunburnt from below. Whether or 

not this indicated the presence of some 

energy effect which had produced the 

formation is open to debate. Within 
minutes a large twin rotor Chinook military 
helicopter appeared from the west and 
hovered low over the formation in the early 
morning light. As its engines roared forty 

feet above, one of its crew could be seen 

taking photographs of both the formation 
and John who was walking in it. 

The formation obliterated 

Whether or not the three soldiers had stayed 

in the vicinity of Silbury Hill for the rest of 
the night or whether they had summoned 
the Chinook helicopter, we cannot tell. Had 
they perhaps made the formation ? The 
origin of this circle like almost all that were 
appearing in Wiltshire at that time remains a 
mystery. Not long after it was fully light 

Terence Meaden arrived and photographed 

the formation from the top of Silbury Hill. 
This photo appears in his book Circles 

from the Sky3 : a very poor photograph but 

the only one I know. The reason no further 

photos were taken was that the farmer 

arrived shortly afterwards with a combine 

harvester and cut all the crop in the field 
thus destroying the pictogram (Meaden 
says this happened the next day). In view 
of the military presence it was rumoured at 
the time that the Army had ordered the 

farmer to cut the crop in the field and to 

obliterate the formation but the fact remains 
that the crop was actually ready for 
harvesting on August I st anyway. 

A curious footnote is that an almost iden
tical triple dumb-bell was one of the first to 
appear in this area the next year. This was 

at A vebury Trusloe in June 1991 and the 
formation also had two small grapeshot off

set on one side. It was as if the circlemakers 

felt obliged to repeat this design at the start 

of the next season since almost everyone 

had missed seeing it at Silbury Hill in 1990. 

The planetary conjunction 

Two weeks later, on August 13th, I went to 
Silbury Hill to take part in a watch, having 

heard there were plans for many people to 

stay for an all night vigil timed to coincide 
with the close conjunction of the bright 
planets Jupiter and Venus. This was 
supposedly the closest that the planets 

would be seen to approach each other in the 

sky for two thousand years, appearing just 

Crop circles at Si/bury Hill in 1988, in roughly the position of those found on August 1st 1990 
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two and a half minutes o f  arc apart. However 
most people had been out watching on the 

previous night, a Sunday, and few intended 

to stay out this night. What connection a 

planetary conjunction had with the crop 

circles was anyone's guess. 

Isabelle Kingston said that she would not 
join me on Silbury Hill and several others 
who had earlier thought of staying up had 
now thought better of it. The only volunteer 
to stay out late was Isabelle' s son Edward, 

then aged nearly thirteen. I said to him, "I 

guess there will just be us. It looks as if it's 
going to be a quiet night at Silbury Hill". 

When it was getting dark we drove up the 
long track from West Kennett to All 
Canning's Down. To the east of this track, 

a little way towards East Kennett, lay the 

vast pictogram which had appeared in late 
July. Consisting of four great circles in line 
(and a number of lesser ones) it pointed 
directly at Silbury Hill a mile away. Similar 
in design to the other great pictograms at 
Alton Barnes and Milk Hill which were 
found two weeks earlier, this one also had 
'boxes', 'claws' and 'fmgers' attached to its 
main body. It was the most incredible sight. 

Further up the track was another huge 
formation which had been created by the 

pop group KLF. This was known to be 

man-made and from the air it could be seen 
to be in the form ofKLF's logo: a pyramid 

crossed by a ghettoblaster. Farmer David 
Read had allowed KLF' s Bill Drummond 
and Jimmy Cauty and two others to make 
this formation which was then photo
graphed from the air for use in a 'prom 
video' they were making. 

Generally it was known that the KLF 

circle was a fake but the others in the area 
were considered to be genuine. Whether or 



not they were, no person has yet been 
identified as creator of the large double 
pictograms that appeared on both sides of 
the Wansdyke in July 1 990. 

Vigil on Silbury Hill 

We sat for a time in the KLF fomation 
watching the night sky and wondering 
whether we would see anything that might 
give a clue to the origin of the circles. Thin 
cloud curtained the night sky but the stars 
were easily visible through this and from 
time to time small meteors sped silently 
across the sky looking almost as if they 
were travelling below these clouds. These 
were almost certainly Perseid meteors which 
are seen at that time of year. 

At midnight we went to Silbury Hill to 
start our watch, climbing to the 1 30 ft 
summit of this mysterious ancient mound. 
Everything was indeed 
quiet and nothing 
moved in the fields 
below. Many, if not 
most, of these 
wheatfields had 
already been harvested 
since the swruner had 
been hot and the 
harvest was early. 
Nevertheless a few of 
the crop circle 
formations remained 
uncut including that 
pictogram a mile away 
to the south-east near 
East Kennett. 

a mile from us and once again hovered very 
near the ground. When it moved off again 
we saw that all of its lights bad been turned 
off and it was hardly visible to us. It could 
not however disguise its engine noise. 
Flying very low it then headed back to the 
pictogram. Flying with no lights at night so 
close to the ground seemed dangerous, if not 
foolhardy. Could tile purpose be to allow 
use of night vision equipment by those on 
board? If so, were the crew trying to spot 
whoever or whatever was responsible for 
making the crop circles? 

An unexpected shock 

Twice more the massive Chinook helicopter 
completed this circuit in the dark, going 
again to the first position and then returning 
to the pictogram. It flew without lights 
until eventually these were turned on again 

judged the Chinook bad hovered or landed. 
The wheat in that field bad been cut but 
much of it was laid out on the ground. This 
looked to have been blown about by the 
Chinook but nothing was left behind there. 

Then we saw the flashing light. A small 
winking light could be seen about two 
hundred yards further on at the edge of a 
wood. What on earth was this ? Was it 
connected with the helicopter's visit? Or 
something altogether more mysterious? 

With hearts pounding we slowly crept 
towards the light unsure what lay ahead. 
Once we drew nearer other small winking 
lights became visible nearby. With extreme 
caution and stealth we approached the 
wood. I stood a few paces from Edward 
and suddenly saw a shower of sparks pass 
between the wet grass on which he had just 
trodden and the perimeter fence. 

He reached out and then let out a cry of 
pain as he touched an 
electrified wire. At 
that moment the air 
was filled with a 
cacophony of 
squawks and the 
sound of a hundred 
beating wings. The 
sudden noise was 
terrifying and 
deafening. 

After a moment of 
sheer Gothic terror, 
we were able to laugh 
at the sudden realis

� ation that this was 
� nothing other than a 
� well-protected 
>- pheasant rearing pen. 

',-,:'""'·:. •.!.,,·�-.. �. • � The surrounding 
�-":':� • : j:Q electrifiedfencing and � � ·- .... .;;" �/' · ! 

flashing roadlarnps 

About half an hour 
after our arrival we 
heard the distinctive 
throb of an approach
ing Chinook helicop
ter. It flew near 
Silbury Hill and then 
wheeled away 

Pole-shot view showing the huge pictogram near East Kennett found in late July 1990 were intended to 

towards a point about half a mile south
west of us where it descended towards 
ground level. The roar of the engines and 
the noise of its twin rotors remained 
constant as it hovered, or possibly even set 
down, in a field just over the brow of a 
slight hill. For minutes it stayed there, then 
rose and flew directly towards the East 
Kennett pictogram. Again it performed this 
manoeuvre, hovering very low over the 
ground for several minutes. 

In the dark we could not see what the 
Chinook was up to but its interest in the 
pictogram seemed undoubted. Posssibly 
men or equipment were being unloaded? If 
so, this was on private farmland and not 
military territory, like Salisbury Plain, 
where one might reasonably expect such 

exercises to occur. 
Next, it flew back to the original spot half 

and it flew away to the east. At one time 
three small meteors flew across the sky 
from different directions seemingly converg
ing on the low flying Chinook. Coincidental 
maybe, but this looked peculiar. One would 
have expected meteors to diverge from one 
point in the sky rather than converge 
towards the same position. Were these 
really meteors, one was forced to wonder? 

Edward and I immediately decided to 
visit the point where the helicopter had 
hovered to see whether men or equipment 
had been left in the field. To get there we 
passed through the field opposite Silbury 
Hill where John Martineau' s pictogram had 
been found two weeks earlier. The swirls of 
these circles could still be seen imprinted in 
the stubble but it was difficult to make out 
the full shape. 

We soon reached the place where we 

discourage nocturnal 
visitors, especially 

foxes. Instead, it had drawn us mesmerised 
towards it and we had inadvertently 
disturbed the hordes of feathered inmates. 
We beat a hasty retreat. 

Mistaken identity 

Our "quiet night" on Silbury Hill was 
developing in the most unexpected ways. 
Worse however was to follow. 

We walked back towards Silbury Hill by 
way of the main A4 road. There was no 
traffic but nearly level with Silbury, at a 
place where there was no footpath, a van 
approached us at speed. I grabbed Edward 
and pulled him towards the side of the road, 
fearing he might be struck by it. The van 
braked and stopped just up ahead. A face 

peered back at us in the dark. The van re
versed a few yards, then the driver, evidently 
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changing his mind. sped off into the night. 
We barely gave it a second thought. 

At Silbmy Hill again everything was 
quiet and there was no further sign of 
anything happening either in the sky or in 
the fields. Should we call it a night and pack 
up? No, we decided; we would go and look 
at the East Kennett pictogram and see if the 
occupants of the Chinook had left behind 
any sign of what they had been up to. 

We drove once more up the track and 

walked across the fields and into the circles 
of this huge pictogram. There were no new 
circles in the wheat or any sign of fresh 
intrusion. Nothing disturbed the silence and 
a myriad ofbright stars shone down from 
the night sky. Now risen in the east were 

Venus and Jupiter, the two planets in close 
conjWlction, presenting a most brilliant 
spectacle. 

As with most cropwatches or sky
watches the hours passed slowly and I must 

have dozed stretched out on the flattened 

crop with my eyes turned to the heavens. 

Edward suddenly drew attention to what 
looked like a bright searchlight piercing the 
sky from the direction of Silbmy Hill. We 
saw the flicker of other flashing lights near it 
and there was what sounded like vehicle 
engines, distant voices, and much activity. 

What on earth was happening there at 3 
am ? This time it really looked as if the 
Martians had landed! A grand scale operation, 
reminiscent of the UFO landing at Devils 
Tower in the movie Close Encounters, was 
obviously afoot. Were the military up to 

something connected with the circles? 
For a time we watched as beams from the 

groWld probed the darkness a mile away. On 
the still night air one could just hear the 
distant chatter of exchanged radio communi
cations and what could have been shouted 
commands. What could this be? Obviously 

we had to go and see what was going on. 
Driving slowly, and with some trepida

tion, along the A4 road we were amazed to 
fmd police and police vehicles everywhere 
near Silbmy. There were vans and trucks, 
searchlights, men with tracker dogs. I 

turned and drove back past the hill a second 
time. It looked as if half the Wiltshire police 
force had been summoned from their beds. 

The fugitive 

An idea was forming in my head. Mon
day's TV news had been full of the story of 
Gemma Lawrence, aged 7, who had been 
abducted from a caravan at West Bay, near 
Bridport, at 4.30 am on Sunday August 

12th. Now nearly 48 hours later she was 

still missing and police in the West Country 

were on full alert to fmd her. Could it be 

that the van driver who had paused to peer 
at us in the dark two hours earlier had 
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mistaken Edward, who was of slight build, 
for Gemma and assumed that I was the 
abductor, even though we were 80 miles 
from Bridport? 

Turning the car once more, I drove back 
to Silbmy and into the public car park 
where most of the police vehicles were 
stationed. Edward was sitting beside me 
and I would put this suggestion to the police 
there and see what they said. I wound 
down the car window and called to the 

nearest policeman, asking him what was 
going on. "None of your business, sir.", he 
replied. "Just move along and take your 
vehicle out of here." I tried once more but 
this time the burly cop told me to get lost in 
no uncertain terms. 

I drove away disconcerted by the sharp 
rebuff but increasingly certain that this was 
indeed the correct solution. I dropped off 
Edward at his home near Marlborough and 

then drove back towards my home in 

Somerset, but being extremely tired, decided 

to sleep in the car which I parked at a spot 

near the Westbmy White Horse. 
When I awoke, the sun was already high 

in the sky. The events of the previous night 
seeemed totally unreal in recollection and I 
shuddered at the possiblity that I might now 
be a fugitive, sought by every policeman in 

the coWltry. I drove to a phone box and 
called my office in Bristol to see whether 
anyone had tried to contact me. 

"Yes, indeed", said my secretary, ''there 
were two policemen here looking for you 
earlier. They looked really grim. You 

haven't gone and . . .  done anything, have 

you . . .  ?''. Her voice trailed off. She gave 
me their number to call. Evidently one of 
the police had taken my car number at 
Silbury Hill and this had been traced through 
the DVLC computer in Swansea. 

Repeated attempts to get through to 

these officers came to no avail but eventu
ally I managed to leave a message for them. 
The police had also visited my house and, 
failing to fmd 
me, asked 
my neigh

bours what 
they knew 
about Mr 
Wingfield. 
"He's a 
strange 
man", they 
said. 
"Spends a 

.lot of his 
time wand
ering around 

cornfields 
late at 

night. " 

day came some good news that was music 
to this fugitive's ears. Little Gemma had 
been found alive and well in a disused 
bungalow near Bridport. A man had been 
arrested in connection with her abduction 

and was later charged. She had been missing 
for 56 hours. 

I called the police again and now it was 
plain that they accepted my story or else 

they had just lost interest in me. In the 

newspapers the next day a brief item tucked 

away on an inside page reported: "At 2.45 
am on Tuesday, a full scale police search 
was launched at Silbmy Hill [for Gemma 
Lawrence] using officers, tracking dogs and 
helicopters. It was to be a false alarm called 
off at 10.20 am after it turned out to be a 

man and a boy on a quest for 'corn circles'." 
Has any circlefaker ever attracted such 

attention from the police during the course 
of his nocturnal labours? I doubt it, and I 

fmd it highly ironical that innocent crop

watchers could inadvertently spark off a 

full scale manhunt like this. 

Were Edward and I any the wiser about 
the origin of the crop circles after our night 
at Silbmy Hill? Not one jot, and I suspect 
the same went for the crew of the military 
Chinook (which was not in any way 
connected with the later police operation)! 

Nevertheless this night had shown just how 
easy it is for people, including ourselves, to 
jump to entirely wrong conclusions. 
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A STRANGE YEAR FOR U.S . CROP 

CIRCL ES : TRACKING DOWN THE 

AMERICAN EVENTS OF 1995 
Larry Newnam reviews the American crop circle scene in 1995 and describes 
his investigation of some puzzling and elusive formations which were found 

LOYAL READERS OF The Cerealogist 
will no doubt experience sympathy (or 
delight) when I say that American crop 
circle research can lead to the same state of 
ideological bewilderment as that engendered 
by repeated exposure to the English 
phenomenon. 

Unlike our British counterparts, how
ever, U.S. researchers don't  have to contend 
with the same metaphysical guerrilla war
fare that plays out on the Wessex landscape 
each summer. The sheer size of the North 
American arena changes the game consider
ably. In the context of paranormal (or 
paranoid) activity, the U.S. is a big sky 
country full of cattle mutilations, alien 
abductions, flying saucer crash sites and 
secret underground bases. The American 
media abandoned the crop circle story at the 
end of Act IT, when Doug and Dave took the 
spotlight. Ironically, this was about the 
same time that crop circles began to appear 
in North America. 

During the early 90s, several U.S.  and 
Canadian crop circle organizations such as 
the Center for North American Crop Circle 
Studies made valiant attempts at data 
collection, but ultimately could not sustain 
themselves. In many regions, there were no 
crop circle "experts" to speak of, and it fell 
to the local UFO research organizations to 
compile crop circle reports. Although 
we've come through the first half of the 
decade with some impressive U.S.  crop 
circle events, much of the data and opinion 
was contaminated by the subjectivity of 
investigators who saw the phenomenon 
only through the lens of ufology. Concepts 
of earth mysteries, ley lines and dowsing are 
more alien than the Greys, or the Pleiadians, 
to many Americans. 

Colin Andrews and his Circles Phenom
enon Research International ( CPR) organiza
tion maintains what is probably the most 
comprehensive list of worldwide forma
tions. This database lists reports of U.S. 
crop circles dating back to the 1960s, though 
there is not sufficient data to really draw 
conclusions about many of these reports. 
For an American researcher, the simple act 
of identifying a crop circle and obtaining an 
aerial photograph is a great victory. 

It' s possible, perhaps likely, that most 

U.S. crop circles go unrecognized, or 
unreported. American farmers simply don't  
know about the phenomenon, much less 
how to go about reporting an incident. This 
past summer I talked with one farmer in 
Iowa, who had no idea what a crop circle 
was, and was perplexed at the attention paid 
to a huge "eye" shape that had been dis
covered in his cornfield. Logic (if that applies 
here) suggests that the majority ofU.S. crop 
circles may be occurring in the mid western 
farm belt states, which have farms of several 
thousand acres in size. This speculation 
doesn't take into account factors related to 
ley lines, the earth grid, Native American 
sites, nuclear reactors and other possible 
links to crop circle appearances. For now, 
the clear leader in crop circle activity is the 
Pacific Northwest - the states of Washing
ton and Oregon. Other states with signifi
cant reports have tended to be in the more 
populated regions along both coasts 
(California, New York, South Carolina, etc.). 

Of course the U.S. has more than its fair 
share of adolescent behavior and public 
pranks, so hoaxing occurs here, as in England. 
For instance, my investigations into alleged 
crop circles in Bad Axe, Michigan (great 
name, isn't it?) revealed two factors which 
lead to suspicion: ( 1 )  the formations were 
alongside a highway, and, (2) the formations 
closely resembled the hatchet design of the 
local high school football team. 

US events in 1995 

So, how many crop circles are happening in 
the U.S.? In past years, the number has 
averaged between five and twenty per year, 
depending on the information source. The 
Centre for Crop Circle Studies -U.S. Net
work, of which I am a State Coordinator, 
officially reported three formations for the 
summer of 1 995.  CPR International lists 
two. However, the number should and will 
increase, based on after -the-fact investiga
tions of several late summer reports. More 
often than not, crop circles are investigated 
through the detective-like work of tracking 
down witnesses and pictures long after the 
fields are harvested. Interestingly, a majority 
of the crop circle reports did fmd their way 
to the BL T Research Team, and many 

samples were sent to W.C. Levengood's 
laboratory for analysis. The results suggest 

that we're dealing with the same worldwide 
phenomenon, but as in England, there are 
not sufficient scientific resources to develop 
the protocols and controls necessary to 
settle the arguments once and for all. 

Last year, anticipation for a good summer 
ofU.S .  formations had followed 1 994's 
Washington state pictograms. Similar 
landscape anomalies, such as "ice circles" 
and "sand circles" had also been identified 
(and photographed) in the U.S. during 1 994. 
Both the CCCS-U.S.  Network and the BLT 
(Burke, Levengood, Tal bott) Research T earn 
had done outreach in preparation for what 
everyone hoped would be a watershed crop 
circle season for the U.S.  As Americans, we 
had long felt "circle-envy" over the super
ior English pictograms, and secretly hoped 
that we would fmally come into our own. 

The season started in April in Lebanon, 
Oregon, with a simple 1 1  foot circle with a 
three foot standing center in wheat. The 
game was afoot! With this being my first 
year in the State Coordinator role, I ran out 
and bought all the equipment that I thought 
necessary for field investigation in my 
region. This included a compass, string, 
stakes, camera, dowsing rods and U.S.  
geological survey maps. I stood ready to 
dash out the door at a moment's notice, 
hoping perhaps to have a pictogram named 
in my honor. 

The months of May and June were full 
of tantalizing reports of activity in the 
Midwest, but no CCCS investigators had 
been able personally to get to the sites in 
time. (Only one CCCS Coordinator lives 
less than 1 000 miles from some of these 
mid western sites). 

When I saw that Oklahoma had reported 
formations, my imagination leaped to 
conclusions that the inscrutable "Circle
makers" were sending us messages in 
response to the dastardly Oklahoma City 
terrorist bombing the previous year. Other 
reports suggested that there were enormous 
alignments connecting the various mid
westem crop circles. We also had one juicy 
rumor that a New Mexico ranch owned by 
Ted Turner and Jane Fonda had hosted a 
crop circle, but that investigators were not 
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In the dumb-bel/formation near Inman, Kansas,found in June 1995. Photo: Stace Tussel 

being allowed entry. 
As CCCS-U.S. Coordinators (Branch 

Convenors) faxed rumors and reports 
amongst ourselves, I saw that my 
neighboring state of Maryland had report
edly hosted "giant rectangles"! I was 
mortified to fmd that this was taking place 
so close to me (a three hour drive at the 
most) and I was not certain of either the 
source or the location! I put out an all

points bulletin trying to gather more 
information, but it only trickled in slowly. I 

began to hear Linda Moulton Howe's name 
in association with the Maryland crop 
circles, and I knew that she lived in nearby 
southeastern Pennsylvania. I wrote to 
Linda and my heart sank as each week 
passed with no response. Time was passing 

and I could not fmd the location of these 
giant rectangles in my neigh boring state! 
What was I to do with crop circle investiga-
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tion kit! To make matters worse, as July 
approached, more and more of the U.S. 
researchers were making their way to 
England- to the crop circle motherland, 
and their U.S. posts would go unmanned 
for a few weeks. 

The Maryland formations 

Finally, in July I got a clue from Nancy 

Talbott of the BLT Research Team. The 
Maryland crop circles were near Elkton, 

Maryland, which was in the northeastern 
part of the state, near the top of the 
Chesapeake Bay. For me, this just rubbed 
salt in my wounds, for I had relatives living 
near this area, and knew the region well. 
Later that month, I was given a second clue 
that a local MUFON (Mutual UFO 

Network) coordinator named George 
Reynolds had been involved in the crop 

circle investigation there. 
A few weeks later, I did fmally get to see 

the sites after they had been harvested. I 
had reserved a plane and pilot, but they 

were not needed. Yet there was plenty to 
see . Of three fields that had a variety of 
irregular shapes, there were many dried 
wheat stalks showing the classic "blown 
nodes". George Reynolds had a slew of 
stories about UFO sightings, physical and 
psychological effects, camera failures, 
magnetic fluctuations and blue lights. His 
pictures, which had been taken on slide and 
print film using two cameras, also showed a 
surprising number of photographic anoma
lies, including blue lights, orange lights and 

grey "blobs". Reportedly, Linda Moulton 

Howe had been similarly impressed when 

she had arrived to assist George with the 
plant sampling for Dr. Levengood. 

What I was learning here was how to be a 
U.S. crop circle researcher. I realized that 
I'd have to build a name and reputation 
before people would know to notify me of 
local events. I was also learning that the 
critical task was to track down any aerial 
photographs and newspaper stories that 
might have accompanied the events. I was 
happy to come away from my Maryland 
investigation with a video interview of 

George Reynolds, a few blown nodes, and 
three local newspaper reports. I felt glad 
that I'd even accomplished that much when, 
several months later, I received BLT lab's 
analysis of the Maryland sites. This report, 
Number# 51 (Blue Ball, Maryland, USA), 
states at the outset that "the energy
induced, node alterations in the Maryland 
formations far exceed the levels recorded 
within any of the other 150+ formations 
examined in this laboratory." 

The next report after Maryland came to 
me in August, when a friend relayed to me 

that her houseguests had seen a crop circle 
report on a Huntsville, Alabama, TV news 
station. Bracing myself for a skyrocketing 
phone bill, I began calling the major 
television network affiliates in Huntsville. 
In the U.S., you simply can't call and ask 
who did the crop circle story, because many 
producers or staff will think it's an agricul

tural story. Finally I reached the producer 
who was in charge of the Sunday night 
program which included a crop circle story. 
It wasn't from Alabama at all. It was a 

story picked off the wire from a network 
affiliate in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, at least a 

thousand miles away. 

The Iowa "Eye" 

After more calls, and more perplexed 
producers, I fmally tracked down the name 
of the fanner in Iowa in whose cornfields an 

"eye" had appeared on August 15th. 
Curiously, the fann was in Arlington, Iowa, 



which was next to a Fairfax, Iowa. I 
mention this because I live in Arlington 
County, Virginia, which is next to 

Fairfax County. These types of weird 
coincidences are strangely common in 
crop circle research. One doesn't know 
quite what to make of them, but they 
happen all too frequently to ignore. 

The farmer was happy to talk to me, 
and he did send me the local newspaper 
article, which clearly showed an "eye" 
shape carved out in the middle of a huge 
cornfield. If his "crop scout" hadn't 
stumbled into this formation, the farmer 
felt it unlikely that anyone would have 

ever seen it due to its distance from the 
road. Although the formation attracted 
attention, the only serious investigation 
came from Kevin Randle, a well know 
UFO researcher and author of books 
about the Roswell saucer crash incident. 
Mr. Randle had leaned towards a hoax 
explanation, but it' s not even clear if 

Randle knew much about crop circles. 
The farmer certainly didn't, and I was 
unable to get additional information or 
copies of videos from subsequent 
attempts at communication. It was 

interesting to note that news of this 
formation hadn't reached other CCCS 
investigators, and it made me wonder 
how many formations don't make their 
way into the CCCS or CPR Interna
tional files. 

While this was happening, I did hear 
other reports of crop circles in Virginia 

and Maryland, but they were after -the
fact reports that had taken weeks to 
filter through to me. I spoke with one 
woman in Virginia who talked strangely 
of colored designs in wild grass, but she 

was reluctant to provide me with further 
information. Meanwhile, George 
Reynolds was able to track down an 
amateur video of other Maryland events 
in nearby Chesapeake City. This part 
of Maryland near the mouth of the 
Chesapeake had experienced "shapes" 
or "events" in at least seven different 

fields during the months of May and 
June. Other investigations of Midwest 
formations were slowly making their 
way to me through the U.S.  postal 

system, the CCCS coordinators having 
exhausted their energy and budgets 

going to England. 

Santa Rosa, California 

In September, the same friend who told 
me of the Alabama news report casually 
mentioned that she "assumed" I knew 
about the Santa Rosa, California crop 
circle. Although the CCCS Coordina
tors were circulating a newspaper report 
at the time, I had not yet seen it. 

� 
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People examining the unexplained 55ft "eye " of flattened corn in afield near Arlington, Iowa. 
It was found by a man scouting the field for insects, disease and weeds. Observers suggest it 
was caused by a meteor, wind, a tornado, lightning, deer or pranksters. No one suggested UFOs. 

''No," I told my friend, "I don't know 
about this one." Not only did she furnish 
me with a personal reference, but this 
contact-person also happened to have a toll 
free 800 number and was a photographer as 
well! 

When I followed this thread of informa
tion I found myself drawn deeply into that 
vortex of doubt and· confusion that one gets 
when confronted with galactic strangeness in 
all its glory. I called the woman who lived 
in Santa Rosa and we struck up a quick 
friendship as she related to me a series of 
bizarre stories of alien visitation, levitation, 

and cosmic calling cards. The formation, if 
it's genuine, is probably the most precise 

American pictogram yet. It happened on a 
hillside in the wild grass of a fenced horse 
pasture within view of a highway. It was a 
triangle with three circles, suggestive of 
Barbury Castle symbolism. The owner had 
found handfuls of crystal or crystal-like 
glass at the center of each circle. 

Beyond that, all accounts of the forma
tion are almost too strange to decipher. My 
contact said that she felt the formation had 

appeared in April, but had not been revealed 

until months later. The July 30th newspa

per also verifies the owner's belief that the 
formation was noticed months before it 
became clearly evident to the public, when 
the wild grass mysteriously turned brown 
overnight. Both the rancher and other local 
agricultural experts felt that chemical agents 
wouldn't have acted so dramatically as to 
cause an immediate browning of the grass. 

By now, we were heading into October, 
and there were still occasional crop circle 
reports or photographs that were trickling 

in. I didn't see the full report and pictures 
of an Inman, Kansas "dumbbell" until 
November, but it had all the classic signs of 
being genuine. At the time of this writing, 
at least twelve different states had crop 
circle reports ranging from unsubstantiated 
rumor (New Mexico) to well documented 
events (Oregon). I suspect that more 
reports were filed with MUFON or other 
UFO investigators. 

My official crop circle investigation kit 
never got dirty, while my phone bill 
mushroomed. Yet the thing that strikes me 
the most about this past summer' s  adven

tures is a vague, nagging feeling that's  hard 
to articulate. Somehow, there seemed to be 
a psychic component associated with the 
phenomenon. Both the California and Iowa 
formations had found their way into my 
consciousness through routes entirely 
unrelated to crop circles and the CCCS. The 
Maryland and California events were full of 

strange and unsettling stories that did little 
to further the investigations, but still left me 
"wondering". I've had enough private 
conversations with British researchers to 

know that their lives are full of these anec

dotal tidbits that don't always make their 

way into the official research summaries. 
As for me, I haven't even begun to mention 
the strange phone calls and intergalactic 
characters that crossed my path during this 
research. It seems that the crop circle 'zone' 
is the twilight zone in the US, as in England. 
After years of research, I'm still grappling 

with the concept that this phenomenon 
might truly be as "real" as it sometimes 
seems. Nevertheless, I've packed my kit for 
1996 and I'm ready for one more year! 
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ARE ALL CROP CIRCLES MERELY 

HOAXES ? 
This was the question posed by Dr Alexander Imich in his $ 1,000 Prize Contest No. 6.  
First prize was won by Michael Chorost, whose essay is reprinted here with his permission. 

ON TillS SUBJECT there has been endless 
speculation. But far too often, it has been 

just speculation, based on what the specula
tors think is, or is not, humanly possible. 
Some investigators argue that the phenom

enon cannot be a hoax because there are too 
many formations, of too great complexity, 
to attribute to human agency. Who, they 
ask rhetorically, could or would make so 
many formations, so well? Others argue 
that the phenomenon must be a hoax, on the 
assumption that people can easily produce 
crop circles. These investigators ask, what 
other explanation could there be? 

Both of these arguments are deeply 
flawed. They are classic examples of 
"armchair investigation ."  Neither are 
based on data indicating the actual ease or 
difficulty of making (well-made) crop 
circles. 

What other sins have been committed? A 
major one is jumping to conclusions. A few 
people confess to hoaxing? Very well, then, 
the whole thing must be a hoax. The plants 
are flattened in intricate patterns? No one 
could be that precise, therefore it can't  be a 
hoax. Again, these conclusions are made 
from information which barely, if at all, 
supports them. 

So, in their disorganized pursuit of the 
truth, the vast majority of "investigators" 
have failed to gather basic data and have 
jumped to conclusions. In fact, the entire 
debate has too often resembled a group of 
comically inept detectives at a murder scene. 
They speculate at length on whom the 
murderer might have been and what he might 
have had in mind. They divide up into 
hostile factions and sneer at each other' s  
logic. Meanwhile, the scuffle-marks, 
footprints, and fingerprints all around them 
go neglected and unexamined. 

By this analogy I refer, of course, to the 
physical materials of crop circles. Unlike 
other "paranormal" phenomena, crop 
circles stay still and let themselves be 
examined at leisure. They are massive 
"fmgerprints. "  And yet no one was looking 
at the plants and soil in crop circles, asking: 
Have they been changed, in ways hoaxing 
could not produce? 

A "yes" answer would be of enormous 
importance. If confirmed by successive and 
well-disciplined experiments, it would 
constitute near-proof that an obviously 

artificial set of artifacts was not produced 
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by human beings. 
It is crucial to ask, as the contest title 

does, whether all crop circles are hoaxes, or 
whether only some of them are. There is no 
doubt in my mind that some crop circles are 

. hoaxes. My colleagues and I have seen 
many badly made crop circles which we 
strongly suspected to be hoaxes, and several 
individuals or groups have offered reason
ably persuasive evidence that a given 
formation was of their making. But this 
does not answer the question of whether all 
crop circles are hoaxes. It is possible, for 
example, that there is a genuine, non-hoaxed 
phenomenon at work, and that human 
beings are imitating it, with a fair degree of 
success. This is why "confessions" of 
hoaxing shed very little light on the real 
issue. The question has to be approached 
from the other end: can any crop circles be 
shown not to be hoaxed? 

Project Argus 

By 1991 the idea of a scientific expedition 
to answer this question was being discussed, 
increasingly seriously, among members of 
the crop circle community. My colleagues 
and I took encouragement from the words of 
Franc is Bacon, the great Renaissance 
philosopher of the scientific method. Bacon 
argued that the risk of failure had to be 
accepted bravely, because even an occa
sional success would outweigh many 
failures. In 1 620 he wrote in Novum 
Organum, "The risk attending want of 
success is not to be compared with that of 
neglecting the attempt� the former is 
attended with the loss of a little human 
labor, the latter with that of an immense 
benefit." We were more than willing to 
lose a little of our human labor, for the 
chance of grasping a benefit so immense that 

it boggled our provincial human imagina
tions. 

It was in this spirit that Project Argus 
was born. Its goal was to examine the 
physical materials of crop circles (that is, 
soil and plant matter) in an attempt to 
determine if they had been changed in ways 
that hoaxers could not easily accomplish. If 
we found such effects, in consistent and 
replicable ways, it would constitute 
persuasive evidence that whatever made 
crop circles employed energies beyond the 

range of hoaxers treading on the plants with 

wooden planks. 
Project Argus undertook the following 

kinds of experiments:-

Gamma-ray spectroscopy: To examine 
the soil for very short-lived (and there

fore, non-naturally occurring) isotopes 

Electron microscopy: To examine plant 
materia/for evidence of effects 
associated with flash-heating 

SeedgerminaJion tests: To compare 
seed growth from plants collected within 
and without crop circles, and compare 
in them the "pit sizes " in cellular walls 

DNA analysis: To examine plant DNA 
for evidence of damage by high-energy 
emissions (such as ultraviolet light or 
radiation) 

Magnetic surveys: To examine the area 
within and around crop circles for 

magnetic fields, especially ones whose 
shapes corresponded to the visible 
boundaries of the formations 

Electromagnetic field detection: Similar 
to the above, except testing/or a 
wider range of electromagnetic pheno

mena, including UHF and VHF 

Collection of local rainfall data: To 
note whether crop circles were made in 
all kinds of weather, or primarily in dry 
weather, as one would expect of hoaxers 

Recordkeeping of dates, locations: To 
record the dates and locations of crop 
circles for future analysis 

Many of our tests produced "negative" 
results, that is, data which revealed no 
anomalies, or no differences between 
samples and controls. This is notsurprising 

in an expedition as exploratory (and 
path breaking) as Project Argus. Other of 
our results, however, were quite striking. I 
shall focus on the results of three sets of 
data here: the hoax experiments, the rainfall 
data, and the magnetic studies. 

The hoax experiments 

We tried hoaxing a formation of our own, to 
see how physically difficult it was to do, 
and to fmd out if an experienced investigator 
would "fmger" it as a hoax or not. (The 



fanner's prior permission was obtained, and 
compensation was given out of the project 
ftmds.) 

We made our formation in the day, 
attempting to maximize quality rather than 
minimize detection. Our efforts left 
numerous footprints in the soil, and did 
considerable damage to the plants. An 
unknowing but experienced inspector 
declared the formation a hoax after a few 
minutes' inspection. 

Another set of hoax experiments was 
conducted by The Cerealogist magazine. 
They held a "hoaxing contest" in early July 
1992, in West Wycombe. Entrants were 
required to make a set-piece crop circle, 

designed to include the most complex 

phenomena seen in "good" crop circles. 
Eleven teams took up the challenge. The 
results were widely debated, but to my 
mind, the best of the entries was not as good 
as the best crop circles I'd seen. In a really 
well-made crop circle, the plants have a 
fluffy, springy quality, and one can easily 

insert one's hand between the flattened crop 
and the ground underneath. Walking 
through a well-made crop circle produces a 

Figure 1 . Magnetic Flux Data 
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l . (I'op left) Devil's Punchbowl, nr Wantage. 
Bartington MAGOJMC magnetometer used 

with A-D converter; sensor dragged through 
crop suspended from rope at 200-400cm height. 
Remarks: Large anomalies inside both circles 

loud crunching sound as stalks are broken. 
But here, even in the best entries, the plants 
were smashed flat against the ground, so 
that they had a dull, static appearance. 

illtimately, the hoax contest didn't prove 
much either way. The entrants might not 
have been as good as the best hoaxers; or 
they might not have been as good as the 
genuine phenomenon. At the end of the 
day, we were still left with conflicting 
subjective judgements. 

The rainfall data 

Records were kept of the rainfall each day in 
our immediate area. These were compared 
to our records of which formations were 

discovered each day during the summer. 
Thus we were able to make inferences as to 
which formations were made during wet 
weather. Such weather greatly increases the 
difficulty of successful hoaxing. It increases 
the difficulty of making a formation without 
leaving telltale mud splotches on the plants, 
and footprints in the soil. 

Our data shows that at least two forma
tions in the Project Argus area were very 

I 
I 

likely made in wet weather. Moreover, both 
of those formations were pristine and mud
free when frrst inspected, and they were 

superbly made. The plants were beautifully 
laid in patterns which resembled waves of 
water flowing into each other, and there was 
no evidence ofbroken stalks or stripped 
leaves. 

Does this mean that they could not have 
been hoaxed? No, but it greatly increases 
the difficulty of having hoaxed them 
successfully, and underscores the dedication 
required of the hypothesized hoaxers. 

The magnetic data 

The magnetic studies were performed with 
two different kinds of instruments. One 
was a hand-held fluxgatemagnetometer, 
which could be swept above the field, with 
the operator recording its readings at fixed 
intervals. The other was a magnetic 
susceptibility meter, which analyzed soil 
samples placed in it. A susceptibility meter 
tests how well a soil sample retains a 
magnetic field after it has been magnetized. 

The results show magnetic flux densities 
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2. (Bottom left) Draycot 
nr. A/ton Priors. 
Method: TheBartington 
MAGOJMC axis 
magnetometer was 
used. It was placed on 
the ground and then 
individual readings 
were recorded to be 
processed later. 
Remarks: Large 
anomalies on edge 
of circle. 
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3. (I'op right) Manor 
Farm nr A/ton Priors. 
[Ihe "Argus Test 
Hoax "formation] 
Method: TheBartington 
MAGOJMC axis 
magnetometer was 
used. It was placed on 
the ground and then 
individual readings 
were recorded to be 
processed later. 
Remarks: Varied peaks 
inside circle. Could be 
due to ferrous rock 
present in soil. Large 
anomalies found near 
the canal. This could 
be the result of soil 
replacement during the 
construction of the canal. 

4. (Bottom right) Fulbrook, nr. Buiford. 
Method: The Geoscan FM9 fluxgate gradio

meter was used surveying circle after harvest. 
Remarks: Large anomalies would almost 
suggest troces of an ancient hut-shaped dwelling. 
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and susceptibilities which are strongly 
correlated with the shapes of the forma
tions. The correlation is particularly evident 
in formations 1 ,  2, and 6, and somewhat in 
formation 4 (see Figure 1 . ) They are not 
evident at all in formation 3 . . . but formation 
3 is the one hoaxed by our own team! (The 
investigator, Kobus Nieuwmeijer, was not 
aware of this when he performed the test . )  

What does it  mean for there to  be a high 
magnetic flux density within a crop circle? 
It means, in layman's terms, that the soil 
within the crop circle is more highly 

magnetized than the soil without. There are 
at least two ways that this might occur. 
The soil inside might have a different 
composition, in terms of its distribution of 
elements, than the surrounding soil, and so 
have a different degree of magnetic flux 
density. This is in fact often the case above 
ancient foundations, which is why the 
technique is often used by archaeologists to 
locate buried ruins. 

The other possible explanation for high 
magnetic flux densities is that the phenom
enon itself generates a magnetic field while it 
makes a crop circle, and that the field is 

Figure 1 .  (continued) 

Magnetic Flux Data 

I\J 
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strong enough to magnetize the ferrites in 
the soil. If further research revealed high 
magnetic flux densities in a large number of 
crop circles, in a repeatable way, while not 
fmding them in known hoaxes, it would be 

very powerful evidence against hoax theory. 
It must be pointed out the sample size is 

small - too small to permit defmitive 
conclusions. It would take more experi
ments, with a variety of operators and 
instruments, to provide data which would 
stand up in court, as it were. It is also 
possible that there are "confounding" 
factors involved, which would produce 
positive results for reasons unrelated to any 
"real" phenomenon at work. Nonetheless, 
the results are striking enough to cast some 
doubt on the hoax theory. 

Conclusion 

The rainfall data and the magnetic data are, 
to my mind, the most interesting pieces of 
positive data which emerged from Project 
Argus. While not yet sufficient to destroy 
the hoax theory, they are enough to cast 
it under reasonable doubt. 

Whatever the ultimate outcome, Project 
Argus was and shall remain a landmark 
effort. It bypassed speculation and 
polemic, and sought to examine, as dispas
sionately as possible, the observable facts of 

the phenomenon. It takes a peculiar kind of 
courage, and a sturdy optimism, to set aside 
answers provided by the overly relaxed and 
the overly scornful, and ask if there may not 
be wonders out there, beyond their arm
chairs. Whether they are there to be found 
or not in any given inquiry is not the most 
important thing. The most important thing 
is the search itself, undertaken in skeptic
ism and hope: the rational investigation of 
mysteries. 
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5. (Fop Left) 'Venus ' formation, nr. Tawsmead Copse, A/ton Priors. 
Method: The Bartington MS2 Susceptibility meter and B3 6 sensor was 
used. 203 samples were collected from the soil, 2 cm deep. These were 
then sifted and weighed in at 10 g, and potted for use with the B3 6 sensor. 
Remarks: large areas of high susceptibility in and around formation -
suggests concentration of ferrous minerals. 

6. (Bottom left) Harrow Farm, nr. Froxfield. 

Method: The Bartington MAG03MC axis magnetometer was used. It 
was placed on the ground, then individual readings were recorded to be 
processed later. 
Remarks: Large anomalies inside the formation. 

7. (Below) Ogboume St George. 
Method: The Bartington MS2 Susceptibility meter and B3 6 sensor was 
used. 76 samples were collected from the soil, 2 cm deep. These were 
then sifted and potted for use with the B36 sensor. 
Remarks: High susceptibility inside and outside circle without the ring, 
and varied inside ringed circle. 
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THE HUNTING OF A SNARK ? 
John Haddington ponders the elusive quest for a ' solution' to the 
crop circles. He likens it, and, indeed, CCCS's role in it, to Lewis 

Carroll's famous Hunting of the Snark and has asked that some 
appropriate verses from that saga be included after his article. 

CROP CIRCLES HAVE always generated a 
certain controversy in their wake. Even 
when life was simple and the circles were 
circles, there was a division of opinion as to 
the source oftheir creation. The circles 
obliged researchers with whatever data they 
happened to be looking for. Annular rings 
for meteorologists, UFOs for the ufologists, 
dowsing effects for dowsers, weird effects 
for the weird, even birds for the ornitholo
gists. There was confirmation to be found 
for everyone's theory, and the cake seemed 
limitless in its composition. However none 
of this data could be said to hold proof 
positive for any single hypothesis. Exhaus
tive scientific tests have been carried out 
over the past few years and, although some 
of the results from these tests initially 
looked promising, there has never been any 
really satisfactory scientific explanation 
forthcoming as to the origin of crop circles. 

The Centre for Crop Circle Studies 
(CCCS) was founded in 1 990 as an umbrella 
organisation for research into the phenom
enon and subscriptions and donations given 
to the CCCS from interested parties were to 
go towards research, and the promulgation 
of information -concerning the annular 
occurrence of crop circles- in the pages of 
an in-house magazine, The Circular. How
ever, there seemed to be a conspiracy to 
upset this tidy arrangement, and, since 1 99 1  
- a  year after the foundation of the CCCS 
this conspiracy has gained momentum to the 
extent that hoax hypothesis has become the 
strongest contender as the most acceptable 
explanation for crop circles appearing in 
cultivated fields. However, as with other 
contenders, when one looks closely at this 
explanation, it holds no more water than any 
other. I can even argue that crop circles create 
the phenomenon ofUFOs, rather than vice 
versa, and have two good examples in mind. 

Sightings of UFOs 

In 1 990 there was a formation in the Scott
ish Borders at a village called Whitsome 
beside an ancient burial ground known as 
Doon's Law. In December 1 994 a UFO was 
observed hovering low down over a field no 
more than a quarter of a mile away from this 
site. In Northumberland in 1 993 some four 
circles were found in a field of barley near 
the villages ofOvington and Ovingham. In 
1 994 a UFO was observed over the village 

ofOvingham by three school-children, and 
in the same period another was seen by some 
witnesses, and photographed, over nearby 
Bellingham. Neitherphenomenonhad been 
observed to any extent in these immediate 
areas previously. Thus, here is an argument 
that crop circles may actually spawn UFOs! 

There is an intriguing side to Bellingham' s 
UFO event, for the person that took the 
photos of it had let it be known that he had 
these remarkable shots. He got a knock on 
his door one day soon afterwards and opened 
it to two gentlemen who clainied to have 
come from RAF Prestwick. They wished to 
see the negatives of the UFO photographs 
and to take them away for analysis. Luckily 
the photographer had lent them to a friend, 
and these men went away empty handed. 
Well, it just so happens that there is a small 
FU\F 'communications unit' attached to 
Prestwick, which is a civilian aiiport. Maybe 
these folk were related to the infamous Men
in-Black, who used to make a habit of pinch
ing such rare and controversial UFO material. 
Or had they tracked it on their equipment 
before it reached Northumberland? We may 
never know, but the UFO image can be seen 
on BUFORA's Web Page, having successfully 
evaded either MIBs or FU\F personnel. 

I would like to reflect for a moment on 
the subject of the origin ofUFOs and the 
evidence that there is for the possibility that 
these things are more to do with an earth
bound phenomenon than anything from the 
outer cosmos. Let us take the well known 
book written in the sixties by Arthur 
Shuttlewood, The Warminster Mystery. In 
this work the author reported that while out 
at night on frequent UFO watches he and 
his group observed at least once UFOs in 
the form of disks of light flying in formation 
into Cley Hill. In other words they did not 
crash on contact with the ground but simply 
seemed to disappear into the hillside. 

In 1 987 I telephoned a friend in Texas to 
ask her about UFO activity and what she 
knew about it, as she lived not so far away 
from Marfa (West Texas) where such 
luminosities are often seen. She recounted 
an experience that she had had as a teenager 
while driving down the highway between 
Fort Worth and Austin with a group of 
friends. They had encountered a very large 
grey torpedo-shaped craft with lit up port
holes that crossed slowly over the highway 
some two hundred yards in front of them. It 

was only a hWldred feet or so up in the air 
and, after it crossed the highway, it turned 
up on its nose and slowly sank into the field 
adjacent to the roadside. They stopped the 
car and got out for a look but there was 
absolutely no trace of the groWld being 
disturbed, in spite of the fact that this craft 
had the appearance ofbeing extremely solid. 

In Scotland, there is the now famous case 
of Robert Taylor, a forestry worker, who 
encountered something of a most bizarre 
nature while walking his dog in ymmg wood
lands at Dechmont Law near the town of 
Livingston. He saw a green luminous mist 
moving amongst the trees, and walked 
towards it to see what this curiosity could 
be. The mist began to concentrate itself into 
a glowing ball rising up out of the ground. It 
then transformed itself into something that 
looked like a solid dome-shaped craft with 
smaller ball-like objects attached. Two of 
these balls then detached themselves from 
the main body of the craft and approached 
Taylor who was by now standing in a some
what stunned state. He remembers little else 
of the incident as the ball-like objects hit him 
and he collapsed unconscious to the ground. 

When he came to, he had bad burns to his 
chest and his dog had vanished. There were 
strange marks on the ground in front of him 
like tank tracks but they came from nowhere 
and went nowhere, being just a short run of 
a few metres in length. The police were 
summoned and the whole place sealed off 
for a week while investigations proceeded. 
Mr Taylor was in hospital for a week and 
his dog, when found, was quite deranged. 
There is now a plaque at the spot where this 
strange incident happened, placed there by 
Livingston town council to commemorate 
this first significant and recorded encounter 
with a UFO in Scotland. 

Cattle mutilations 

The associated phenomenon of cattle 
mutilations, often linked with UFOs, that 
occurs largely in the USA has some aspects 
to it that.suggest an earthbound origin. 
Linda Moulton Howe who is acknowledged 
to be the foremost researcher into these 
cases told me a story of one particular 
rancher who had some fifty cattle mutilated 
on his land over a period of several years. 
He plotted the position of each carcass on a 
map and foWld that they had all occurred 
on a relatively small area of country. He 
therefore fenced off this area to prevent his 
cattle straying into it, and - lo and behold 
there was no more trouble of this kind on 
his ranch. I would strongly suggest that this 
fact indicates that, certainly in this case, 
there is evidence to suggest that whatever 
was attacking his steers was associated with 
the ground on which they had stood and not 
an airborne phenomenon which would be 
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tmimpeded by a wire fence. I have an idea 
for an experiment on this ranch. 

It would be interesting to set up cameras 
around this fence line and let a single steer 
wander off into these acres and follow its 
progress. Better still a remote camera and 
transmitter could be attached to the steer 
itself in order to record its fate from a 
distance. Perhaps a specially trained steer 
would have to be used in this experiment, 
and the camera placed in such a way that it 
would not be squashed when the animal sat 
down or rubbed up against trees or posts in 
the course of its wanderings. 

One would really need two cameras with 
wide angle lenses attached to the animal , 
front and rear in order to record all possible 
angles of attack, and with good low-light 
capability in the case of a night time raid. 
lbis steer' s  surveillance equipment could 
then be connected into a computer attached 
to the Internet and could have its own home 
page that could be viewed at any time by 
enthusiasts to see how things were going. 
This would provide a much more interesting 
site than "Coffee Machine'' or "Fish 
Tank", two of the more pointless Internet 
sites, where you can see the level of coffee 
in an office coffee pot somewhere in Calif
ornia, or similarly view tropical fish in their 
tank. Indeed, I can see that this experiment 
could become a most popular site, with 
people wanting to be in on the kill, so to 
speak. No doubt a most interesting steer's  
eye view of the countryside could be obtain
ed even if nothing dramatic ever happened 
to the wretched beast. The exact location of 
this experiment would have to be kept 
confidential to avoid pranksters dressed up 
as aliens annoying the steer and unduly 
alarming netheads. Let's  go for it, Linda! 

Luminosities & healing energies 

Such experiments have been doomed to 
failure when used for research into crop 
circles, although related phenomena such as 
luminosities have been recorded fairly 
frequently in the vicinity of crop circles in 
the past. An Internet visit to the "Circle
makers" ( =Circlefakers. --Ed. ) home page 
reveals a variety of incidents where those 
indulging in illicit nocturnal cerealogical 
activities have seen lights in nearby 
hedgerows, or the sky, and experienced the 
distinctly uneasy feeling ofbeing watched. 
It will be interesting to see how things 
develop this coming season. There have 
been many different experiments carried out 
by many different people on crop circles. 
The soil has been analysed. The fallen stalks 
examined in minute detail by microscopes, 
Kirlian photography, and many other 
techniques have been employed in the search 
for a scientifically acceptable common 

denominator to all crop circles. No generally 
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acceptable results have yet been obtained. tion, only a deeper understanding that grows 
over time as you examine the nature of the 
phenomenon. For some this breeds disillu
sionment as their attempts to quantify and 
pigeonhole the mystery end in inevitable 

failure, and they give up the quest. For 
others the game is entirely an illusion and 
they scoff at those who indulge in any 

Some people including myself felt that 
there was a healing and harmonic energy 
attached to the crop circles. However I 
must now revise this opinion as any 
positive healing energy should surely have 
rubbed off on those people most exposed to 
crop circles, namely those who visit crop 
formations far more than most - members 
of the Council of the CCCS. Whatever the 
reasons for the rift that has tom this 
organisation apart, there is anything but an 
atmosphere of harmony and joyful oneness 
to be found within this body at the present 
time. A true healing energy would counter 
all forms of attack upon those exposed to 
such malevolence, and so another candidate 
should perhaps be sought to replace the 
former hypothesis of a healing energy. The 
most prominent would, of course, be 
trickery. The Master Trickster is, naturally, 
Mercurius, and since he appears to have left 
his mark so prominently displayed in so 
many crop formations in the past, my vote 
must still remain 

study of it as the work of a fool.  There is 
only one safe approach to make on the 
subject, unanalytical and obj ective in nature, 
by which you can make up your own mind 
as how to follow the phenomenon from year 
to year. 

Your feelings on this subject are likely to 
be quite different from mine and that is 
absolutely how it should be. We all have 
different natures; nevertheless, in order for 
any of us to be able to follow the enigma of 
the crop circles, there must be a full and 
unabridged data base of information open to 
all, from which we can individually assess 
the situation. That should be the job of the 
CCCS; otherwise what purpose can it serve ? 

with him as the 
most likely 
contender for this 
crown - King of the 
Circlemakers. 

For the Snark 
was a 
Boojum . . .  

The search for a 
scientific explana
tion of the crop 
circle anomaly will 
therefore always be 
a fruitless quest by 
latter day Don 

Quixotes and 
boatloads ofSnark 
hunters. I wish 
them well, but 
prefer to retire 
from the melee 
and observe the 
fray from the touch 
line. (seeJohn 
Haddington 's letter 
of resignation from 
from the CCCS on 
page 16. --Ed. )  

The crop circle 

anomaly is indeed a 
true mystery for 
which I doubt there 
will ever be an 
adequate explana
tion, for, as with all 
true mysteries of 
life and of faith, 
there is no explana-

SOME EXCERPTS FROM THE 
HUNTING OF THE SNARK 

by Lewis Carroll 

The Bellman himself they all praised to the skies -
Such a carriage, such ease and such grace! 

Such solemnity, too! One could see he was wise, 
The moment one looked in his face! 

He had bought a large map representing the sea, 
Without the least vestige of land: 

And the crew were much pleased when they found it to be 
A map they could all understand. 

"What's  the good of Mercator' s  North Poles and Equators, 
Tropics, Zones, and Meridian Lines?" 

So the Bellman would cry: and the crew would reply 
"They are merely conventional signs! 

"Other maps are such shapes, with their islands and capes! 
But we've got our brave Captain to thank: 

(So the crew would protest) ''that he's bought us the best 
A perfect and absolute blank!"  

lbis was charming, no doubt; but they shortly found out 
That the Captain they trusted so well 

Had only one notion for crossing the ocean, 
And that was to tingle his bell. 

"'Tis a pitiful tale," said the Bellman, whose face 
Had grown longer at every word: 

"But, now that you've stated the whole of your case, 
More debate would be simply absurd. 

"The rest of my speech" (he explained to his men) 
"You shall hear when I 've leisure to speak it. 

But the Snark is at hand, let me tell you again! 
'Tis your glorious duty to seek it! 



"To seek it with thimbles, to seek it with care; 
To pursue it with forks and hope; 

To threaten its life with a railway-share; 
To charm it with smiles and soap! 

"For the Snark's a peculiar creature, that won't 
Be caught in a conunonplace way. 

Do all that you know, and try all that you don't: 
Not a chance must be wasted to-day! 

"For England expects - I forbear to proceed: 
'Tis a maxirp tremendous, but trite: 

And you'd best be unpacking the things that you need 
To rig yourselves out for the fight." 

The hunting of the Snark 

THE V ANISIDNG 

They sought it with thimbles, they sought it with care; 
They pursued it with forks and hope; 

They threatened its life with a railway-share; 
They charmed it with smiles and soap. 

They shuddered to think that the chase might fail, 
And the Beaver, excited at last, 

Went bounding along on the tip of its tail, 
For the daylight was nearly past. 

"There is Thingumbob shouting!" the Bellman said, 
''He is shouting like mad, only hark! 

He is waving his hands, he is wagging his head, 
He has certainly found a Snark!" 

They gazed in delight, while the Butcher exclaimed 
"He was always a desperate wag!" 

They beheld him - their Baker - their hero unnamed 
On the top of a neighbouring crag. 

Erect and sublime, for one moment of time. 
In the next, that wild figure they saw 

(As if stung by a spasm) plunge into a chasm, 
While they waited and listened in awe. 

"It's a Snark!" was the sound that first came to their ears, 
And seemed almost too good to be true. 

Then followed a torrent oflaughter and cheers: 
Then the ominous words "It's a Boo-" 

Then, silence. Some fancied they heard in the air 
A weary and wandering sigh 

Then sounded like "-jum!" but the others declare 
It was only a breeze that went by. 

They hunted till darkness came on, but they found 
Not a button, or feather, or mark, 

By which they could tell that they stood on the ground 
Where the Baker had met with the Snark. 

In the midst of the word he was trying to say, 
In the midst ofhis laughter and glee, 

He had softly and suddenly vanished away - -
For the Snark was a Boojum, you see. 

UFORIA 
for the ufologist : books, videos, etc. 

VIDEOS 

UFOs: THE SECRET EVIDENCE - 1 10 mins, £24.95 incl. 
p&p. EBE Award-winning video at the International Film 
Festival in Las Vegas, 1 993. This tape covers every aspect of 
UFO related phenomena including abductions, cattle mutila
tions and crop circles. 44 film clips ofUFOs from around the 
world and interviews with leading researchers and military per
sonnel combine to make this excellent video essential viewing. 

UFOs: SECRETS OF THE BLACK WORLD - 2hr 1 5m, 
£24.95 incl. p&p. The secret US military facility in Nevada is 
known by many names: Area 5 1 ,  Groom Lake, Dreamland . . .  
Officially it does not exist but, i n  his new video, Michael 
Hesemann interviews people who have been there. One is Bob 
Lazar who says he's worked on alien craft in underground 
bunkers in Area S-4 of the complex. Ex-CIA pilot John Lear 
tells of secret black projects at the base and of seeing strange 
unidentified craft over the surrounding desert. Whatever goes 
on at Area 5 1 ,  this remarkable documentary lifts some of the 
veil of secrecy. 

Available from UFO� 10 Heene Court Mansions, Heene 

Terrace, Worthing, W. Sussex BN1 1 3NW. Cheques payable 
to G B  Wingfield. For booklist & UFORIA catalogue, send SAE. 
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LETTERS 
Resignation by CCCS Patron 
From the Earl ofHaddington 

[The following letter from CCCS Patron 
Lord Haddington to CCCS Chairman 
Michael Green was copied to The 
Cerealogistfor publication] 

After lengthy consideration of my role as 
Patron of the Centre for Crop C ircle 
Studies, and of my role as a member of 

Council, I have decided that I should now 

resign from this position. I have taken this 

decision for a variety of reasons which I will 

now outline. However I would first like to 
wish well the future of the CCCS and hope 
that whatever shape the organisation should 
take in the future, the main objective of 
recording the occurrences of the phenom
enon should continue to a high standard. 

Lately I have been unable to attend the 

majority ofthe meetings of Council due to 
increasing pressures of work at home, and I 
have therefore not been able to play a very 

active part. My joint letter with our 

President, Professor Arc hie Roy, to Council 

and members of the CCCS, was in part, a 

signal of our frustration at the internal 
problems that beset Council, whatever the 
reasons. The main objectives of recording 
the phenomenon had evidently been 
superseded by quarrels motivated by 

internal political and personal prejudices. 

The rights and wrongs of this situation are 

essentially irrelevant to my resignation, and 
I have no wish to take sides in any of these 
issues. However I do not wish to continue 

to be patron of an organisation that is so 

deeply and publicly divided. 

Some three years ago I voiced an opinion 

that the CCCS was in danger of destruction 
due to the fact that we were trying to 
quantify a phenomenon that had no wish for 
this kind of approach to be made on it. It 
would surrender its secrets neither to 
scientific analysis, nor to visual recording 

instruments. Our job was simply to record 
its presence wherever it was manifested and 
to measure and photograph the designs as 
accurately as possible. There is no doubt in 

my mind that these are the most important 

objectives to achieve, as eventually the 

answers to all our questions will be found 

by analysis of this information. 
When the CCCS was first conceived 

there was a need for an umbrella organisa
tion to collate all the occurrences of crop 

circles and to conduct research into the 
phenomenon from a centralised organisation. 

Now that we have a great many active 
branches throughout the country, and crop 
circles within these regions as well as 
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Wessex, the game has changed somewhat 

and there is a call for a much broader 
framework to be instituted. I feel that this 
is a healthy route to follow providing there 
is a central data base and a magazine 
common to all members of the CCCS. 

Finally I would like to pay a tribute to 

our long serving chairman Michael Green, 
who has kept the CCCS going through some 
very difficult times. His energy and comm
itment to the CCCS is to be commended. I 

do not think we could have had a better 

person to conduct meetings and to get the 

job in hand done. His work load has been 
immense and the job of Chairman is a 
thankless task. 

JOHN HADDINGTON 
Mellerstain, Gordon, Berwickshire, 

Scotland. 

CCCS President resigns 
From Professor Archie Roy 

[The following letter from CCCS President 
Professor Archie Roy to CCCS Chairman 
Michael Green was copied to The 

Cerealogistfor publication] 

I have of late been giving a great deal of 
thought to my relationship to and member
ship of the CCCS and I have come to the 
conclusion that the time for me has come to 

resign from the Presidency and from CCCS. 

This, as you can imagine, is not an easy 

decision for me to make, for I have been 
interested in the crop circle phenomenon for 

even longer than I have been a member of 
the CCCS and, of course, being present at 

the very first meeting and being a founding 

member, I welcomed and supported the 

creation of the CCCS as the potentially best 
method of investigating in a scientific way, 
and ultimately understanding, what the 
phenomenon was all about. 

Certainly in the first few years of its 
existence, many people put tremendous 

efforts into building it up as the foremost 

organisation for carrying out sustained 
scientific research into crop circles and 
related effects. A number of important 
investigations were carried out --such as 

Argus-- but in the past few years I have 

been deeply dismayed at the directions the 

CCCS has taken. 
I am a scientist, devoted to the methods 

of science and in the investigation of any 
new field the major goal is to observe, 

collate and assess, no theory being pre

sented unless it is based firmly on the 

collected data. All too often, however, 

publications of the CCCS have given space 
to non-scientific belief systems that have 

energetically tried to force the phenomena 

into the Procrustean bed of their mindset. 
Serious observers outside the CCCS have 
had to reduce drastically their estimate of 
the CCCS as a body operated on scientific 
principles. 

The evolution of the circles over the past 

few years to ever more complicated shapes 
surely exhibiting the work of intelligences 
and the discovery that an unknown 
proportion of such events were the product 

ofhoaxers created a crisis in CCCS affairs. 
In the failure of efforts to produce a 

scientifically acceptable ' litmus test' that 
could distinguish clearly between man-made 
circles and circles otherwise produced, the 
CCCS found itself unable to come to any 
valid conclusions. The lack of a rigorous 
adherence to a scientific protocol will 
perpetuate this state of affairs. 

Additionally, I have to say that the 

amount ofbickering in Council and outside 
in recent years has gone far beyond what 
one might have expected in a serious organ

isation. Acrimony and accusations have 

pervaded too many Council meetings, eating 
up time that could have been more usefully 

employed. 
Very recently a questionnaire was 

circulated to the membership dealing with 
most aspects of the CCCS' s work. Accord
ing to the coordinator of the Review Body 
(Barry Reynolds) the survey results were 

clear, the majority being happy with the 

way things are. That may be so but I am 
not among the majority. 

And so, although I still find that the crop 

circle phenomenon deeply interests me, I 
cannot but feel that it would be inappropri

ate for me to continue as President or as a 

member. Someone more in sympathy with 
the present CCCS should replace me. 

In resigning from both these categories, I 
pay tribute to the vast amount of work 
carried out by past and present members of 
Council and of the CCCS, particularly by 

you, Michael, and I wish the organisation all 

the best for the future. 
ARCHIE ROY 

Department of Physics & Astronomy, 

University of Glasgow, Glasgow G 12 8QQ, 

Scotland 

CCCS Vice Chairman resigns 
From Mrs Lucy Pringle 

[ The following letter from CCCS Vice 
Chairman Mrs Lucy Pringle to CCCS 
Chairman Michael Green was copied to The 

Cerealogistfor publication] 

It is with great regret that I tender my 



resignation from Council. I have devoted 
over six years of my life to the CCCS, as a 
founder member, raising a considerable 
amount of funds and serving as Treasurer, 
Membership Secretary, Vice Chairman and 
Coordinator of Research into Hwnan 
Effects. When I resigned in 1 993 as 
Treasurer we had £ 10,755 in the bank 
(without counting stock) and 832 members. 

In the last few years you have demon
strated a need to over-control members of 
Council in a way that indicates you have no 
understanding that we are all volunteers and 
give of our time and energies for love alone. 
It is not possible to retain enthusiasm under 
such an autocratic leader. 

Council has not been a happy place of 
late, the original noble aims and objectives 
with which we started in 1 990, have 
dimmed and faded into near obscurity. 
Therefore the time has come for me to move 
on. I need those vital energies to continue 
my research with my colleagues into the 
Human Effects. This research is now 
reaching a most exciting stage, with the help 
and co-operation of scientists from all over 
the world. Politics have no place in this 
world. 

The reports I have collected over the 
years will continue to be made available 
anonymously to the medical profession and 
others whose professional ability and 
expertise can help carry this work forward. 
Those who report to me must know that I 
will honour my written and spoken 
assurances of confidentiality. However 
those who have already submitted reports 
to me, may write to me giving me permis
sion to send copies of their reports to the 
archives, if they wish. 

Irregularities, such as the over -riding of 
Council decisions or the making of decisions 
without consulting Council, have become an 
increasing concern not just to me alone. Our 
secretary Patrick Palgrave-Moore has 
already resigned, as have John Haddington, 
our Patron, and Arc hie Roy, our President. 

Have you ever asked yourself why so 
many people have left Council over the 
years? Most wrote you personal letters 
giving their reasons for departure. You 
yourself have indicated that the majority left 
because of some disagreement with you. 
These stories seldom come to light as it is 
human nature to creep away without making 
a fuss. 

This is a very sad day. 
LUCY PRINGLE 

5 Town Lane, Sheet, Petersfield, Hants 

Response to Montague Keen 
From Dr Wm. Levengood, John Burke & 
Nancy Talbott 

[The following letter in reply to Montague 
Keen 's letter in the last Cerealogist was 

previously published in the Journal of 
Scientific Exploration at Stanford Univer
sity, California, and was copied to The 
Cerealogistforpublication.] 

Montague Keen's views are not unknown to 
us. Despite consistently replicable 
scientific fmdings of unique physiological 
changes in plant tissue that distinguish 
genuine crop formations from counterfeits 
(see Levengood, W.C. ,  Physiologia 
Plantarum 92: 356-363, 1 994), Mr Keen has 
rejected all empirical evidence and indeed 
frequently challenged well defmed, long 
established, and widely accepted scientific 
methods used by plant biologists, including 
Levengood, to analyze vegetation and seeds. 

Mr Keen's  letter purports that our paper 
(Semi-Molten Iron associated with a Crop 
Circle Formation: JSE Vol. 9, No 2, p. 1 9 1 )  
failed to inform readers that ''the formation 
from which the samples were taken was 
indeed a hoax." This assertion of hoax, as 
other contentions in the past, is based upon 
the unverifiable statements of a handful of 
persons who claim to have wilfully and 
repeatedly vandalized farm crops in the 
Wessex region ofEngland, thus creating the 
formations. Mr Keen reports that Robert 
lrving claims to have made the formation on 
a rainy August 2 1 st night, and that lrving 
"reputedly sprinkled on to a number of the 
miniature crop whirls . . .  some fmely ground 
iron filings . . .  postmarked and delivered to 
lrving . . .  some three weeks earlier." 

Mr Keen and lrving fail to explain: what 
self-proclaimed hoaxer Irving' s rationale was 
in depositing laboratory iron filings in an 
obscure formation that occurred after most 
crop circle investigators had left for the 
season� why he would only sprinkle the 
filings in the subsidiary vortices of the 
formation and obscure the glaze beneath a 
layer of dark grey dust� how these filing dug 
the well defmed troughs found in the 
analyzed wheat� how he increased the 
germination and growth of the seeds (as we 
reported); how it is that microscopic 
amounts of magnetite were found inside a 
crevice at the upper end of the bract tissue, 
which in turn is enclosed in the glumes; and 
why lrving only laid claim to all of this eight 
months after the event, after we circulated a 
general bulletin about the fmd to English 
field investigators. 

Mr Keen ignores the fact that this 
formation occurred immediately after the 
record-breaking Perseid meteor shower, as 
well as the fact that the iron glaze was 
deposited in exact keeping with plasma 
physics, all supporting our model of a 
complex ionospheric plasma. In fact, Mr 
Keen confuses our model with that of 
meteorologist Terence Meaden when he 
asserts that we postulate a "circular," 
"meteorological" force. Further, the 

advance "postmark" Irving claims for 
receipt of the filings, put forth as unques
tionable evidence, is hardly proof of 
anything, as postal workers or anyone with 
access to a postage meter can support. The 
fact that an art gallery displayed this 
postmark hardly adds credibility. 

The question of shapes, referenced in Mr 
Keen • s "second point", is too lengthy to be 
discussed properly here or in our paper. 
We will merely state that one fmds in 
plasma physics a remarkable proportion of 
the patterns seen in the fields, and that they 
occur in plasma physics with a frequency 
similar to that in the fields. Likewise, the 
timing and location of formations agrees 
with what would be expected from an 
excited, turbulent, ionospheric plasma. The 
fact that Mr Keen considers "deterministic 
chaos" to be a "scientific oxymoron" 
merely highlights his unfamiliarity with 
these principles. In fact, Burke met 
personally with Mr Keen in 1 993 to explain 
how his objections were based in misunder
standings ofLevengood's  work. Mr Keen's 
sole response was that he did not have the 
technical ability to comprehend these 
matters. Since then he has nevertheless 
continued to criticize the internationally 
accepted procedures used in this work. 
Thereafter, the authors' correspondence 
with him was abandoned. 

For four years, neither Mr Keen, nor 
Irving, nor anyone else who claims crop 
formations are hoaxes, has come forward to 
show how manually-flattening plants 
produces the following characteristics found 
in what is now 1 18 of 1 30 formations 
analyzed: lengthened nodes, exploded 
nodes, bent nodes, increased germination 
and growth in seeds, altered electrical 
conductivity in bract tissue, anomalous 
negative electrostatic charge on standing 
crop at circle's edge, and more. We have 
never found any of these anatomical 
changes in samples from formations known 

to be man-made - those produced by us or 
colleagues using the same techniques 
espoused by the self-proclaimed hoaxers, 
and one submitted blind from the same hoax 
competition Mr Keen cites. 

As he says, Mr Keen's  prior involve
ment with crop circles was as scientific 
coordinator for the Centre for Crop Circle 
Studies (CCCS), a post for which he was 
recently replaced. He proposes that CCCS 
be the arbiters in this debate, but his 
replacements have chosen the following 
"scientific criteria" for the legitimacy of a 
formation: "Take 2 cereal heads from the 
centre of the formation and another 2 well 
outside ( 100 meters) within the same field. 
Lay them on the bonnet of your car and 
think "AURA" and dowse them. If there 
is a marked difference between the two 
heads, we are dealing with a genuine 
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formation." EUREKA! (see Chairman 
Michael Green' s  CCCS Procedures for the 
1995 Season. )  

Finally, Irving admits t o  possessing field 
samples of the natural glaze. Mr Keen 
wants us to trust to his honesty that he will 
submit a man-made sample to a third party 
and not one which he or others found in the 
field. We believe in beingjudged by confir
mation of our results within a community of 

peers. As mentioned in Levengood' s  paper 

in Physiologia Plantarum (a peer -reviewed 
journal), confirmation has been obtained on 
earlier seed growth findings. In that paper 
and this one in JSE (another peer-reviewed 
journal) all experimental procedures have 

been detailed so that others may attempt to 

duplicate them. We and agricultural 
professionals have duplicated the teclmiques 
of flattening claimed by the hoaxers without 
ever reproducing the aforementioned 
physical changes in the plants. 

Regarding the meteoritic glaze upon 

which we have reported, we suggest that 

JSE readers can easily decide this debate for 
themselves. Do as Mr Keen describes and 
wet some laboratory iron filings. Rub it on 
some limestone or chalk as well as on some 

wheat. Allow to age a few days. Are you 
able to peel it off the wheat but not the 

rock? Is what you see under the microscope 
similar to the photos in our paper? Look 
for a mass of fused black and red hollow 
spheres hundredths of a millimeter across 
(precisely the type spheres which form at 
high altitudes in meteoritic dust). Look for 

domes on the rock only that have been 

exploded from the inside after contact with 
the limestone (a known high temperature 
flux for molten iron). Press the wet filings 

on some wheat stalks, even with combine 

harvester wheels as Mr Keen suggests. Peel 

ofT and examine. Do the results look like 

our photos? This is the scientific process at 
work. We will begin to doubt our work 
when Mr Keen, or anyone else, presents the 
type of evidence which itself holds up to 
duplication and confirmation. We believe in 
the scientific method. 

JOHN BURKE, WM. LEVENGOOD, 
NANCY T ALBOTT 

P 0 Box 127, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
USA 

The Birling Gap formation 
From Mr Andy Thomas 

Nearly two years on and the great Birling 
Gap 'was-it-or-wasn' t-it-birds?' debate 
still rages. 

Much hot air has been exhaled over the 
formations which appeared on the Sussex 
coast in June 1 994, largely by people who 

didn't  witness the formations for them
selves. Anthony Cheke, whose interesting 

article "When' s  a Crop Circle Not A Crop 
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Circle?'' ( Cerealogist No. 1 5) extends the 
debate still further, at least has the advan
tage of being one of the few researchers who 

did make the effort to check out the 

formations for themselves. 
The fact is that the truth about the 

Birling Gap formations will probably never 
be agreed on. We should remember that we 
don't even know the source behind what are 
generally regardedas 'genuine' formations. 
The CCCS Sussex team, despite our 

portrayal in the tone of the article, have no 
axe to grind in proving any formation 
genuine or otherwise. We just happen to 
think that there were qualities to these oval 
shapes in barley which were not as easily 

explainable as some seem to think. 

Anthony is careful not to write ofT the 
Birling Gap events totally as the work of 
rooks, but leaves little room for any other 
theory. The thrust of the whole article is 
that sometimes marks appear in crop fields 
which are caused by natural effects, and 

indeed, sometimes they are. 

However, there are several salient points 
which should be considered before Birling 
Gap is written ofT as one of these examples: 

1) The crop was indeed bent double but 

not "randomly". One of the astonishing 
things about Birling Gap, often not re

ported, was that the heads of each plant 
were woven very tightly to the one next to 
them in several clumps about two feet 
across throughout the whole formation, 
creating very neat 'nests' which spiralled 
inwards. Some have claimed rooks are 

capable of this; however, no convincing 
explanation has yet been proffered for how 
such a complex effect could be achieved 
with beaks, wings and claws -- these nests 
could not be separated, so tightly were they 

knotted together. 

2) There was no "lack of seed heads". 
In fact most of the seed heads were intact 
when CCCS Sussex first entered the 
formations. Anthony viewed them several 
days after their appearance and spent only 
an hour or so in the field. CCCS Sussex 
spent many hours over several days 
examining and sampling the formations. 

3) One of the ovals had been apparently 
' sliced' in halfby the power cables which 
crossed the field, with two halves placed 

either side. The sliced portions had very 

straight sides to them which looked as if 

they were meant to slot together. These flat 
sides measured identically -- both were 
twenty seven feet. Neat work for a bird! 
Inside one of the sliced ovals, stray plants 
from other fields had grown up -- all these 
plants exhibited exactly the same effect. 
Oil seed rape stems were bent over halfway 
up their stems -- hard work for a beak. 

4) The farm manager, who had worked 
the land at Birling Gap for many years, 
accompanied the research team into the 

field. He had seen rook destruction on his 
land before and stated categorically that 
what was found inside these formations 

bore no resemblance to this. 

5) Dr W C  Levengood' s  examination 
results from the samples taken from these 
formations, conducted at the Pinelandia 
Biophysical Laboratory in the US, showed 
very high and significant biological changes 
from control samples taken outside, entirely 
consistent with the changes he has observed 

in more typical crop formations. 
There is more that could be said, but as 

mentioned, we have nothing to prove. We 
do not know what made the Birling Gap 

formations. However, as Anthony himself 

acknowledges: "There are other anomalies 
at Birling Gap which suggest the event 
wasn't  as simple as just rooks". 

ANDY THOMAS 
Sussex Circular, 14  Bishops Drive, Lewes, 

East Sussex 

Circles in Canada circa 1 964/65 
From Mr Michael Lynch 

Just thought that you might like to know 
that I have seen many of the crop circles 

you speak about. 
I used to live in Sarnia, Ontario, Canada. 

The area is known for its agricultural lands. 
Behind our house was an open field in which 
we use to play as kids. The fields were not 
used for growing corn but had been let go. 
Basically, they were filled with long grass, 
weeds, etc. ,  in places two to three feet high. 

Quite often, I would discover what 

appeared to me perfect circles about twenty 
feet or so in diameter, completely squashed, 
but with the sides intact and seemingly 

untouched. I cannot remember much about 
the flattened area other than the very 

distinct impression it left with me, the way 

it seemed so perfectly done. There were 
occasionally horses in the field and I always 
had assumed they were responsible, but 
then I could never figure out how they had 
done it so perfectly, nor had I ever seen 
them in the particular area where the circles 
occurred. When I first saw a show on TV 
about the crop circles in England, immedi
ately I thought of the ones that I had seen 
around Sarnia. I do not know if they were 
elsewhere in the area. 

I came across them at least a dozen times 

during the three years in which we lived there. 

MICHAEL LYNCH 
Canada 

Celtic corn circles 
From Mrs Jane Songhurst 

[The following letter was sent to us recently 
by Timothy Good. Although it was received 
by him six years ago, it is of great interest 
and we feel that it should be published. ] 



I listened to (Timothy Good's) interview 
with Pete Murray, and I wondered how 
much investigation had been done on corn 
circles, because I saw them more than sixty 
years ago, in our farm in Donegal, Ireland. I 
also saw circles in rape fields. These were 
larger than the corn circles and both types 
were clockwise. There is some talk now of 
these being faked, and I want to point out 
that those I saw were not faked. 

Those Irish farms then were very poor 
and mountainous places, the fields having 
lots of stones and gorse in them. The 
people lived from hand to mouth, and there 
were no subsidies. Those were not the sort 
of people to even think of faking circles. 
The reaction, rather, was that those circles 
were a disadvantage. The farmers depended 
on every penny the corn merchants gave 
them, and rumours that some-
thing was amiss with the crops 

CRAZY COW CONSCIOUSNESS 
Some reflections by Christine Rhone, creator of The Cerealogist's 
CORNELIA, on our mad logic concerning matters bovine. 

TIIA T MAD COW disease is affecting the 
hwnan population is currently very big news 
here in England as well as abroad. It's big 
news because it's affecting us human beings, 
not just cows and cattle, which of course, 
since they're mere animals, exist only for 
our convenience as made to order food 
factories. With all the work cattle do for us, 
they never get any time off, they get no 
bonus for overtime, and no reward but the 
honour of being our slaves. If we feel the 
need to insult someone, a woman in particular 

we have expressions like "stupid old cow'' 
to fling at them. Or, if we think that someone 
is lying, we say that they are talking ''bull". 

Though the mad cow problem is sure to 
have a great impact here in the land of 
Beefeater gin - there is even rumour of a 
"beef tax" to cover the economic disaster 
(payable by everyone including vegans) - I 
would rather offer some thoughts on the 
symbolic position of the cow, as the Queen 
of the Class ofMarnrnals. 

could mean ruin. So the 
reaction was to straighten the 
circles quickly, and hush it up. 

CORN ELIA 

Milk from the breast, either human or 
animal, is the very symbol of 
love, of giving, of perfect 
nourishment. It is synony
mous with purity, whole
someness, and innocence -

Corn circles were seen on 
his farm in Thurso by my 
Scots uncle way back in the 
year 1 899. I remember it so 
well because of an amusing 
story associated with it. He 
sent two yokels with pitch
forks to straighten the crops. 
These yokels were single men 
and they were pursued 
through the field by two ugly 
spinsters. They had to fend 
them off with the pitchforks. 
My uncle also reported seeing 
circles in his rape field. He 
put down all these phenom
ena to the action of a whirl
wind, on a small scale. 

The Irish peasants of that 
time had a theory that the 
circles were made by the 
footsteps of the legendary 
Irish giant Finn Mac Cool. 
One must remember that 
these were superstitious and 
credulous people. To put it 
down to the giant was a better 
idea, than having it said that 
the crops were inferior. 

All of this goes to show 
that there is nothing new under 
the sun, or in the cornfields or 
rapefields. Some writers seem 
to think that these circles are 
something new. Now there are 
letterstornagazineslikeCountry 
Life from reliable people who 
have seen both types of circles 
going back for a long time. 

JANE SONGlillRST 
3 Yew Tree Cottages, 

Sandling, Maidstone, Kent At last ! An island of sanity ! 

''the milk of human kind
ness". For the Israelites, it 
was one of the prime foods 
they would fmd in abundance 
in their promised land, the 
"land of milk and honey". 
The very best of any desirable 
quality is conveyed by exJiess
ions using the word "cream", 
as in "cream of the crop" and 
"creme de la creme". To pay 
someone a compliment on 
their success, we may say, 
"Cream rises to the top." 

However, when we use 
"milk" as a verb, it becomes 
synonymous with exploita
tion, deprivation, and 
despoliation, as in ''the 
swindler milked him for all he 
had". The innocence of the 
milkee is contrasted with the 
selfishness of the milker. "He 
milked her for information" 
implies deviousness and 
deception. We can also say, 
with similar meaning, "the 
swindler bled him dry", 
where instead of milk, we get 
the image ofbeef. Just as the 
connotations of milk change 
when we use it as a verb, so 
does the word cream. "We 
creamed them" means that 
we overcame them, we 
slaughtered them, we laid 
them waste. Linguistically, 
therefore, the power situation 
is crystal clear. To be a milkee 
or a creamee is bad news. 

We are, however, at least 
dimly aware of the supreme 
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symbolic importance of milk and hence 
mammals. This is illustrated by the name 
"Milky Way", the ann of our galaxy that 

seems to pour across the heavens like a 

stream of milk, the most prominent celestial 

feature after the sun and moon. In fact, our 
whole home galaxy proclaims our mamma
lian identity, since we have chosen to call it 
the Milky Way Galaxy. That is how 

important milk is to us. It literally stands 

for our home in the cosmos. And we have 

not only named our individual galaxy after 
good old cow-juice, but "galaxy" itself 
derives from the Greek for the same liquid, 
which makes the name 'Milky Way Galaxy' 

quite repetitive, as though we baby-brain 

earthlings were universally crying for Ma. 

A strange phenomenon occurred in 

London in 1 995, as well as elsewhere, when 
statues of the elephant-headed Hindu god, 
Ganesh, apparently imbibed vast quantities 
of milk, spoon-fed to the statues by 
devotees. The phenomenon lasted for 

several days, made the front pages of the 

papers, and then suddenly stopped. It is 

interesting that, a few months later, we are 
in the grips of mad cow pandemonium. 

Ganesh is one of the most popular of 

Hindu gods and is known as the remover of 

obstacles, requiring propitiation before the 

start of any enterprise. He has an elephant 

head and a man's body with a big pot-belly, 
because he likes to eat and drink. His 
association with the food chain and 
obstacles is unmistakable. What might 
Ganesh have been trying to tell us? 

The milk ofhuman kindness is turning 

sour, while millions of cattle, tainted by the 
human mistakes of greed and stupidity, 
await sacrificial incineration on the altars of 

politics and science. Not to mention the 

fish who may go crazy if the carcasses of 

the infected cattle are ground to powder and 

then dumped into the ocean, the plan now 
under consideration by the Ministry of 
Agriculture. (It 's not the same as toxic 
waste, you see .)  And not to mention the 
unknown number of individuals who may 

get Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease. 

The cow of the Hindus is recognized as a 
sacred animal, worshipped as the repre

sentative ofthe entire bounty of the animal 

kingdom, mammals in particular, and is 

traditionally given free reign in the streets. 

On special occasions, the cow is painted and 

decorated, as befitting a beautiful creature 

worthy of respect and consideration. The 

rule of the cow, blocking traffic and creating 
unsanitary conditions, represents the utter 
dependency ofhumanity on animals. It is a 

human duty to love the cow. Nothing 

could be more obvious. For the human to 
submit to the cow, Queen of Mammals, is a 

statement of the real order of nature. 

That the cow is a representative on earth 

of the very essence of giving, humility, and 
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submission i s  repeated i n  the most ancient 
traditional texts of China and India. In the 
Rig Veda, for example, composed circa 1 200 

to 900 B. C . ,  the cow becomes identical with 

the universal font of creation, the creative 

word: "0 inviolable cow, eat grass and drink 
pure water as you graze for ever. The buffalo
cow I owed as she fashioned the flowing 
waters . . .  The quarters of the sky live on the 
oceans that flow out ofher in all directions. 

The whole universe exists through the 

undying syllable that flows from her., 

Now that is a very high value INDEED 

to put on the vocalisation of a cow. I mean, 
how many of us, when we hear a cow go 

"moo", understand that the cow is declaring 

the syllable of creation? And how many of 

us have not, at one time or another, pretended 

to BE cows and practiced a few "moos" 
ourselves for fun? Did we have any idea of 
what we were doing? Is it pure coincidence 
that the continent ofMu is said to be the 
site of the oldest civilization on earth? Or 
that the MOOn was once thought to be a 

dairy product? Milk-madness and cow

consciousness are an extremely well-aged 
slab ofthe Great Cheese ofHuman Wisdom. 

In ancient literature, the cow and the bull 

also have calendrical implications and are 

associated with spring and the sign of 

Taurus in the western zodiac, ruling the two 

millenia from roughly 4,000 to 2,000 B. C. 
Let's not forget that the word zodiac is 
related to the word zoo and literally means 
circle of animals. No one knows when and 
by what people the constellations were 

named, but one thing is certain: the constel

lations were figures of the divine order of 
the universe. The fact that the majority of 
them represent members of the animal 

kingdom is surely of great significance. 

The ancients have spelled it out for us. 

The earth is encircled by a spinning ring of 

star animals, wild and domestic. The cow 
or bull, the ram or sheep, crab, lion, dog, 
scorpion, goat, horse, fish, bear, boar, whale, 
dolphin, snake, and eagle, to name only 
these, rule our cosmic time clock and have 

been doing so for many millennia. They are 

keeping US in THEIR corral. The star 
animals are looking down at us as we stagger 

round, disoriented, in a state of "mad cow'' 

panic. This brings home a deadly poetic 

justice: for the lack of the milk ofhuman 

kindness, our precious brains can transmute 

to sponges. And "to be a sponge" means 
to be a parasite. - C .R. 

CROPPIE QUIZ SOLUTION 

Answers to the Croppie Quiz in Cerealogist 
# 1 5  were as follows: 1 (a), 2 (c), 3 (e), 4 (f), 
5 (d), 6 (b). We received one solution which 

was nearly correct: Ms Brenda Banks of 1 
Pageant Close, Sherbome, Dorset DT9 3L W 

receives a free year's subscription to the mag. 

CROP CIRCLE 

JEWELLERY 
Beautifully hand crafted in 

sterling silver with 
semi-precious stones 

Wholesale only. Telephone 

LUI at 0 1 749 - 8 1 393 l , or 

from STONE AGE at the 
Glastonbury Experience, 

Rear Courtyard, 2-4 High Street, 
Glastonbury, Som. BA6 9AE 

(Tel: 0 1458 - 8355 14)  

CROP CIRCLE CONNECTOR 
Access to the Net ? Come and visit 

us on our World Wide Web page : 
http://www.hub. eo. uk/intercafe/ 

cropcircle/connector. html 

Spectacular crop circle graphics and 
information for the cerealogist ! 

The Stratford "Eye" 
From Mr Michael Newark 

[ This letter relates to his piece in the last 
issue (No. 15, p. 1 4), in which he described 
the Stratford Eye fonnation as "a truly wond
erful genuine crop circle ". It transpires the 
'Eye 'design is the band Pitch Shift er 's logo . . .  

See also the next article by Anthony Harding] 

At long last a letter has come from the Pitch 
Shifters about the graphic logo they produced 
just before the formation came at Stratford. 

From the letter the chap who did the drawing 

said he first did it five years ago and never 

used any books or prints as an influence. 

I feel the crop circle was very genuine. I 
dowsed it from a distance in a rainstorm, 
and found it out in the fields hidden in the 
rain clouds, so I have no doubt it was genuine. 

I had hoped some sort of story lay behind 
the logo, George, but it seems from the letter 

it was just a hand drawn picture from his 

imagination, though the fact that it came so 

close to the real thing is amazing. Our West 

Midlands CCCS group does a crop circle pic

ture forecast each year, and two ladies have 

two years running ahnost done the same thing 

with their forecasts - so close to a real form
ation it makes you wonder how they do it. 

Well, George, not the good news I hoped 
foc but it's fr001 the man himself, the chap \Wo 
drew the picture which got us all going! Good 

things will happen this year in the crop circle 

world: the ley increase will provide the bones 
for many huge formations and I feel circles 

will form more up country, north of Oxford. 

MICHAEL NEWARK 

12  Trevose A venue, Exhall, Coventry 



PITCH SHIFTER AND 

THE STRATFORD 'EYE' 
Anthony Harding discovers the 1995 Stratford design 
comes straight from the world of popular music and 

suggests we look more carefully at some bands ' logos. 

I WAS FIRST informed of the Stratford
upon-Avon crop formation (the "Eye") on 
1 Oth July 1 995 by Ray Cox. I checked its 
location on my O.S. maps and noticed while 
doing so that it was opposite Long Marston 
Airfield. I instantly realised that this was 
the site of the 'Phoenix Festival ' (a music 
festival that attracts UK and US alternative 
bands, as well as a 25,000 audience) which 
was to be held there the coming weekend. I 
phoned several people and told them to be 
aware of this when considering the origins of 
the formation. 

I visited the site along with Michael 
Newark on the 1 2th July 1 995 to survey the 
formation. The formation itself was 
immaculate and even displayed a hidden 
second offset centre in the central circle. 

Whilst in the formation I occasionally 
looked down onto the Phoenix Festival site 
and watched the temporary buildings and 
tents being erected in the searing heat. The 
huge main stage was already erected and I 
noted that the formation was on ground 
which was raised enough for it to be seen 
from the festival site and the main stage. 

The festival weekend passed and I 
watched the music newspapers and press 
for clues that might lead me to the origin of 
the circle. Nothing fruitful turned up. The 
only thing I noticed was a dance band called 
Optikeys which had played at the festival. 

For the next couple of months I often 
thought about the Eye formation and felt 
that there was a missing link. The following 
month I found it in an independent record 
store in Birmingham, whether by chance or 

guidance, I do not know! 
I was browsing through racks of CDs 

(that were filed with the thin outside edge 
facing me) looking at the 'S'  section. I was 
just leaving when for no reason I looked up 
at the 'P' section and my eyes instantly 
focussed on a half centimetre wide symbol -
The Stratford Eye! 

In disbelief! pulled the CD off the rack, 
and opened the inlay card to fmd an even 
bigger picture of the symbol. The band 
were called "Pitch Shifter" who are classed 
as an industriaVnoise band. I checked their 
other CDs and found that the symbol is 
their logo and, as far a I have been able to 
fmd out, it has been used since around 1 992. 

When I returned home, I checked the 
band listing for the Phoenix Festival and 
found that . . .  who should be playing on the 
main stage on Saturday night, but "Pitch 
Shifter"! (See festival poster on next page) 

One possible theory as to the creation of 
the formation could be that it was made by 
human circle makers who are fans ofPitch 
Shifter and that their music affects them in 
an emotional or spiritual way. What greater 
tribute could there be to Pitch Shifter than 
displaying their logo in a field so that it can 
be seen from just where they are playing! 

If this is correct, we are then into the 
murky waters oflooking at the elements and 
perhaps signature of the formation and 
seeing how these compare to previous 
formations. In reality this is a difficult task 
as it is very hard to tell who is copying 
whom, if at all. Maybe we should check a 
few people's CD collections! 

On the other hand the formation may be 
an ancient symbol that has some significance 
and that the band have adopted it for some 
reason. If the formation was made by a 
non-human agency it can only help prove 
that our minds/actions can be read in some 
way (as well as ''New Musical Express" 
and CD packaging! ). 

I still have an open mind as to who or 
what made the formation. I personally do 
not mind whether the formation was man
made or created by another agency. 
However, strange coincidences have 
happened to me in the past concerning crop 
circles and however this circle came about, I · 

fmnly believe that I was meant to fmd that 
symbol in the record shop that day. 

The crop circle bands 

It would seem that crop formations have 
had a defmite influence on the modem music 
scene. 

The KLF made their logo (the "Pyramid 
Blaster", a ghetto blaster positioned against 
a pyramid) in a cropfield between Silbury 
Hill and Wansdyke on 2nd August 1 990. 
This formation featured in their 1 990 video 
What Time is Love? They are known jokers 
who have previously burned a giant wicker 
man on the Isle of Jura. Then, returning last 
year under the name "K Foundation", they 
burned one million pounds in money - that 
is, cash. They are currently touring the 
country visiting selected venues to fmd out 
why they did this. 

Listed below are some of the groups and 
pop personalities that have a known 
association with the crop circles:-

• The KLF - Possible perpetrators of the 
1 990 Bratton Hoax formation during 
Operation Blackbird and defmitely makers 
of the "Pyramid Blaster" pictogram exactly 
one week later. 

• Jimmy Cauty (of the KLF) - Allegedly 
spotted (and photographed as well) at 
Bratton hillfort on the night previous to the 
appearance of the Blackbird hoax formation. 
(Also, his KLF partner, Bill Drommond, 
was thought to be the mystery man with a 
long straggly beard, wearing a blue ladies ' 
suede coat, a skirt and bowler hat, seen near 
Operation Blackbird that night- Editor) 

• The Waterboys - A track from their 
1 993 album Dream Harder is called Com 
Circles. The track also features on their 
single Glastonbury Song under the name of 
Com Circle Symphony� this includes the 
extra line: "Your hoax was a hoax, Doug and 
Dave". 

• The Orb - Both members have shown 
an interest in circles and UFOs. In 1 992 
they were interviewed in a field of wheat 
opposite the Rollright Stones. 
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• Eat Static - An  interest in crop circles 
was stated in interviews. 

• E.M.F. - One of the band drove a car 

while drunk into a field of crops and 

somehow managed to inscribe the letters 
EMF in the crop while so doing. 

• Autecher - Crop circle interest. 

• Stereolab - 1 994 album has a very 
similar design, printed on the actual CD, to 

the Olivers Castle crescent formation. 

• Reg Presley (The Troggs) - Has always 
shown a very great interest in the crop 
circles and the subject ofUFOs. 

• Pitch Shifter - The band' s  logo was 
found in a cropfield at Stratford very close 

to where they performed at the July 1 995 

Phoenix Festival. (A letter from band 
memberJ.S. Clayden confinns that he 
designed the logo though he does not admit 
that he made, or commissioned, the identical 
Stratford Eye crop formation -- Editor) 

• VH 1 Music Channel - Viewers to the 

Saturday and Sunday Brunch program will 
note that in the start-up sequence the figures 
' VH I ' have been very well laid between 
tramlines in a field of wheat. 

• Led Zeppelin - Have used the Alton 

Barnes 1 990 formation on their 1 990 album 

Remasters (which ironically features a track 
called Trampled Undeifoot ! ) .  
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BOOK REVIEW 
ANOTHER DECIPHERING ! 

Larry Newnam 

THE GIFT - The Crop Circles 
Deciphered by Doug Ruby 
(published by Blue Note Books, P 0 
Box 5 1 040 1, Melbourne Beach, FL 
3295 1 ,  USA. $32.95, incl. postage. )  

THE AMERICAN PUBLICATION of a 
book about crop circles is almost a para

normal event in itself. The title of the book 

The Gift seemed appropriate when I 
received an advance copy just prior to 
Christmas. I was immediately impressed by 
the striking cover. The rich blue and gold 
designs on the book jacket displayed a 
spinning light ship (UFO) surrounded by 
enigmatic crop circle pictograms over a 

celestial background. The absence of an 
author' s name on this ethereal cover added 
to the intrigue. Was this a gift from the 
ETs? Glancing through the diagrams and 
pictures of models convinced me that, 

whatever the message was, this was a 

unique little book. 

Doug Ruby, the terrestrial author, is a 
commercial airline pilot who felt draWn. to 

.the crop circles after discovering the 
Gateway Books publication Dowsing the 
Crop Circles 1 in a Florida bookstore. 
Through this peculiar entree, Doug became 
increasingly compelled to learn more, and to 
fmd as many crop circle diagrams as possible. 
After building detailed 3-D models of the 
great pictograms of 1 99 1 ,  he mentally 
stumbled across his methodology for trans
lating the designs into what he considers the 
blueprints for building a real starship. This 
technology, which is born of particle 

physics, is "the gift " from the crop circle 

creators. These circlemakers are, in his 
words, loving, compassionate "extraterres
trials oflight" who are gradually revealing 
their intentions through the crop circles. 

The author does go to great lengths to 
explain that the development of this theory 
is the work of a team of people, including a 
model builder, photographer and computer 

graphics specialist. The book uses these 
graphics and photos to take the reader 
through the step-by-step evolution of the 
theory, which includes the ship' s design and 

propulsion mechanisms. The key to 

Ruby's decoding came when he began to 

photograph spinning models of the 
pictograms. From the cover photo on, 
readers themselves can see that, yes, the 
spinning, painted models of pictograms do 
provide compelling and attractive pictures 
that suggest a deeper meaning. Doug Ruby 

believes he can convince you that he has 
cracked the code to that deeper meaning. 

As a crop circle researcher and writer, 
I'm conflicted as to whether I'd like to 
shake Doug Ruby' s  hand or slap his wrist. 

Because the crop circle enigma is so 

impossibly complex and full of competing 

interpretations, most crop circle researchers 
learn to embrace a spirit of open
mindedness. Despite their current organiza
tional problems, groups like the CCCS have 
genuinely encouraged a broad range of 
investigative and philosophical approaches 

to this deviously complex phenomenon. 

The avenues of crop circle investigation 
have included scientific, metaphysical, earth 
energies, sacred geometry and the obvious 
possible connection to ufology. People 

continue to be drawn to the energies (real or 

perceived), the designs and the maddening 

mystery of the pictograms, even while the 
debate rages over the real identities of the 
"circlemakers" or "circlefakers". Yet Mr 
Ruby has entirely neglected this wider range 
of possibility in favor of his unique and 
specific theory, which he presents as the 

final solution. 
In one sense, Ruby' s  detachment from 



the English crop circle scene has enabled 
him to present a curiously fresh and 
innocent perspective on the phenomenon. 
You see, Doug worked exclusively from 
pictmes and diagrams and intuition, which is 
not an invalid form of investigation by any 
means. Yet he admits that he has never seen 
a crop circle, and his research provided him 
with only limited exposure to the forma
tions and theories of 1 990 through 1 992. 

For those of us who keep up with on-going 
investigations (and resulting personal 
melodramas), it seems naive to base such 
extraordinary theories on such a limited 
exposure to the data base and associated 
theories. For instance, Ruby doesn't even 
seem to be aware of the important research 
of Professor Gerald Hawkins, who has 
found diatonic (i.e. musical) ratios to be 
evident in crop circle geometries. Neither 
does Ruby address the wealth of esoteric, 
cultmal, metaphysical and religious sym
bolism that others believe to be embodied in 
the crop circle lexicon. The author doesn't 
address the issue of whether his theory is 
supportive or mutually exclusive of these 
other postulations. He does, however, 
frequently take a ''trust me, I don't know 
why, but I've chosen to decipher these 
things" attitude that implies a diminished 
importance for the alternative hypotheses. 

Many researchers will tell you that 
although the crop circles cannot be proven 
to the satisfaction of mainstream science and 
the media, there is a core phenomenon that 
continually seems to dance one step away 
from hoaxing advocates and de bunkers. 
Because the bulk of research has been 
published in England, it's been hard for 
American audiences to fully grasp the extent 
to which crop circles have attributes and 
evidence that are not exclusively linked to 
ufology. It's  simply not clear that, if the 
designs are not man-made, they must be of 
extraterrestrial origin. It's only clear that 
there is some form of intelligence involved. 
The search for the origin, mechanics and 
intent of that intelligence is among the great 
mysteries of our times. Without the 
support of academia and mainstream 
science, we've come to rely on any and all 
volunteers who feel they can contribute to 
the decoding of the message, if indeed there 
is a message at all. Researchers like Doug 
Ruby are to be commended and supported 
for their contribution, and we shouldn't 
dwell on their flaws without acknowledging 
their efforts. It's  possible that this book 
represents a significant achievement in our 
progress towards understanding crop circles. 

But to coin a phrase from the American 
TV series "The X-Files", the truth is (still) 
out there. 

1. DCTWSillg the Crop Circks. Edited by John 
MicheU (Gateway Books, Bath, published 1991 .) 

'THE SMARAGDINA PROTOCOL' 
A new translation, by the Rules of Alchemy, of the famous 'Milk 
Hill Script' is offered to us by Si m on Burton. 

'CONCEAL Tiffi SECRET in plain view' 
says the alchemical aphorism. 

'As Above, So Below' says another. 

'All things can be perfected' says a third. 

These three pearls of alchemical wisdom 
provide the protocol necessary to read the 
'Milk Hill Script' . I have called this 
protocol the ' Smaragdina Protocol' after the 
TabulaSmaragdina, the archetypal alchemi
cal Emerald Tablet. 

'Conceal the Secret in Plain View' 

Applying the frrst element of the Protocol 
to the 'Milk Hill Script' ,  what does one do? 
Do we start by looking look for a code, 
applying the principals of cryptography? 
No, we just look. We look for the obvious. 
We look for the secret concealed in plain 
view. We look through the eyes of a Fool. 

Doo't 1ry to be clever. Just look at the script. 
Blur your eyes. Don't think, that canes later. 

What you see is something that looks like 
two words, made up of markings that look 
like letters. Nothing radical there. But what 
are the letters, surely they must be cryptic 
symbols of some sort, or some obscure or 
even made-up mystical language? 

No. They are just what they seem. 
They are letters displayed in plain view. 
Certainly, the message is delimited by 
circles and the words are divided up by 
pairs of beat marks, exactly as the Hawkins 
team claimed in 1 993. But the symbols do 
not represent letters. They ARE letters. 
They are a series of C' s and U' s and N' s 
and L' s written in an angular script exactly 
as if displayed on a primitive LCD display. 

'As above, so below' 

But they don't make any sense. We don't 
know which way up they are as is proven 
by the fact that photos of the script are 
sometimes printed back to front or upside 
down. Nobody notices because it doesn't 
matter. There is no up and down. This is 
the CIRCLEMAKER we are talking to. A 
Circlemaker, by its very natme writes in all 
directions, it knows no left or right or top or 
bottom. It writes its script ' in the round' .  

Anyone who has manipulated the 
squares on a 'Rubik Cube' or played with 
one of those infuriating childrens' grid 
puzzles knows what to do next. We spin 
the letters round and round in endless comb
inations until they start line up in a sensible 
form like the cherries aligning themselves for 
a jackpot payout on a fruit machine. The 

words of the script can be read top-to-bottom 
or back to front or inside out. Crucially, 
neither the letters, nor the two words will 
necessarily read in the same direction. 

Remember, this is the Circlemakertalking. 
OK. So it helps to know the language, I 

admit. It's not English, the current interna
tional language, but it is a linguafranca, a 
term which the dictionary defmes most 
appropriately for Cerealogy, as "a language 
chosen as the medium of communication 
between speakers of different languages". 
The international language that preceded 
English was of course Latin. Latin is also 
the traditional language of alchemy. Perhaps 
only those few with a classical education 
know it nowdays but I feel that the Circle
maker might have last been around a long 
time ago and can still remember the Latin it 
learnt as a boy! So here again I am on 
common ground with the language ofGerald 
Hawkins' s translation of the script, as 
"OPPONO ASTOS" - translated as 'I am 
against acts of cunning' . 

By forcing ourselves to abandon precon
ceptions about top and bottom, back and 
front, we read the script 'as above, so below' . 
One word from left to right, or top to bottom, 
the second in reverse, from right to left or 
bottom to top. The two words run in reverse 
towards each other as if reflected in a mirror. 
As above, so below: we have just one letter 
in the 'above' and 'below' words rotated 
out of alignment with the others. It is the L 
in the left-to-right word and an N  in the right
to-left word. Clicking these back into an align
ment that suits our anti-dyslexic prejudices, 
and correcting the mirroring we now read: 

0 11 UCCULUI 11 NUNC 11 0 

As, unfortunately, it still doesn't make 
sense, but: 

'All things can be perfected! '  

Making perfect the imperfect is the essence 
of alchemy, and using deliberate imperfec
tion to hide the meaning of plain script and 
make us develop our intellects by working, 
is true to the alchemical natme of the 
Circlemaker. By the simple addition of a 
single line to the top of the frrst U, we 
perfect the message and now read: 

0 11 OCCULUI 11 NUNC 11 0 

'Talk To Us! ' ,  tramps out Erik Beckjord. 
But the Circle Maker simply deciines to 
engage, explaining in Latin : 

'I have hidden, at present' .  
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REPORTS & 
SKETCHES 
The 1 996 season begins 

Tiffi FIRST REPORTED 1 996 crop circle 

in England was a strange glyph in a field of 

oil-seed rape near the M l l motorway 

(Junction 1 4 )  at Girton, Cambs., on May 
1 2th. Girton is a suburb of Cambridge, 
which is perhaps best known for its 
previously all-female college that forms part 
of Cambridge University. Is this formation's 

proximity to Girton College an indication of 

distaff activity as regards the crop circles? 
The circle consists of a 53 ft diam. ring 

with a thin curving tail. Within the ring is 
the curved shape of a breaking wave though 

this may be intended as a yinlyang symbol, 
or even a small human embryo. OS Grid 

Reference is TL 4 1 8604. Reports vary as to 
the degree of breakage of the rape stalks; 

apparently none was broken at ground level 
but some were broken 12-14"  up. This is 
unusual. 

Dowser Michael Newark judged the 
circle genuine, with a "spider's web" of 
concentric and radial earth energy coming 

from it. He says that during this May the 
power of the dowsabie lines radiating from 
ancient sites has decreased by about 90%. 
He does not know why this is, but all were 

at a strong level until then and the same also 

applies to crop formations which he has 
dowsed this year. A second formation 
appeared a week later in barley at Girton on 

Aerial view of the "Six petalled Flower " in barley at Si/bury Hill. (© Steve Alexander) 

the other side (east) of the M 1 1 .  This too 
he judged to be genuine. 

An anticlockwise circle in rape at Sollom 
in Lancashire was reported on May 22nd. 

About 2 1 ft in diameter with a curved 
pathway leading from it to a smaller circle, 
this formation had minimal stem breakage 
and well defmed edges. Nearby were two 

grapeshot circles connected by a weaving 

curved pathway. This was very close to 

electricity pylons and across the road from a 
field which had a pictogram in 1 995; at OS 

Grid Ref: SD 469 1 94. Michael also judged 
this genuine, like the 1 995 pictogram, in 

view of the weak 'spider's web' of energy 

which he detected radiating from it. 

Two other formations were reported at 
East Oakley (near Basingstoke) in rape. 
Another in rape at Denton, near Cuddesdon, 
Oxon, was a simple circle 45 ft across with 

little sign of any breakage. One in barley at 

Goodworth Clatford near Andover had three 

rings of uneven width and was unimpressive. 

Silbury Hill & Alton Barnes 

The six petalled flower formation at Silbury 

Hill appeared on June 1 st and can be seen in 

the picture on our front cover and above. It 

is in barley, with diameter about 82 ft. This 
is a smaller replica of a Julian Richardson 

style 'flower' formation made near Froxfield 
in August 1 994 (see Cerealogist # 13) but 

that does not mean it was made by the same 

circlefakers who were correctly named in the 

magazine. That the new formation was of 
human origin seems undoubted in view of 
the fact that post holes were seen in it when 
it was first found. The floor lay was quite 
rough and some underlying mud on stems 
was clearly visible, especially on the internal 

"petals". The overall construction was 
rushed in appearance. 

Strange symbol in oil-seed rape field near Girton in Cambridgeshire (© Steve Alexander) 

A spectacular formation 648 ft long and 
consisting of 89 circles appeared in East 
Field, Alton Barnes, early on June 1 7th. 

This was undoubtedly intended to represent 

the double helix structure of a DNA 
molecule - the blueprint of all genetic 

material and of human life in particular. 
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There are 1 2  main circles in line and the 
77 smaller circles (some say 79) wind in 
symmetrical curves on either side of this as 

can be seen in the diagram. Whatever its 
origin, this was really well executed and no 
one saw it being made. A lone crop-watcher 
on Adam' s  Grave, the large tumulus above 
the field, slept from midnight to dawn when 
he awoke to see the formation. 

A certain circlefaker, who was appar
ently at Alton Bames on June 1 4- 1 6th, has 
cast considerable suspicion on himself by 
submitting, on the Internet, an unsolicited 
(and very dubious) alibi for the night of June 
1 6- 1 7th, but of course this may be a double 
bluff. More on this in the next issue. 

The East Field Double Helix (©P. Sorensen) 

Above : The extra
ordinary match 
between the seed 
patterns within the 
severed aubergine 
and the Arabic 
letters for 'ALlAH '  
on a holy plate. Note 
that the two seed 
patterns displayed 
are necessarily 
mirror images. 

Right: BelieverSalim 
Pate/ shows off the 
miracle aubergines. 

Mr Patel 's aubergine 

Although it's  not a crop circle, it' s vegetable 
and it' s considered to be a miracle: we feel 
justified in bringing you news ofMr Patel 's  
aubergine (or eggplant) in  which is  inscribed 
the word "Allah". 

Things haven't been the same in 
Essingdon Street, Bolton, since factory 
worker Salim Patel sliced one open and saw 
that the seeds spelled out the name of the 
Moslem deity. Strangely enough, his wife 
Ruksane who bought the aubergine dreamed 
that she would find God in her shopping. 

Now up to 50 worshippers a day crowd 
into the Patels' modest terrace house to 
witness the miracle. Religious leaders want 
to place the holy vegetable behind glass with 
other sacred relics in the town's  mosque. 
They are convinced the seeds form the 
words "Y a Allah" which, translated from 

the Arabic, mean "Oh God". 
Salim, 25, said: "When I cut it open and 

saw "Allah" written perfectly inside, I felt 
so excited. I ran round to the priest and he 
confirmed that indeed it was a miracle. Now 
I have to leave the door open because of all 

the people- coming to witness it. " 
The couple, originally from Gujerat in 

India, said they would leave the blessed 

aubergine at the mosque for a few weeks. 
"After that we have been advised to share it 
out in little pieces and eat it raw," said 
Salim. 

Then mother-of-two Ruksane told of her 
amazing aubergine dream. "I bought three 
from the store," she said. "That night I had 
a dream where somebody was telling me 
that one of the aubergines was holy and I 
would open it up and fmd Allah. Then I got 
up and it was true. The seeds clearly 
spelled out our God' s  name. I was religious 
before but now I believe with all my heart." 

Abdullah Patel, priest of the Masjide

Gosia Mosque, said: "This clearly is a 
message to the non-believers. It is a miracle 
and I am very excited. "  

Allah ' s  aubergine is the latest i n  a long 
line of holy manifestations. People claim to 
have seen Christ's  face outlined in snow and 
in cloud formations. Last year thousands of 

Hindus flocked to temples in London and 
elsewhere when the figure ofGanesh, the 
elephant-headed god, appeared to lap up 
milk offered by worshippers. Sceptical 
scientists said this was caused by the 

porous marble which the statue was carved 
from. However, even non-Hindus who were 
present derided such an explanation. 
(Source: The Daily Express, London 1313196) 
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Invitation to John Lundberg's "RosWell "party. Justifiable suspicion exists that some participants were the creators of the 'alien autopsy ' hoax. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 

Arrogant Sunderland saw himself as an 
artist whose canvas was the concrete jungle. 
He called himself the Graffiti King. In 
passing the five-year sentence, a judge 

dismissed him as no more than a common 
vandal; he said "The message of this court 
is clear -- you will go to prison for a very 

long time." Jobless Sunderland had a 
variety of nicknames or "tags", such as 

"Fisto", which was daubed on buildings, 

bridges, buses and trains throughout South 
Yorkshire. "Fisto" was even found daubed 
on a London Tube train. 

He was finally trapped by an expert who 
identified the hand behind the daubings. He 
was also secretly videoed collecting photo
graphs of his work from a processing shop. 

When his home was raided by detectives, 
they found 400 spray cans of all colours 
stacked in a corner. There were marker 
pens, maps and lists of places where he 

struck, leaflets showing examples of graffiti 
in other countries, diamond-tipped inscrib

ers, spraying gloves and face masks. Police 
also found exercise books in which Sunder
land did rough sketches before he started to 
paint. The hoard was enough to fill two 
vans. He admitted 1 4  specimen charges of 

causing criminal damage estimated at £ 7, 000. 

Sunderland was inspired by the home of 
graffiti, New York. He dressed in the 
American street style of baggy trousers, 
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jacket, basketball shoes and the reversed 
baseball cap (like Schnabel and lrving). He 
used several tags, including Fisto, Fist, Mist 

and Velocity. "I look for walls wherever I 
go, anywhere that can be seen," he said. "It 

gives me a buzz when I see it afterwards." 
Perhaps the Wiltshire police should 

examine details of this case in order to 

acquaint themselves with the mentality of 

some of the circlefakers who have probably 

caused damage of a similar order to farmers' 
crops? The parallel is very striking and 
likewise the arrogance of the crop vandals. 

Now -- Dolphin croppies ! 

Crop circle researcher Colin Andrews and a 
group of associates have announced they 
will study how dolphins react to sounds 
that have been generated by crop circles. 

A news release from Joyce Murphy of 
' Beyond Boundaries' said that Andrews' 

organisation CPR will host a research 
expedition to swim and interact with tame 

and wild dolphins off the Florida Keys and 
in the northern Bahamas during the period 
April 27 through May 6, 1 996. Directors of 
the experlition are Colin and Synthia 
Andrews, Masahiro Kahata, and David Ison. 

The primary focus of the expedition is 

sound itself, and the effects of certain 

sounds on both hwnans and dolphins. 
According to the organisers, the expedition 

will be examining two particular sounds: a 
two-tone sound which was recorded inside a 
crop circle and also music created from the 

harmonic ratios encoded in many crop circles. 
Andrews said the crop circle sound 

seemingly emanated from within a circle 
near Cheesefoot Head in England. It is 5 .2 

kHz in frequency and reveals a bipolar 
quality very similar to a dolphin' s  sonar. 

Many people hearing this sound report a 

variety of responses, such as altered states 
of mind, heightened awareness, extreme 
emotions, a k.inesthetic experience of energy, 
cessation of physical ailments, memory of 
abduction or UFO interaction, and a perva
sive sense of familiarity. One objective with 
the dolphins is to determine whether the 
sound holds any special intrigue for them. 

There will essentially be two phases of 
investigation. The first will be to interact 
with the dolphin through the medium of 
sound playing via underwater hydrophone. 

The second phase of the project is to 
measure the effects of these recordings on 

human brain-states. 

Big Brother may be hoaxing you 

In the editorial notes in the last issue (# 1 5) 
I suggested that the CIA wanted people to 

believe that it had successful 'remote 

viewing' capability and that was why its 
man Jim Schnabel had put a favourable gloss 



on the subject in his TV docwnentary, The 
Rea/X-Files, America 's Psychic Spies. Since 
then more information has come my way 
that tends to confirm this and also give an 
equally Machiavellian reason for Jim ' s  part 
in what can only be described as a CIA hoax. 

Last October I spoke to retired Army 
Major Ed Dames who at one time headed 
the Pentagon's  team of remote viewers. He 
told me that PsiTech, his remote viewing 
company which was set up after he left the 
military, was working closely with the FBI 
in tracking down the notorious Unabomber. 
His team of remote viewers had discovered 
that the Unabomber was, in fact, two men 
working together who were based in Indiana. 
Arrests were imminent and, when that 
happened, the FBI would credit PsiTech for 
giving them their breakthrough. 

Sadly for the reputation ofRV, this was 
not the case. The alleged Unabomber, a 
loner called Ted Kaczynski, against whom a 
totally damning indictment has been prepa
red, was arrested in early April at his shack 
in the Rocky Mountain wilds near Lincoln, 
Montana. In no way was this thanks to 
PsiTech, who appear to have been wrong on 
every count. Here was further proof that 
RV seldom produces any useful results 
whatever and that US government sponsor-

ship of this technique is, at best, a hoax. 
But a hoax to what end? The purpose of 

this ruse is to convince foreign governments 
(through carefully leaked information) that 
the US possesses highly advanced and 
reliable psychic capabilities. If an opponent 
nation accepts this, the US is then freer to 
use information derived from in-the-field 
hwnan intelligence agents without putting 
these assets at risk. The intelligence 
supposedly acquired through RV merely 
provides cover for information gathered 
through more conventional channels. 

When the DIA's John Alexander, until 
recently Head of the Non-Lethal Warfare 
department at Los Alamos, had this put to 
him in the 1 980s, he became extremely angry 
and broke off contact with the person who 
suggested it. It looks as ifSchnabel's  docu
mentary was meant to perpetuate the hoax. 

The Autopsy Circus (continued) 

Although most people have lost interest in 
Mr Santilli ' s  "Alien Autopsy" hoax by 
now, the whole circus carries on on 
Compuserve's Encounters forwn on the 
Internet. One of the perpetrators of the 
hoax, Rob lrving, now plays a prominent 
part on the Internet, responding to earnest 

queries finm eamestAmericans. Forexample:-
Debbie: "Robert, thanks for staying up 

so late for us on a week night. So, bottom
line it for us . . .  do you think the autopsy 
film is real or hoaxed ?" 

Rob lrving: "I'm on the fence about the 
actual footage . . .  when I saw it I was 
stunned . . .  brilliant art! I took a positive 
view because i thought it hypocritical that 
ufologists came out so quickly against it . . .  
Then my view changed for the worse. "  

And s o  on. These exchanges seem totally 
surreal, almost as ifOJ had been invited to 
join the jury and help reach a verdict in his 
own court case! The sheer ridiculousness 
of it all is epitomised by the bizarre antics 
of one particularly foolish woman on the 
Internet who is evidently most anxious to 
believe in the reality of alien HILDA. She 
seems to have, electronically, fallen in love, 
first of all, with Santilli and then with lrving. 
Needless to say she mercilessly attacks those, 
such as myself, who question their veracity. 

lrving has on many occasions avoided 
answering the direct question as to whether 
or not he was involved in the making of the 
"alien autopsy" footage and usually replies 
with a barrage of insults and malicious in
vective against your editor. I think that this 
sort of response probably speaks for i�elf. 

The crop circle phenomenon conti nues unabated. Have your own 
photog ra ph ic record of the events of 1 994 and 1 995 ""ith glossy 
6 x 4 pri nts of exq uisite aerial shots from the fields of England. 

34 photogra phs of 1 995 (£25.00) a nd 1 8  of 1 994 (£ 1 4.00) a re 
ava i l a bl e  as sets. Add £2.00 per set for overseas orders. 

I nd ividual p hotographs ava i l able on request at £ 1 .00 each. 

Please make cheques payable (I n sterli ng, drcnMn on a bank ""lth 
a British bra nch) to •s. ALEXAN D E R'. Al lo"" 2 ""e�ks for delivery. 
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