


"If you cut me down, I will only become more powerful" 
OBI WAN KENOBI, Star Wars 

After its relatively slow start earlier in the season, 
the phenomenon has kicked into gear big time, 
as the listings starting on page 5 testify, with 
some truly mind-boggling designs. Every year 
we think the formations can't surprise us, and 
every year they do. This summer, even some of 
the landscapes which cradle them have surprised 

us, as Michael Glickman's article opposite shows. 

The media has already dipped its first uneasy 
toes into the waters of circle coverage with a 
recent spot on BBC Radio 4, with yours truly 
versus alleged circlemakers 'Team Satan', while 
John Lundberg of the same outfit plugged the 
orthodox hoax view yet further on Channel 4 a 
few weeks after. Meanwhile, a British Gas poster 
advert currently uses the image of a radiator (!) 
made as a crop circle. 

But the blather of Team Satan seems positively 
benevolent compared to the output of some 
supposed croppies. The latest issue of The 
Cereo/ogist manages to pack in a series of dia­
tribes against Steve Alexander, Karen Douglas, 
me, Michael Glickman, Barry Reynolds and se as 
a whole, accusing us of all sorts of naughtiness 
and misdemeanours. It's a continuation of an 
obsessive personal vendetta born of an envy and 
hatred so far removed from the beauty of the 
phenomenon The Cereologist is supposed to be 
interested in as to lead one to genuinely worry 
for its editor's state of mind. 'Vapid New Age 
witterers' we may be (see Letters, p18), but at 
least we sleep soundly at night. 

At the end of the day, the truth or otherwise of 
the badmouthing can be tested by the old adage 
"By their fruits ye shall know them." Our work is 
out there In the public domain for all to see -
have a sniff of our fruit and veg and see what you 
think. The Cereologist, sadly, is smelling increas­
ingly putrid, doing the crop circle community as 
a whole no favours at all. Shame. 

Away from all that - rather belatedly - readers 
may have missed this Millennium card (below) 
issued in the 'Country Companions' range. Now 
the circles have even made it into cute greeting 
cards, their influence is surely unstoppable ... 
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Many readers will have heard of the hole 
which appeared at the top of Silbury Hill and it 
seems appropriate to record the circumstances, or 
at least that part of the story which we know. 

An American couple visiting the area climbed the 

renowned pillager of antiquities, obviously thought 
that Silbury was a profitable bet and set up his 
expensive project using Cornish tin-miners under 
the direction of a Colonel Drax. 

It had been assumed, over the ensuing 224 years, 
that the Drax shaft had been filled, and the first Hill on the afternoon of 

29th May. Scrambling to 
the top, they found an 
apparently bottomless 
hole, several feet in diam­
eter, right at the centre of 
the flat circular area. 
They had no way of know­
ing that it had only just 
appeared. They were be­
mused by yet another ex­
ample of English eccen­
tricity: leaving a danger­
ous pit, without even a 
handrail, on top of a na­
tional monument! 

However, as word spread, 
English Heritage, who are 
charged with stewardship 

_,...----------------- reaction among the en­
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SILBURY 

gineers and consultants 
brought in as advisers 
was one of some bewil­
derment. How could 
rainfall, no matter how 
heavy, cause a volume 
of earth to compress so 
catastrophically? The 
truth soon became 
clear. The shaft was 
never filled, it was 
merely plugged at the 
top. Little analysis is 
needed to understand 
this. The Duke lived at 
a time when all ancient 
mounds were believed 

HOLLOW 
The top of Wiltshire's famous Silbury 

Hill, centre of so much crop circle activ­
ity, has collapsed inwards, to much spec­
ulation from media and metaphysicians 

alike. Is the reason why mundane or 
meaningful? Or somewhere in-between, 
as MICHAEL GLICKMAN observes .. ? 

of the Hill, moved into 
action. The area was barricaded off in a rather 
ineffective way (as we will see) and two 'security 
guards' were posted to smoke and read the paper 
in their van until it was time to go home to bed. 

A day or two later, workmen were seen hauling 
scaffold poles and corrugated metal sheets up the 
side of the Hill with bright blue synthetic rope. 
They were to construct a large square lid which 
they hoped would cap the hole against both further 
rain penetration and unwelcome access by the 
unauthorised. 

The local Gazette & Herald of Thursday 1st June 
gave the event front page coverage with a supple­
mental article inside and several colour pho­
tographs. They reported the views of Chris Gin­
gel!, the property manager for 
The National Trust, which works 
closely with English Heritage. He 
suggested that the hole was, in 
fact, the collapse of a vertical 
shaft dug in 1776 by the Duke of 
Northumberland. The heavy 
rain, he said, had caused the 
damage. 

There seems to be no informa­
tion on the refilling of the 130' 
deep hole after the failure of the 
enterprise. The Duke and his 
associates were not pursuing his­
torical or archaeological truth; 
they were looters. For centuries 
the locals had believed that a 
solid gold replica of King Sel, 
mounted on his horse, was at the 
centre of the mound. Northum­
berland, who was already a 

to be burial sites. The 
smaller ones had 

yielded ornaments and artefacts of some value. It 
was perhaps logical to assume Silbury, the biggest 
of all, would give up the biggest treasure. When it 
became clear that Northumberland's efforts and 
investment would not be rewarded, he must have 
looked for the cheapest way of getting clear. He 
did not refill and reinstate, as had been assumed 
until now. He simply plugged the opening. 

Now, whether the plug was 3' or 30' thick will 
forever be a mystery. The mining practice of that 
era was to bridge heavy balks of timber, probably 
oak or elm, over the shaft and to load earth (or in 
this case, chalk) on top of them. More than two 
hundred years of dampness will have reduced the 

Si/bury capped ... Photo by DAVID RVSSELL 
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strength of the tim ber, while the recent heavy 
weather will have satu rated the chalk p lug until it 
reached sufficient weig ht to cause the rotten sup­
port timber to fail . 
Eng lish Heritage seem to be making a l l  the rig ht 
moves. They are aware of Sil bury Hil l 's impor­
ta nce to many of us and they are committed to 
informing the public of their intentions. Geologica l 
and engineering I n vestig ations a re stil l ta king 
place. It Is likely that, when decisions have fina l ly 
been taken, the void wil l be backfil led , using cha l k  
t o  match t h e  original construction. 
This, then,  is a brief report of the events and 
responses to the opening of the Hil l .  It hangs 
together and is  u nchal lengeable as a narrative of 
events in  Newtonian reality. 
However, there a re other rea l ities. I thin k that we, 
in the crop circle world ,  a re aware of this. I 
propose now to outline a para l lel na rrative. 
In the ea rly hours of the morning of Sunday 25th 
of March, a you ng man d riving towards Ma rl bor­
ough past the Waggon and Horses saw a flattened 
oval of numerous coloured flashing lig hts near 
Sil bu ry Hil l .  As he approached the Hil l he saw that 
the lig hts, which were white, red ,  g reen and blue, 
were positioned a bove it. He  cou ld not tel l  if  the 
object bearing the lig ht was stationary on the 
hil ltop or  if it was hovering a smal l  distance above. 
There were no other vehicles on the road and he 
was very frightened by what he had seen. He 
raced home. 
The initial report, again in the Gazette and Herald, 
quotes the National  Trust as confirming that, as far 
as they were aware, there had been no gatherings 
at Sil bu ry. The telephones at the Waggon and 
Horses had gone down .  Police recorded no other 
reports of sig htings, but by the fol lowing week, in 
response to the a rticle, severa l people came for­
ward to confirm that they a lso had seen the lights. 
On the night of the 5th/6th May, two women on a 
cropwatch at Knap Hil l  saw a light display over 
Sil bury which lasted a bout an  hour. They saw 
what they cou ld  describe on ly  as "slow lig htning", 
a golden lig ht, zigzagging downwa rds towards the 
Hil l .  They later realised that - from another 
direction - this mig ht have been perceived as a 
spira l or coil . Another witness on the same 
e�ening saw a simila r  lightshow over Sil bury, but 
v1ewed from the west . For her the light was silver 
rather than gold .  
Before the  ho le  arrived, the  triang le-in-a-ring se­
quence of crop circles com menced at East Field on 
the 2 1st May (though this design trait had already 
been set elsewhere at Farningham, Kent, on 25 
April - Ed). Shortly after, on May 3 1st, the 
Lockeridge Hil l formation a rrived and the trio cul­
minated with the evolution, over the nig hts of 2nd 
and 3rd June, of the formation at West Kennett 
(see p7). There were severa l lu minosity sig htings 
around this formation, one involving lights which 
appeared to move from the top of the Hil l into the 
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formation. Subseq uently, on 11th Ju ne, exquisite 
sibling formations a rrived in a field to the west of 
the Hil l .  I know of no a nomalous events associated 
with these formations.  
When the hole was first announced , the news 
spread like wildfire throug h the crop circle commu­
nity. The genera l  view was that the energy con­
tained in the Hi l l  had been 'uncorked'. There was 
a widespread feeling of euphoria about this and a 
sense that the timing was perfect. Many noted 
that the event occurred a l most precisely two ca l­
endar months after the sighting of the coloured 
lights. There was, initia l ly,  a logical disbelief that 
t�e hole cou ld have fa l len inwa rd�. We thoug ht, as 
d 1d everyone, that the shaft hav1ng been properly 
refil led, there was nowhere for the earth to go. 
Had the earth been removed, just like the mysteri­
ous smooth cylindrical Swiss ho les reported in the 
early '90s? 
So moved were people by this event that a sma l l  
g roup, on at least three occasions, braved the 
guards and penetrated the capping, abseiling on 
the third visit to the bottom of the hole, 33' down, 
with flood lights and video cameras. An unknown 
lateral tu n nel was discovered and filmed on this 
occasion. It sloped downwards for a bout 18' at a 
compass bea ring of 200 degrees before itself be­
coming blocked with spoil . This side tunnel was 
clearly part of the Northu mberland/Drax works. 
So where are we? The conventional  view, sup­
ported by Eng lish Heritage and anyone wishing to 
cling to the mechanistic paradigm, is that the 
supports to the origina l  shaft plug rotted and 
col lapsed. This, at one level ,  is unchal lengeable. 
But what about the other synchronous events? 
What about the widespread feeling of ' rightness' 
a bout the idea that the Hi l l 's energies had been 
uncorked? What a bout the centra l role the Hil l has 
played in the development of the crop circle mys­
tery? What about the immeasu ra ble, u nknowable 
energy that many of us a re certain it emits? What 
about the strange fact that the Hil l is constructed 
of a lternating layers of orga nic and inorganic ma­
teria ls, exactly like Wil helm Reich's orgone accu­
mu lator, which displayed powerful and inexplica ble 
effects? What a bout Dr F R McKim's 1959 resistiv­
ity survey, which was ca rried out to locate voids in 
the mass of the Hil l ,  but discovered only that it 
emitted a faint overa l l  oscillation in readings which 
were never satisfactorily explained? 
There is a powerful lesson here. We have here two 
para l lel realities. Neither one tru ly negates the 
other a nd we a re able to choose our own position .  
(Charitably, we are never confronted with the  tru ly 
u ndeniable .  The fainthearted a re a lways given an  
escape hatch .)  Is  it, as the  mechanists would say, 
a sim ple coincidence that, after two hundred and 
twenty four  yea rs, the p lug col la psed ? Or are 
?ther forces involved in the synchronicity of open­
mg energy channels precisely when and where 
they mig ht be needed? MG 

The hole truth and nothing plug the truth 

, ' 

There's been a multitude of stu n ning de­
signs in the last few weeks, as reported be low . 
As ever, this list is not necessa rily d efinitive,  but  
d ocu m ents everything w e  have reports on so fa r 
since the last iss u e .  Measu rements a re often 
a p proximate. Written in the  p resent tense, 
bea r in mind some of 
th ese fo rmations wil l 
h ave g one by the time 
you read this .  Those 
with access to the In­
ternet shou ld  check out  
Crop Circ le Connector 
( see below) and othe r  
w e b  sites for t h e  latest 
news and images .  

rings in w h eat.  This unusua l  but  n eat d esign 
nea r  Cuffley railway station just off the B 157 is 
a 140' flattened triang l e  with a standing triang l e  
within it . Perched on one side of e a c h  tip o f  the  
outer  triang l e  is  a thick ring , forming a trip le­
a rmed ' spinner' effect. A ' W '  s h a pe a ppea red 

a l ongside it a day or 
so after. 

KENT 

HAMPSHIRE 
Listings of the latest crQPJormations, 

compiled by ANDY THOMAS ... 

Eynsford. Nr Fa rn­
i nqham: Rep o rted 
24 J une but a ppea red 
a round 15 June. 340' 
ring of th ree circ les 
connected by 36-
circl e  ' bead neck lace' .  
The Kent a scen sion 

Lippen Lane. Nr 
Wa rnford: 27 June . 
6-fold flower d esign of overl a pping ring s .  

Owslebu ry: Reported 17 May, but p roba b ly  
o lder .  Cl uster of nine circ les contained within 
an outline in ba rley (PHOTO p11). Looking 
rather like a multi-toed pawprint, some reports 
say this began as a sing l e  circle and g re w  later .  

Pack Lane. East Oakley: 12 J une . 72m 
6-fo ld  f lower d esign in ba rley. This is a very 
neatly executed pattern consisting of a wide 
centra l ring with six emanating peta ls and six 
encompassing semi-rings a ro und the  perimeter. 
A sma l l  g ra peshot with a standing centre lies in 
each cleft w here every semi-ring meets the tip 
of a peta l .  Visib le from the Lond on to 
Southampton railway line . 

Stephen Castle Down. Upham: 2 J u ly. 200' 
flower shape in oats.  This very complex d esign 
is a cl u ster of many semi-rings and semi-circles 
a round a centra l small ringed circ le,  strong ly 
reca l ling the Clanfield  ' pond ripp les'  of 1998. 

Tichbourne. Nr Al resford: Reported 27 May, 
but p robab ly o lder. 150' circle  with sca l lo ped 
ring in w heat.  The sca l lops  on the thin ring a re 
p laced in fou r  equidistant pairs, cu rving in­
wards.  Visible from the A 31, in the same fie ld  
w hich hosted one  of the 1995 'asteroid ' forma­
tions, not fa r from Cheesefoot H ea d .  

HERTFORDSHIRE 

Cuffley: 18 J une . Pictog ram of triang l es and 

into major lea g ue for­
mations contin u es 

with this attractive d esign, of which the l a rg est 
circle  was 85', the smal lest, 2'. The crop was 
neatly and "heavily" laid, but  remained undam­
a g ed .  One of the circles is actua l ly laid across 
the Darent Valley p u b lic footpath w hich c rosses 
the fie ld . 

Wouldham. Nr Rochester: Reported 22 May 
but p roba bly o lder. Th ree tria n g les in oats. 
Some dispute w h ethe r  th ese unusual  ma rkings 
a re in fact crop circles and not some othe r  kind 
of crop ma r king or dama g e, as they h a d  no 
discernib l e  swirl a nd were much recovered 
when found . They essentia l ly resemble a side 
view of the pyramids of Giza! The p roportions 
a re not correct, however, a ltho u g h  it has  been 
suggested they a re the view of them from a 
partic u l a r  p lace in Cairo . The l a rg est triang le is 
3 0' .  A castle, a tumu l us and the Pilg rim's Way 
footpath a re a l l  close by. 

Wrotham. Nr Farn inqha m: 14 May .  'Ce ltic 
knot' in ba rley. This lig htly imprinted formation 
is in essence a sing l e  wide path wou n d  a round 
in th ree loops (the lay giving the impression of 
the path g oing ' unde r' itself) a n d  d oes indeed 
seem to be a form of Celtic knot. Visible from 
the M20, a simple yet ingenious  d esign. 

LEICESTERSHIRE 

Brinqhurst. Nr Corby: Reported 6 J une, b ut 
p robab ly o lder. Circle with centra l  standing 
' cog-whee l '  in ba rley. The main motif of this 
g eometrica l ly p recise and striking formation is 
the cu rved a rms of the cog ,  w hich a lso resemble 
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12 circular saw teeth around a small circle at 
the centre. The 'Jurassic Way' public footpath 
runs through the field. 

Market Harborouqh: 18 June. Circle
. 

�ith 

eight radiating concentric arcs in wheat. V1s1ble 

from the A427 to Dingley, this crisp pattern also 

has a variety of other small symbols and 

grapeshot scattered about it. 

Morcott. Nr Uppinqham: 18 June. Pictogram 

of circles, paths and large crescent in wheat. 

Two circles linked by a path lead to the cres­

cent which has a further path and circle on the 

opp�site side. Three separate circles lie next �o 

it. The whole effect is very clear-cut. Th1s 

appeared on almost the same spot as a 1999 

formation. 

Seaton. Nr Corby: 15 May. Dumbbell
_ 

of 

ringed circle and ring in barley. The large nng 

is 30m and the smaller one 10m. A 7m circle 

lies nearby. Visible from the 6672. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

Wakerley. Nr Corby: Reported 13 June, but 

probably about three weeks older. 6-fold 

'wheel' of small circles in barley. Visible from 

the A47 this faintly resembles one part of the 

famous 
1
1991 Barbury Castle triangle in that it 

appears to be six curved spokes within a ring, 

except that each spoke (and the ring) is made 

up of small circles in the 'beading' style seen on 

other occasions (see Eynsford, Kent report 

above). Geometrically accurate and impressive. 

NORTHUMBERLAND 

Crossban ks. Acomb. Nr Hexham: 12 June. 
Ringed dumbbell in wheat. Large double rings 
surround the larger circle, very similar to the 
Warningcamp Hill formation of West Sussex in 
1996. Slightly crude in execution. 

OXFORDSHIRE 

Astha l l. Nr Burford: 29 June. Two circles, 78' 
& 50', in wheat. The smaller circle of the two 
has a very neat spiralled lay. Easily visible from 
the road to Asthall Leigh. 

SOMERSET 

East Compton. Nr Shepton Ma llett: 19 June. 
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Small circle within a large crescent in wheat. 
This was spotted just off the A361 on the road 
to Glastonbury. 

Stantonbury Hi l l .  Nr Bristol: Reported 18 

May but probably older. Julia Set fractal in 

barley. Very much a relative of the famous 

Stonehenge fractal of 1996, and the Newton St 

Loe Julia Set of 1999, this shares the line 

running along its central spine but lacks the 

smaller outer circles of the Stonehenge pattern. 

Perhaps unsubtle, but neat. 

Winsburv Hill. Nr Marksbury. Bristol: 31 

May. 11 snaking circles in barley. Very pleas­

ing formation of crisply defined cir�les, which 

taper down in size at either end of 1ts S-shape 

line. A very thin path connects all but two 

circles at one end. The central circle has a 

radial burst at its centre. The Stantonbury Julia 

Set (above) lies close by. 

TYNE & WEAR 

Fawdon. Nr Newcastle upon Tyne: 30 June. 
30m oval with emanating path in wheat. Dis­
covered near the southbound carriageway of 
the A1, this simple formation is distinguished 

_
by 

having two centres and a complex floor lay w1th 
an llm pathway leading off from it. 

WILTSHIRE 

Alton Barnes (East Field): 21 May. 200' 

ringed optical illusion 5-pointed star in �arl�y 
(PHOTO p10). Considering much of East F1eld 1s 

fallow this year, or had not yet sprouted fully 

when this appeared, the phenomenon clearly 

hasn't been put off by that, awarding a forma­

tion to the relatively small area of available crop 

in this field which has played host to so many 
designs over the years. It is the earliest a 
pattern has appeared here. Essentially a ring 

with standing triangular shapes in it, it is in fact 

the optical illusion of a star seen in perspective 

(as if tilted away from you), one side positive, 

the other negative. The crop is a little roughly 

laid, although barley is never that neat a 

medium, but an excellent radial 'sunburst' cen­

tre graces one of the triangular areas. 

Alton Priors (South Field): 19 June. 200' 
16-spoked 'train wheel' in barley (PHOTO p12). 
A very striking design which does indeed resem­
ble the large wheel of a steam engine, an 
eight-petalled 50' flower at the centre radiates 

the 16 spokes to an outer ring. The resulting 
standing triangles each have a scoop taken out 
of each corner from semi-circular scallops inside 
the ring, most with a few standing stalks at 
their centres. The radiating paths are impres­
sive in the way they taper inwards. The paths 
can be seen continuing to the centre through 
the laid crop of the central flower. 

Bishops Canninqs: 18 June. 150' 'Chinese 
puzzle' of standing curved triangles within a 
circle in wheat (PHOTO p11). A beautiful pat­
tern which at first looks like randomly scattered 
bits of origami, does in fact follow a logical 
symmetry which makes it no less impressive. 
On closer inspection, there's a lot in this for 
geometry freaks; the main frame of the pattern 
is hung on a equilateral triangle within a larger 
equilateral triangle, within a hexagon, with 
some parts of the formation standing and some 
flattened to create the 'puzzle' effect. Very 
attractive and clearly a relative of the East Field 
star (above). 

27 June. 8-fold mandala within a ring in wheat 
(PHOTO p10). This beautiful pattern is virtually 
impossible to describe, suffice to say it is an 
eight-pointed central star with emanating 
lozenge shapes (half laid, half standing) con­
tained within two overlapping squares, the 
whole contained within a ring. Some of the 
resulting triangular areas have impressive 
'sunburst' radial centres in a style which has 
become more common in recent years, while 
there are standing centres elsewhere. One of 
the lozenge shapes, curiously, seems to have 
been confused by a tractor line and only half of 
what is a full laid area in the seven others has 
been flattened. Campers in the vicinity the 
night the formation arrived reported "strange 
sounds" from the field, and helicopters, police 
and cranes appeared very early that morning to 
observe the new pattern. What that was all 
about no-one is quite sure. 

The field is owned by the same farmer who cut 
out the 'basket weave' design of last year. After 
initial threats to cut this out too, sense pre­
vailed and a donation box was placed at the 
edge of the field for visitors to contribute to, a 
more positive and less blood-pressure raising 
solution all round (see Cornography, page 20). 

East Kennett: 2 July. 180' square grid of 
1600 3-D boxes within a circle in wheat. This 
truly astonishing formation is a sequel to the 
1997 Etchilhampton grid of 780 boxes, only this 
time each box is properly defined as a 3-D 
effect individually laid or standing square rather 

than just being made up by criss-crossing lines. 
The grid is quadranted, with two diagonally 
opposite zones laid with the 3-D edge on one 
side (ie. standing square), the other two laid on 
the other (flattened squares, standing edge). 
Each one of the 1600 - ! - boxes is very 
accurately laid out, stunning the mind. Not 
aesthetically beautiful to some, but breathtak­
ingly ambitious and precise. 

Lockeridqe: May 31. 200' motif of rings and 
a triangle in wheat. A close double ring sur­
rounds the outline of an equilateral triangle 
which has three interlocked rings superimposed 
onto it, three laid 'petals' resulting. Some don't 
like this formation because of its slightly 
'unfinished' look, but that seems to be its inten­
tion and it has a Leonardo da Vinci-type dia­
gram feel to it which is not unappealing. The 
lay was rather muddy, however, and the crop 
quite low, adding to its sketchy feel. Many 
grapeshot lie around it. 

Milk Hi l l.  Nr Alton Barnes: 1 July. 6-fold 
flower design. A gorgeous emblem of standing 
curved diamond-shape petals unfolding from 
inside a ringed circle, this has been likened, 
justifiably, to a stained glass 'rose window' from 
a church. Very striking and accurate. 

Silburv Hi l l: 2-3 June. Standing triangles in a 
200' circle in barley (PHOTO p12). This forma­
tion (actually nearer the West Kennett Longbar­
row, but see note below regarding the Waggon 
& Horses patterns) was one of a very few to be 
completely 'remodelled' the night after its first 
appearance. Stage one appeared on 2nd June, 
a ring containing 12 standing squashed-looking 
triangles, surrounding the thin outline of a large 
equilateral triangle at the centre. Though the 
outline was well-executed, the lay was so messy 
and incoherent even compared to past sus­
pected hoaxes, some consider that someone 
actually deliberately trashed it the morning of 
its appearance to make it appear hoaxed. 
Stage two the next night, however, completely 
transformed the formation, the areas between 
the inner triangle and the ring being laid flat 
and the internal triangle itself becoming a clus­
ter of six individual standing triangles. Aston­
ishingly, all the messy lay of the previous day 
had been combed down to become as neat and 
tidy as the rest of the new parts! A very 
unusual occurrence. 

Golden lights were seen hovering over Silbury 
the night the first stage of the formation ar­
rived. Some have linked these lights to the 
appearance of the hole in the top of the Hill 
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itself- see Michael Glickman's article on page 3. 

11 June. Two elaborate symbols in barley 
(PHOTOS p9). These two striking images ar­
rived in the field behind the Waggon & Horses 
pub which other formations have graced over 
the years, and as such these sho.uld probably be 
defined as being at Beckhampton, but for the 
sake of clarity we'll follow the generally ac­
cepted. location of Silbury, which lies nearby. 
One of the designs is a 230' eight-pointed star 
with four thin rings of widening distances, while 
the other, more sophisticated one (an octahe­
dron if turned 3-D) is a 150' ring containing a 
hexagon, triangle and inner circle, with a short 
tail of small grapeshot leading off from the ring. 
The eight-pointed star had little standing tufts 
throughout its lay with the now familiar 
'sunburst' radial splay around each one. These 
were soon trodden down, leading some later 
visitors to remark on messy lays, but first 
investigators were highly impressed with the 
floors of both designs. 

Tales of a suspicious car full of 'lads' being seen 
in the car park of the Waggon & Horses around 
2.00am are rendered meaningless when one 
considers that the farmer himself drove past the 
field at about 3.30am first light and states there 
was nothing in the field. The formations were 
then first spotted at around 5.00am - an impos­
sible timescale for such 'lads' to work in, as 
previous experiments have proven. 

Stanton St Bernard: 25 June. 200' ring 
within a ring in wheat. A simple old-style 
design with an neat outer ring of 4.6m width 
and an inner one of 4m. 

Grafton Down. Nr Wexcombe: 8 June. 
Triple armed pattern in barley. A pleasing, if 
simple, design of three 94' arms of three near­
touching circles each, some with standing tufts, 
increasing in size to the outside (14.5', 24.5', 
44.5') centred around a central small circle. 
Beautiful water-like swirls make this a very 
attractive formation. 

Windmill  Hi l l: 18 June. 270' circle with 
internal optical illusion chequer-board square in 
wheat (PHOTO p11). Probably the most stun­
ning design of the year, this has to be seen to 

. be fully understood, but essentially the 
chequer-board grid of raised and flattened rect­
angles, diminishing in width as they move to 
the outer edge of the box, gives the astonishing 
optical illusion of a bulging sphere. This style of 
design has been described as 'Vega-Nor', a form 
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of 'Op-art' pioneered in the 1960's which plays 
tricks with the mind. The square-within-a circle 
is now becoming a standard Issue of the phe­
nomenon, and Windmill Hill played host to a 
similar design in 1999, but this is the most 
ambitious in the series yet. 

Woodborough Hil l: 24 June. Crude small 
single circle in wheat. 

YORKSHIRE 

West Bretton. Nr Kexborough. West Yorks: 
26 June. Circle with inner squares. Just west of 
Junction 38 of the Ml, this boasts yet another 
standing square within a circle, with two in­
creasingly smaller squares within it, at angles to 
each other, Russian doll-like. 

OVERSEAS (locations only) 

CANADA: Willmar, Nr Regina, Saskatchewan 
CZECH REPUBLIC: Krasna Lip, Decin District 
GERMANY: Brandshagen, Nr Strahslund, 
Mecklenburg-Vor I Burghasungen, Nr Zieren­
berg (3 formations) I Doernberg-Zierenberg, Nr 
Kassel, Hessen I Dorla, Nr Kassel, Hessen 1 
Ehlen-Martinshagen Nr Kassel, Hessen 1 Ehmen, 
Nr Braunschweig, Niedersachsen I Elfer­
shausen, Nr Kassel, Hessen I Gut Eschberg, 
Hessen I Gut Rangen, Nr Kassel (2 formations) 
I Klein Kedingshagen, Nr Strahlsund, 
Mecklenburg-Vor I Netze, Nr Waldeck, Hessen 1 
Niederrhein, Nordrheinwestfalen I Schmedsha­
gen, Nr Stralsund, Mecklenburg-Vor I Ubachs­
berg, Nr Heerlen, Limburg I Zierenberg, Nr 
Kassel, Hessen HOLLAND: Hoeven ITALY: 
Villa Raverio, Lombardia I Villaspeciosa, 
Sardegna RUSSIA: Yuzhnoye, Stravropol 
USA: Roanake, Virginia I Virginia Beach, Vir­
ginia.D A ful l  report on overseas forma­
tions will  appear in a Winter issue. 

SOURCES: Crop Circle Connector and its correspon­
dents, Medway Crop Circle & SC contacts. 

FOR ON-LINE NEWS OF THE LATEST FORMATIONS, 
CHECK OUT ... www.cropcircleconnector.com 

SPONSORED BY SC 

THIS PAGE: Nr 
Si/bury Hill, Wilt­
shire, /I June. Re­
port: p8. Both 
these designs ap­
peared the same 
night, behind the 
Waggon & Horses 
pub. 

Close-up photos: 
STEVE 
ALEXANDER 

Central photo: 
DA VID R USSELL 
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ABOVE: A/ton Barnes, Wiltshire, 21 May. Report: p6. The famous East Field produced this for 2000. Photo: LUCY PRINGLE 
BELOW: Bishops Cannings, Wiltshire, 27 June. Report: p7. Note that the bottom right hand 'lozenge' hasn't been completed. 
Photo: STEVE ALEXANDER 
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ABOVE: Owslebury, Hampshire, 17 May. Re­

port: p5. Photo: LUCY PRINGLE 

RlGHT: Windmill Hill, Wiltshire, 18 June. 
Report: p8. Can you see the sphere within this? 
Photo: STEVE ALEXANDER 

BELOW LEFT: Bishops Cannings, Wiltshire, 
18 June. Report: p7. The 'Chinese Puzzle'. 
Photo: STEVE ALEXANDER 

BELOW RlGHT: Furze Hill, Wiltshire, 14 
May. Photo: LUCY PRINGLE 

Full colour original copies of Steve Alexander and Lucy 
Pringle's photos can be obtained from: 

LUeY: 5 Town Lane, Sheet, Petersfield, Hants, 
GU32 2AF, teUfax 01730 263454 

e-mail: LucyPringle@compuserve.com 

STEVE: 27 St Francis Road, Gosport, Hants, 
P012 2UG, teUfax 02392 352867 

e-mail: temporarytemples@netscapeonline.co.uk 
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ABOVE: Si/bury Hill, Wiltshire, 2-3 June. Report: p7. This appeared over two nights, undergoing a massive tr
.
ansformation. 

Photo: LUCY PRINGLE BELOW: A/ton Priors, Wiltshire, 21 May. Report: p6-7. A wheel, or what? The tapenng spokes are 

impressive. Photo: STEVE ALEXANDER 
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For some time, an enthusiastic group living 
in the Medway area of Kent has felt the need for an 
independent local crop ci rcle organisation. To­
gether, we have formed the Medway Crop Ci rcle 
(MCC), which has s imi lar aims to al l  such other 
g roups In that it endeavours to cover al l aspects of 
the phenomenon. With 

first formation came down at Farn lngham on the 
25th Apri l.  A few days later, after obtain ing  the 
farmer's perm ission, Janet and I entered the 
'Yel low Peri l ' ,  and true to form emerged as a pai r 
of 'Marig olds' !  Although we had found  some 
broken stems etc., we came away fee l ing qu ite 

seven formations landing 
in our ball-park d uring 
'99, it's felt that the Clr­
c lemakers have re­
sponded to the renewed 
interest shown In th is  
neck of the woods. The 
Medway environs are in­
tensely rich historical ly, 
and we have many old 
stones lying around Invit­
ing crop c ircles! 

0 �[p@� 0 

positive about it. Ann 
and Davld ,  who had 
v is i ted it I ndepe n ­
dently, felt t h e  same. 
Farn l n g ham that day 
had many visitors, and 
the only place we cou ld  
park was right outside 
the lychgate of the v i l ­
lage church. My atten ­
tion was d rawn t o  the 
roof of the lychgate, 
because it had an I nter­
esti ng p ierced trefo i l  
design, held with in  a 
triang le (Fig. 2). It was 
then I real ised that 

ME:DWAY 
MEDITATION 

Aware of the phe­
nomeno n 's interact ive 
aspects, it was decided to 
try to seek a positive 
response from the Cir-

In the last couple of years, Kent has 
suddenly become a fashionable place 

for crop formations. Could this be due 
to active interaction and a new burst of 

enthusiasm from local researchers? 
GRAHAM TUCKER believes so ... 

clemakers by using s im-
ple g rou p med itation, Involving our  logo (Fig. 1). 
Based u pon three c i rcles, the logo's top c ircle 
i ncludes a heart-shape which forms the letter 'M ' ,  
l inking to the two lower half  c ircles which make the 
two 'C's (MCC). 
Our first meditation took place on a beautiful 
su n ny afternoon on Sunday 19th March 2000 - we 
could n't have wished for a better day!  We seated 
ou rselves on the three-l i ne fey that runs for fou r  
mi les from Bu rham Court chu rch ,  v i a  the Coldru m  
Stones, end ing at Trottiscl iffe (Trosley) vi l lage  
church. Th is  church overlooks the  fields that In  '99 
hosted two of the most impressive formations ever 
to be seen local ly. 
My wife Janet and myself, along with other fou nder 
members, Ann Pedersen ,  David Taylor and Mar­
cel le Moriarty began by than king the Circlemakers 
for al l the beautifu l  designs of seasons past. We 
then asked that in response to our bou ndless 
enthusiasm for them, we would love them to 
acknowledge us by placing a s im i lar design  to our 
logo i n  the fields. Details of the day's events were 
recorded and logged in our com puter's memory. 
Wel l ,  after several weeks of neck-straining ru n­
abouts looki ng for big heart-shaped M's, Kent's 

(I) (2) 

Diagrams by GRAHAM TUCKER 

(3) 

what I was confronted 
with was the underlying 

geometry of the formation lying a quarter of a mi le  
away (Fig. 3). Not only that, this was the same 
geometric make-u p that was used in our logo (Fig. 
4) .. ! Had the Clrclemakers answered us? 
Looking back at all the '99 formations, I tried to 
find one based on this geometry, and although 
there were quite a few tri-c ircular near misses, I 
only found it employed at Lidd i ngton Castle. 
Our  second med itation took place on a cold and 
miserable evening (we m ust be dedicated ! )  at the 
ancient Kits Coty House (standing stones) on Blue­
bel l  H i l l ,  on May 3rd. ( Not on ly is this my birthday, 
but a certain wel l-known cropple also shares it 
with me . . .  ) 
On May 14th, a 'Celtic Knot' (see pS) appeared , 
park ing itself In a field near Wrotham . An al ign­
ment runs from Kits Coty to the Coldru m  Stones, 
straight through the Trottiscl iffe fields, that were 
home to the '99 formations - and then on into the 
field at W rotham, would you bel ieve? 
The Celtic Knot, as you can see from the d rawing 
(Fig. 5), contains the same u nderlyi ng geometry, 
once again, as our logo. As you can imag i ne by 
now, we are awaiting future developments with 
baited breath ... GT 

(4) (5) 
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Cerealogical paraphenalia and beyond, 
reviewed by SONYA PORTER, 

MARCUS ALLEN & ANDY THOMAS ... 

'IJTh®���g 
o'IJTh® �� @Oill)O 

by Martyn Stubbs & UFO Magazine 

Video Review by SONY A PORTER 

There are two 
types of anomalous 
o bj ects shown on 
thi s v ideo, fi l med 
from space shuttles 
during thei r  missions 
ove r the past five 
yea rs. They are seen 
c l uster ing  a round  
the H u bb le  Space 
Telescope during its 
re pa i r, a round the 
M lR s pa ce stat ion 
and a lso a round the 
tethered sate l l i te 
which b ro ke away 
from the STS-75 
mission in 1996. If 

the footage is genu ine and if the phenomena 
cannot be proved to be of natura l  causes, then this 
tape does i ndeed provide 'smoking g u n' evidence 
of i ntel l igent l i fe of some k ind in Low Earth Orbit. 
The first phenomenon is of a spherica l 'doughnut' 
sha pe, in va rying sizes, opaque but at times a l ­
most transparent and with what seems to be a 
jagged edge. The second is rod -shaped, of d iffer­
ent lengths a nd shi mmering with co lour, but ex­
tremely short- l ived . 
Martyn Stu bbs is a recently-retired ca ble TV sta­
tion manager in Va ncouver, Ca nada with 25 years 
experience of ed iti ng fast-movi ng videotape. Fol ­
lowi ng the fi lm ing of  anomalous objects by  astro­
nauts on boa rd a shuttle in 199 1, sheer curiosity 
d rove Martyn to record and investigate in deta i l  
the NASA tapes of a l l  the shuttle m issions for a 
period of several years (broadcast routinely on 
specia l ist TV cha n nels). He now has 36 tapes of 
eight hours each, coveri ng every m ission from the 
time it started unti l  the moment it stopped. 
The first, spherica l ,  phenomenon was easy to 
detect and is shown in the footage both as smal l ,  
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fluffy bal ls, fly ing a round i n  clusters in d ifferent 
d i rections and at d ifferent speeds close to the 
shuttles, and a lso as huge bright objects moving 
singly arou nd,  for i nsta nce, the MlR spacecraft or 
across Earth's horizon .  Martyn found the rod 
phenomenon m uch more d i fficult to catch and 
d isplay on the video.  Because they move at such 
I ncred ible speed, it was only his experienced eye 
which caught the odd g l i m pse of 'somethi ng '  and 
made hi m d ig  deep i nto the NASA tapes to find out 
what it was.  And it  was only when Martyn broke 
down the video i nto 60 frames and two fields for 
each second of video that he found what he had 
g l impsed: a brightly-coloured rod which cou ld be 
seen in one fra me for o ne-thirtieth of a second and 
then van ishes to - where? 
Last summer, M a rtyn contacted G raham Bi rdsa l l ,  
ed itor of Brita i n's UFO Magazine, and together 
they have produced this video which was issued at 
the end of the 9th Annua l  International  U FO 
Cong ress Convention at La ughl in ,  Nevada . 
Now, what's my op in ion of the ta pe? You have to 
remember that I am looking at it from the ord inary 
enthusiast's poi nt  of view - I 'm no scientist. 
The fluffy bal ls i m med iately made me thi nk of the 
'foe-fighters' of the Second World War - those 
g lowing ba l ls  of plasma which flew with planes of 
both the Al l ies and Axis a i rforces i n  1944/45 -
and a lso of what we now ca l l  the luminosities 
which have been seen a nd videoed over crop 
formations for many years. 
The rods reca l led another phenomenon, a lso cal led 
rods, which have been fi l med by Jose Escami l la i n  
Texas si nce the early 90s. Those, o f  course, 
a lthough they do move extremely qu ickly, are 
nowhere as fast as the space rods. But cou ld they 
be the same thing? Could the Earth rods start i n  
space and then be  slowed by the atmosphere? 
Martyn Stu bbs points out that both the ball and 
rod phenomena a ppea r to act i nte l l igently and that 
was certa in ly the impression I got about the fluffy 
bal ls .  If they had been operati ng i n  water, I wou ld 
have thought they were jel lyfish! It was more 
d ifficult to te l l  from the video just how the rods 
behaved because they moved too qu ickly for the 
eye to fo l low easi ly and there were j ust not enough 
exa mples. Apparently, one critic thinks the rods 
are cosmic rays. Martyn counters this by sayi ng 
that when they are interested i n  anything, such as 
the repa i r  of the Hubble Space Telescope and the 
opening of a stuck shuttle door, then the rods 
cluster around and slow down. If that can be seen 
clearly, then they are obviously not rays. Cosmic 
rays are not ca pable of cu riosity and the laws of 
physics say they ca n 't s low down for any reason .  
The one criticism I have o f  the video is that there 
is too much ta l k  and not enough footage. I 
understa nd that the first section must be g iven 
over to an  expla nation of the basic UFO story. This 
video is for the genera l  pub l ic  as wel l  as for UFO 
buffs and some people haven't even heard of 

Roswel l  yet! But the second section, which is an  
interview with Martyn Stu bbs, is far too lon g .  It 
could have been ed ited and the story of Martyn's 
work condensed Into ha lf its actual length without 
loss. Bearing in mind that it is the footage, the 
evidence, that we a l l  bought the video for, there is 
just not enough of it I n  the third section .  Martyn ,  
to  h is  eternal  cred it, col lected h is  evidence on 36 
tapes each of  eight hours i n  length and I should 
have l i ked to have seen much, much more of it  
than we do. More footage would g ive the de­
bunkers headaches sayi ng it  was hoaxed : if Martyn 
had doctored 288 hours of footage In the years 
ta ped, he would n 't have had time for his day-job! 
Personal ly, I would be ha ppy to spend another 
tenner on a v ideo which showed nothi ng but 
footage p lus commentary. 
But no matter how much footage Is shown, wil l  the 
scientific fraternity accept it as that famous smok­
ing gun? Some mem bers, perha ps. 
Guido N igra, a SETI d i rector, was very impressed, 
and actual ly sa id so for publ ication .  But when one 
of the chief desig ners of the Hubble Space Tele­
scope was shown shots of the rod phenomenon, he 
left the lecture room without a word . He had 'felt 
comfortable' with the spherica l phenomenon be­
cause there are possi ble though un l i kely explana­
tions for these, but he cou ld n't ha ndle the appar­
ent impossib i l ity of the rods .  
And this is the problem.  I 'm sure that the rejec­
tion of the whole idea of UFOs, of crop formations, 
of a l iens and extra-terrestrial l i fe is not simply (or 
on ly) due to govern ment conspiracies. It is the 
human cond ition . Most people outside our c ircle 
are, basica l ly, afra id of what they cannot u nder­
stand a nd wi ll do anythi ng to avoid it, both physi­
ca l ly and menta l ly.  Unti l  there is a flock of UFOs 
sitting for months on end over all major cities or 
formations in  every corn fie ld throughout the world 
and these are mentioned aga i n  and aga in  on TV 
(the new rel ig ion,  the only thi ng people bel ieve in  
these days), then I do not  thi n k  that any 'smoking 
gun'  wi l l  ever be accepted . 
There is one smal l  l ight. G raha m  Birdsa l l  te l ls  me 
that a lthough he has contacted every possible 
med ia outlet - TV, rad io, the press - he has had 
not one reply. Usua l ly someone wi l l  come back 
and say "Tel l  us more", even if it goes no further; 
someti mes breakfast TV shows wi l l  invite him on 
for odd comments .  Not this t ime.  Not one reply. 
If you can't ha ndle the impossi ble, you close your  
eyes to  i t .  I f  you  can't debu n k  the a nswer, you 
don't ask the question in  the first place. 
I 'd advise, get the video and then demand more 
footage. SP 

THE SECRET NASA TRANSMISSIONS: 'The Smoking Gun'. 90 
minutes, VHS I NTSC. UK: £16.99 I US: $27.50 I Canada: 
C$37.50 I Europe: £17.99 I Rest of the World: $27.50. Obtainable 
from UFO Magazine only, at Quest Publications International Ltd., 
West Street, Lloyds Bank Chambers, Ilkley, West Yorks, LS29 
9DW, England. 

�IJ®IJ) �5�0@� 
by Mlchael Gllckman 

Book Review by MARCUS ALLEN 

Four years ago, Michael 
G l ickman p u b l i shed his 
first book (reviewed in se 
60). It covered the major 
formations which had ap­
peared up  to the end of 
1995 us ing  s i l houette 
d rawi ngs by Wolfgang  
Schi ndler as i l l ustrations. 
M ichael 's comments were 
succi nct, perti nent  and  
made  with a n  economy of 
words which is the ha l l ­
mark of  h is  writi ng .  
Now with a new title, Crop Circles, rather than 
Corn Circles, this ed it ion has been complete ly 
rewritten with i l l ustrations of formations from 
1987 to the end of 1999, the updated entries 
d rawn by M ichae l .  It is in the same format as 
before - sma l l ,  brown paper wrapper and good 
value at £6.99.  
Where its strength l ies i s  i n  the s ign ifica ntly 
g reater understa nd ing which M ichael brings to his 
work. A clue to this understand ing is a brief 
remark in his I ntroduction, when Michael refers to 
the "hundreds of hours spent in the circles" and 
the "many times more than that spent with the 
circles at my drawing board". 
The process of tra nsferring i nformation from aeria l  
photographs and notes made when visiti ng forma­
tions to a sheet of paper has prod uced the i l l ustra­
tions used in this book.  This has ena bled M ichael 
to g rasp many i nsights to the orig ina l  creative 
development of the formations during the past few 
years. We a re fortu nate that he is able to descri be 
these for us  so wel l .  
Whi le mainta i n ing  that "to speculate o n  the iden­
tity of the Circlemakers is fruitless", Michael never­
theless contends that who or whatever is responsi­
ble has, on many occasions, produced "a work of 
art larger than a jumbo jet". 
It is this a nonym ity of creation which so i ntrigues 
many people d rawn inexora bly each sum mer to 
the fields of Southern England.  Qu ite often it is 
easy to become b lase with fa mi l ia rity; each yea r 
there are new wonders to be found,  new conclu­
sions to  be  d iscussed and new arguments to  enter. 
In doing somethi ng few have attempted - recreat­
ing the geometry, d iversity and i nventiveness of 
the formations to the degree of accu racy necessary 
to then g rasp the true sophistication of what we a l l  
witness, M ichael does us a g reat service. What we 
see in the fields is vastly more complex than just a 
bit of crushed corn, especial ly when it has to 
i nclude Eucl id 's second theorem!  
M ichael is aga in  speaking at The Glastonbu ry Sym-
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pos ium this yea r (28-30th Ju ly) when he wi l l  be 
descri b ing h is work and what he has uncovered 
dur ing those long hours· at his d rawing boa rd .  For 
exa mple, trying to d raw the 1999 Hackpen H i l l  
tri ple a rm swi rl Is  fa r more d ifficult than  it looks at  
first s ight.  If you a re u nable to  hear  M ichael this 
year, then buying this book would be a reasona ble 
a lternative. It has much to commend it. MA 

Crop Circles, by Mlchael Gllckman. Published by Wooden 
Books, 2000. ISBN: 1 902418 15 8 £6.99 Available through 
bookshops or from Nexus Magazine, 55 Queens Road, East Grin­
stead, West Sussex, RH19 1BG, UK. Tel: +44 (0)1342 322854; 
Fax: +44 (0)1342 324574 Email: nexus@ukoffice.u-net.com. 
Please add SOp p&p. Cheques payable to Nexus Magazine. 
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Produced by various breweries 

Reviewed by ANDY THOMAS 

As anyone who's 
ever spent any time 
at The Barge w i l l  
k now, excess ive 
d ri n k i n g  is  a 
favou rite hobby of 
many croppies, so 
how appropri ate 
that crop circles are 
now forever l i n ked 
with beer, as recent 
newspaper re ports 
( below) testify. 
A US brewery has 
h it  on the grand idea 
of us ing  i m ported 
ba rley g rown i n  
fie lds  w h i ch have 

previously had crop ci rcles, to make a rea l  a le .  
One assu mes the orig ina l  idea was to use g ra in  
from actua l formations, but  then that wou ldn 't go  
far when  one  th i n ks about i t .  Unfortu nately, none 
of this beer is yet ava i lab le to d ri n k  i n  the UK ( note 
to US brewery : review bottles very welcome). 
However, we a l ready have some crop circle beers 

of our own to check out, which predate, in name if 
not In concept, the America n idea . So we thought 
we'd better check them out .  
Fi rst up,  and first out by a l l  accou nts (spotted as 
early as 1 998, a pparently), is Hop Back Brewery's 
Crop Circle, descri bed as "a very clear, pale 
brimstone-coloured beer with wonderful thirst­
quenching properties". Wel l ,  on tast ing,  I ca n't 
rea l ly a rgue with that, though I have known 
stronger a les. Hang on,  let's try a bit more. 4 . 2% 
proof, eh? Th is a le is at least brewed in Source­
bury, sorry Sal isbury, so there is a k ind of Wi ltsh ire 
connection in there .  Th is is sold primari ly i n  
Tescos i f  y o u  w a n t  t o  look o u t  for i t .  Sorry, what 
was I saying? Anyway, yea h,  not too bad at a l l .  
I m i g h t  try a nother o f  those i n  a mi nute, b u t  next 
up  is Wychwood Brewery's Corn Circle. Not much 
of a true crop c ircle con necshion here, but get this 
- it's organic! Hey, let's get health-conscious with 
our fizzy gold necta r, eh? It's even got a British 
Shoil associash ion  'organ ic  sta ndard'  label  
sta mped on the front.  Wow. But they're a bit coy 
about the whole crop formashion thing here, with 
a bloddy scarecrow i n  the foreground instead of a 
ci rcle, which ca n j usht be seen only if you look 
carefu l ly at the backg rou nd .  
Sti l l ,  it don't ha l f  taste qu ite n ice. Bl i mey, th is  i s  
4 .  7% proof. hang on,  letsh try a b i t  more . . .  mm.  
Very, very n ice, a good ' body' to  i t ,  or something ,  
a n ice deep a m ber. Actua l la l ly, it  does say that 
the hops for it a re g rown in Kent, so there's a sort 
of c ircle th ing a bout it  when you consider ow many 
formshions Kent has had laet ly .  Descri bed as "a 
tantalising citrus aroma heralding a delightful malt 
flavour, rounded off with a spicy bittersweet fin­
ishhh", it's brewed u nder l icence to the bloddy 
Pri nce of Wales ! ! !  Charl ie boy, getting hooked up 
with all this c ircle lark; b l imey! 
Don't bel ieve me? Look at the bloddy bottle then ! 
D'ya wanna make soemthing of it, do ya? I' l l  ta ke 
y'a l l  on ,  come on you * * * *ers. I cou ld ave ya any 
day, and you can tel l  that * * * a rd * * * * *  if y'l i ke, I 
don't care. Did you j usht sp i l l  my pi nt? 
But no, rea l ly, no achtua l lay, you 're all me besht 
mates, no honesty! ,  come on, 'ave a bottle with 
me, goe arn nnn ,  '#b"(8ekfjk l ; fl 
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Crop circles give beer a mystic flavour 
A SMALL traditional maltster is bel� selected barley should not be mixed with clearly identifiable and traceable 
ing to produce a batch of unusual real crops frOm ordinary land. So fanu owner throughout the matting .process. That 
ale - �wed. .u&in& barler grown in Tim Carson, of AI ton Barnes, near is now complete and the. barley is being 
fields with crop circles. · 

Devizes, contacted his local maltings, transported to Califon1la for brewin(. 
Watminster Maltings in Wiltshire which still uses the traditional labour· The beer will not be available in this 

was ap� .bJ a J�U� � ·m�e method ol. �tl)e,�� country but Mr Garrau a;Wl he tlarmed 
an Amv.iQtn' tQbl.P&llY �PniSIIel! an vats -of w.ater; �4 ·then.. IPl'UdiD.i it on- to JD.ake..eve.ty·.effott·to visit.the.� interest. fn tbe �ey crown . ·in· . bl.S �the floo.t.to ensure getinioatioo. . . . Ji1aD brewery .to· try-it. Ha $iicl� "lt 'WJ,s 
numerous·.tDy$terioua fteld11. ·· 

Heact maltster Chris Garra� said that a - uili��e .Qlnment. tO : bave . this- . b�tci1 ' 
The CaUforniao·;based Crop Ci�le :· th� . Ametican , brewer. ·w•s i:n�i$�ent. 'jSolated antt'we lulew ltWd�ld �mmto 

Beer was . .anXious that its ��laity 'hat the �rop tirc)e;: barl�y should be something $Peeial�!.' 
· · · 
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THE 'GALAXY LEGACY' LEGACY . . .  
There has been a strong response to last 
issue 's article on the solar storm which coin­
cided with the date predicted by the 1994 
galaxy designs, and the s ignif icance of the 
number 11 to the sunspot cycle and crop 
formations .  These are some of the comments 
we 've received . . .  

I n  t h e  interests of o u r  shared atte m pts t o  try 
to understand the sign ifi ca n ce of the events of 
the 6th of April l a st, I wou l d  a lert readers to 
the J u n e  edition of the magazine Astronomy. 
The magazine m a kes a m a i n  feature of the 
conj u n ction of that n ight a n d  the accompany­
ing a u ro ra with some stun n i n g  pictures a n d  
s o m e  very interesti ng com ment ( if  you have a 
copy, see the Editori a l  a n d  then pages 28-3 1 ,  
a n d  fi n a l ly page 78) . There is su rprisi ng ly  n o  
mention of t h e  Cetus constel lation i n  w h ich 
the conj u n ction occu rred and, of course, not 
so s u rpris ingly,  of related cro p  formation s !  
My o w n  feel i ngs n o w  a re moving towards a 
bel ief that the m a kers of the West Stowe l l  
Ga laxy crop formation had the stu pendous 
abi l ity to forecast the a u ro ra occu rrence six 
years previously, and that the formation's true 
message was to accu rately give u s  the date 
and t ime of a very special  a n d  ra re event.  
Oth erwise, even m o re stu p e n d o u s l y ,  they 
must have a n  u n be l ieva ble a b i l ity to trigger 
off such things, perhaps someth i n g  l i ke the 
man ner i n  which we a re ab le  to trigger off 
ra infa l l  by spri n k l i n g  potent c louds with iod ide 
crysta l s .  M aybe potent s u nspots ca n be trig­
gered at wi l l  by some rad iated energy form 
completely beyon d  o u r  understa n d i n g ,  as so 
much of the phenomena associated with cro p  
formations certa i n ly is .  
The thing I now fi nd h a rdest to bel ieve is that 
the spectacular  a u ro ra i l l u strated i n  the As­
tronomy magazine was a p u re coincidence. 
The ' show' was too wel l  advertised back i n  
94/9 5 .  
W e  l ive i n  interesti ng times ! 

lack Su l l iva n, Crowborough, East Sussex 

I very m uch e njoyed your wel l  tho u g ht-out 
article i n  SC 90,  Galaxy Legacy, especi a l l y  the 
recu rrin g  i ncidence of the n u m ber 1 1 . Al­
though I a m  not a n u merolog ist I d o  have an 
interest i n  n u m be rs a n d  was m uch intri g u ed 
by the repetition of 1 1  in the tota l sola r ecl ipse 
of Aug ust 1 1th 1 999,  the repercussions of 
which a re now bei ng p layed out. I discovered 
that no matter how the date is added up it 
co mes to 1 1 .  When I was a d d i n g  them u p  
individ u a l l y  i t  c a m e  t o  38,  i e .  3 + 8 = 1 1 .  I 
accidenta l l y  pressed ' = '  a n d  got 5 6 ;  I fo u nd 
that by repeati ng this it contin ued to g ive 
d ig its which a d ded up to 1 1  - ad infi n itu m !  
I n cidenta l ly,  m y  clock-radio,  a t  a bout the ti m e  
y o u  spoke of i n  y o u r  a rticle (Michael Glick­
man 's CD player turned itself on at three in 
the morning) gave a loud bleep a n d  started 
b l ink ing ; I s leepi ly reset it, wonderi n g  what 
was g o i n g  o n ,  a n d  a friend of m i n e  h a d  
something s i m i l a r  h a p pe n .  

l o a n  A Good, Lon d o n, SW6 

Just read you r  a rticle i n  se - I have seen 
these 1 1 - 1 1  formations in an old CCCS book­
let. G uess what? I'm afra id I'm one of those 
1 1 - 1 1  people ( Have you heard of us?)  . . .  a n d  
what's m o re, co-incidenta l ly ,  we h a v e  a nother 
member of o u r  g ro u p  who's  a lso one ! We've 
both been seeing 1 1 - 1 1  i n  a m u ltiple of ways 
since the 70's.  
The day Kent's first 2000 formation ca m e  
down,  2 5th of the 4 t h  ( 2  + 5 + 4 = 1 1 ) ,  I w a s  
lectu ring i n  Rochester on the s u bject of 1 1 - 1 1 .  
O n  the night that you tipped u s  off a bout the 
formation at Fa rn i n g h a m ,  I first g l i m psed it at 
the roadside, exactly at the sa m e  time that 
the c h u rch bells ra n g  - I looked at m y  watch 
and it was 8 . 3 0  ( 8  + 3 + 0 = 1 1 ) ! !  

Gra ham Tucker, Kent, via e-mai l  

Firstly, I h a v e  t o  com ment o n  Pa u l  Westley's 
Se 90 a rticle Anatomy of an Astrogram. Pity 
it took h i m  seven years (that n u m ber agai n )  
t o  s p i l l  the beans o n  w h a t  h e  o bserved . B u t  at 
least it b u rned its way i nto his memory with 
such vivacity .  I seem to rem e m ber a m e m ber 
of our psychic circ le saying something about 
having o n ce seen a glowing o bject over the 
sea which appeared to be 'spreading l ig ht' l i ke 
ferti l iser.  My g u id e  Joeb said at the ti m e : 
" This was making s mall adjustments to the 
planet's energy grid. " Someth i n g  l i ke that. 
Pity we don't seem to see m a ny of 'em . 
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You may wel l  have a concrete c lue to the 
circles in the Galaxy Legacy a rticle . . .  but there 
again .  The crop circle phenomenon is exactly 
l i ke psychic phenomena : you can not a ppear 
to recreate 'experi ments' . It's l i ke it's p laying 
games with u s .  You know it exists - but try 
provi ng it. For i nsta nce, a scientist may know 
mathematically that a p la net exists a ro u n d  a 
certa in sta r system but has to wait for it to be 
fou n d .  You mention the ' master sequence' 
from 11 to 77. I don't have to point out that 
this is the magical  ' 7 ' ,  the n u m ber of change.  
If I ' m  rig ht, by the year 2 0 1 4  ( i s h )  a l l  the 
courier ( energy) l ines w i l l  be at their pea k a nd 
all over the p la net. I sti l l  feel ( a s  you d o )  that 
the circles a re portents of c h a n g e .  But how 
do you change people's t h i n ki n g  at a stroke? ! 
There might i ndeed be a l i n k  between the s u n ,  
t h e  crop circles a n d  o u r  evol ution ,  i n  fact you 
can bank on it. There is a lot more to the hole 
in the ozone layer than m eets the eye . You 
ca n bet that as fa r a s  the Earth M other is 
concerned it's a case of "Here we g o  aga i n " .  
J o h n  Lee Hooker at 3 . 00 a m ?  Now that's a 
blast!  I th i n k  you may wel l  have a kind of 
acknowledgement on you r  hands . . .  or some 
soul is crying out to be free. 

Paul Bura, Cemaes Bay, Ang lesey 

MEDWAY MUSINGS 
Do we d a re flatter o u rselves by suggesting 
that the i n creasing a m o u nt of crop circles i n  
Kent is t o  d o  with a l o c a l  g rowi ng awareness 
of them? Five of us started meeti ng on a 
reg u l a r  basis a couple of years a g o .  We have 
now formed M edway Cro p  Circle (see article 
on page 13 ) ,  which is a ra pid ly expa nding 
gro u p .  Are the Circlema kers a n sweri ng o u r  
endless q uestions by rewa rd ing u s  w i t h  a lot 
of local formations o r  is somethi n g  entirely 
different going on? 
Last yea r, w h i l st dowsing the rem a i ns of the 
Borsta l formation which the very a n g ry fa rmer 
cut down j u st a couple  of days after it ap­
peared,  leavi ng the rest of the fie ld u n cut, it 
occu rred to me that it a n d  two other Kent 
formations have been located n ext to the 
channel tunnel ra i l  l i n k, w h ich is b u l ldozing its 
way through the 'Gard e n  of E n g l a n d ' .  I nci­
denta l ly,  the l i n k  is a lso fo l lowing the Pi lgri m 's 
Way footpath - n ice work chaps!  The rest of 
the ci rcles cou l d  be fo u n d  close to other 
important things l ike a ncient m o n u m e nts etc. 

1 8  S e  91, Ju/y!Aug 2000 

Am I being para noid by saying that it seems 
that many things such as power l ines, su bsta ­
tions, M O D  property a n d  now the ra i l  l i n k, 
w h ich surely m ust ca rry negative energy, are 
p laced next to or on leyl ines, sacred sites a n d  
a n cient m o n u ments? Is t h i s  d o n e  on p u r­
pose? Who decides where such things are 
put? S u rely p lacing things l i ke this on M other 
Earth's finely tuned m e rid ians m ust d o  some­
th i n g  which is not entirely desirable? 
I n  Kent,  a lot of a n o m a lous phenomena has 
been seen i n  the last couple of years, together 
with a see m i n g l y  i n creasing n u m ber of crop 
circles.  Are these l ig hts a n d  circles replacing 
or reba la ncing l ost o r  negative energy, of 
which we know very l ittl e  about? Is Kent 
under threat? Are there so many formations 
in Wi ltsh i re beca use it is s u bject to a vast 
a mount of m i l ita ry tra i n i n g ?  How deep does 
this thing go? Are we the h u m a n  race rea l l y  
b e i n g  ta rgeted o r  m a ni p u lated by a negative 
force that is trying to po l l ute the Eart h 's a n d  
o u r  energy? Is t h a t  what the circles a re trying 
to te l l  us? W h y  does the g overn ment refuse 
to look at the Wi ltshire fie lds from sate l l ites to 
see how this a mazin g ,  see m i n g l y  interactive 
a n d  m i nd - b o g g l i n g  force does its stuff or 
i ndeed if it is j ust a few pra n ksters? There 
m u st be a reas o n .  

A n n  Pedersen, Kent, via e-mai l  

A DILLER, A DOLLAR . . .  

Loo k  at t h e  ' G reat S e a l  of America', both 
sides, as o n  a Dol l a r  bi l l .  When they a re 
su peri m posed on each other, we have an eye 
with i n  a triangle,  with i n  a hexagon, with in a 
circle - s imi lar  to J u ne's formation at Beck­
h a m pton (see p9). For m o re on the Great 
Sea l ,  see http://www .greatsea l . com/ For the 
con nection between the G reat Seal and Sirius,  
and 2 0 1 2 ,  see http://www.qeocitie s . co m/ 
Area5 1/N ebu la/9 1 72/d o l l a r. html 

Geoff Stray, Hastings, East Sussex 

FOR PETE'S SAKE 
Va pid new-aged witteri n g s !  
What a l o a d  o f  Boi l  ox y o u  people spew out . . .  

Pete G lasto n b u ry, Wi ltshire, via e-mail  

LAYS: What fun cropples have had with th is  amusing 
term through the ages. Simply walk Into The Barge 
and say "was it a good lay?" to someone when they 
start going on about the latest formation, and there 
will be a guaranteed laugh, nudge or "ooer-mlssus" 
from someone. Really, you can't go wrong with this 
ever-dependable accessory to a good time In those 
long summer evenings and it should be deployed at 
every opportunity. However, g iven the amount of 
writhing human flesh spotted In al l sorts of positions 
over the years In various supposedly secluded forma­
tions, be prepared, on activating the old "was it a 
good lay?" wheeze, to get an occasional stra ight "yes" 
from red-faced, sweaty-looking couples with far-away 
looks In their eyes. Also be prepared for the party­
pooper - usually a newcomer to the scene - who 
answers a straight "yes" to the question and goes on 
to yawn everyone to death In g reat detail about 
crops, magic bends, S-shape swirls and layers Instead 
of doing the decent thing and playing along with the 
joke. Have noth ing to do with these people. Unless, 
of course, they are actually ta lking about sex, In 
which case ask more about their magic bends fast. 

LEVENGOOD: Emergency mantra used by victims In 
extreme moments of full debunk attack. Gibbering 
restlessly In fear, back against the wall as the Skeptlc 
moves In for the ki l l ,  the prey will suddenly blurt out 
" ... Levengood ! "  The effect of this move can be 
dramatic, stopping Inexperienced Skeptlcs In their 
tracks, as the prey follows up its alarm ca l l  with a 
series of staccato noises along the l ines of "bent 
nodes! - expulsion cavities! - seedhead mutations! -
H-glaze! - cell wa l l  pitting!  - Physiologia Plantarum ! ". 
The momentary doubt set up In the mind of the 
Skeptic can be enough to al low the prey to break free 
and confuses other less determined predators. 
(Warning : this doesn't always work, particularly when 
attacked by the Lungebird and Kickingson species. )  * 

LEYS: Not to be confused with ' lays' (qv), although 
a similar, though less common, gigg le-generating 
wheeze can be used when addressing dowsers as In 
"did you get a ley?", provoking at the very least a 
Roger Moore-style raised eyebrow. Of course many 
arguments rage as to whether leys or ley-lines exist 
or not, and those who do believe In  them often can't 
seem to decide whether they're ta lking about 'energy 
l ines', as in Invisible, natural electricity-type thlngles, 
or true leys, which are physical al ignments In the 
landscape. If challenged, dowsers usually get around 
this by stating that ley l ines follow the course of 
energy lines, ta lking an imatedly as pendu lums are 
excitedly swung and rods twiddled In front of ques­
tioning eyes, hypnotising to the point where no-one 

More next issue! ! !  

can th ink straight anymore and the exact nature of 
the orig inal enquiry Is forgotten .  The 'twlddlerod' 
manoeuvre (also known as 'the pendu lswlng') ,  as it 
has become known, was first deployed by students of 
Alfred Watklns who'd already forgotten his real theo­
ries, and has proved a useful d istraction from straight 
answers ever since. 

L!VE TV: Sadly now kaput cable TV station on which 
an Interview with Mlchael Gl ickman once followed on 
from their flagship programme Topless Darts, a 
gameshow where pneumatic ladies (funbags on fu l l  
display) thrust large phall ic projecti les at a target on 
some beach somewhere. Less successful was a 
follow-up series attempting to cater for the ladies, 
Lunchbox Volleyball, in which tal l  men with big, er, 
lunchboxes cavorted around a net in skin-tight 
shorts. Meanwhile, news bul letins would be livened 
up by the appearance of the 'News Bunny', a fluffy 
puppet which would react appropriately to the serious 
issues of the day. You think we're making this up, 
don't you? If only we were. L!ve TV did, however, 
manage to produce a not-bad-actually series entitled 
The Why Files (geddit?) , In which crop circles fea­
tured fairly regularly. Unfortunately, it was also this 
crew that once managed to lose a whole painstaking 
day's footage of cropple interviews because the sound 
person ... forgot to turn the sound on . 

LOCKERIDGE: A bizarre area of Wi ltshire which, 
rather l ike The Kennetts (see last Issue), seems to 
fluctuate wildly In size and border depending on who 
documents any crop formations appearing in the 
general area. Overal l ,  for many, 'Lockeridge' Is taken 
to be the large area of land between the A4 and Alton 
Barnes, although purists then spoil things by Insisting 
on using fiddly little place names l ike Furze Hil l, West 
Woods, etc. Come on, we all know the real truth of 
things - north of Alton Barnes, but not as far as the 
Who'd a Thought it pub? Lockerldge. South of West 
Kennett Long Barrow and that vague area which 
might or might not be West Overton? Go for Lock­
eridge every time. Wel l ,  nearly every time. Was the 
'Lockerldge whale' of 1991 universally known as the 
'West Woods whale'? No, it was not. Yet, sudden ly 
the 'dragon' which appeared In the same field In 1998 
was described as being at the new-fangled 'West 
Woods'. Ha ! - it'll always be Lockerldge to old hands. 
Even If it's wrong . 

LUMINOSITIES: Little l ights which famously dance 
around crop formations In the sum mer months, 
BOLS, 'amber gamblers', ca ll them what you wi l l .  
'Dandelion seeds' Is one term which has been used . 
'Balls' is another. However, videos prove their real­
Ity. Apart from the Ol iver's Castle sequence, which 
Is, of course, cobblers, as any discern ing researcher 
knows. Despite the proper proof which does exist, it 
Is a fascinating curio that so many of these luminosi ­
ties are seen by people leaving The Barge at ten pints 
past midnight. It's an amazing thing - these obvi­
ously sentient globes have the power to home in on 
bralnwaves altered by fermented sugars, enabling 
those transformed to be taken to other plains of 
existence, enabling ful l  visibil ity of said ba lls. Won­
ders wil l never cease! ! !  DS 
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I am aware that my frequent rai lings (or 
perha ps sn ip ings would be a better word) agai nst 
the noisy games of Her Majesty's army tend to 
upset a few readers, so I promise never ever to 
mention it aga in .  ( Un less they mistakenly nuke 
Devizes as part of their "ma noeuvres" . )  
Sal isbury Pla i n  seems to  have acqu i red a new -
even bigger - piece of art i l lery ,  and our boys 
sim ply love playing with it. In my i nnocent way, I 
thought the bangs we had been heari ng were as 
loud as a nyone cou ld  need but, in the last few 
weeks, the re lentless wal lops l itera l ly shake the 
windows of hapless loca l residents ( l i ke me). A 
local church reportedly had a large pictu re fa l l  off 
the wa l l .  Sti l l ,  we shou ldn 't moa n .  It is reassu ring 
to know that we can qu ickly see off those Serbs I 
Iraqis 1 Argenti n ians I Gypsies I Unmarried Moth­
ers 1 Bogus  Asyl u m  Seekers or  whoever th is  
week's enemy happens to be.  
I heard on the news, and I swear this is true, that 
the Navy, hoping to save money, have decided not 
to use rea l  shel ls in their fi ri ng practice. Their 
shel ls cost £649 a pop, which I assume to be 
pea nuts when compared with the megatonnage 
they use on the Pla in. Navy gunners ( please 
bel ieve me) are now using bla n ks and are ex­
pected to say " Bang"  when they pu l l  the stri ng .  

But  back to the rea l  world .  Th is is an  unusual 
season .  The weather through Apri l and May was 
awfu l ,  and though we know that the circles a ppear 
whenever they wish, an  air of courageous accep­
tance seemed to descend. "We are in for a slow 
season , "  people sa id,  adding l i ke brave l ittle sol ­
d iers (see above) " But of  course it doesn't matter! 
Whatever we get wil l  be welcome." 

I n  this area, there was the slow bui ld up  of the 
triangle- in-the-ring theme. Contentiously, and I 
expect many wou ld  say predicta bly, I am con­
vi nced this was a perfect fol low u p  to last yea r's 
Avebury triang le .  No.  I don't bel ieve it was a 
hoax. Yes, I do th ink the Daily Mail was lying and 
yes, I base this opi nion on deta i led work and 
ana lysis. But I d igress! 
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The real booster was to arrive on 18 June when we 
had the remarka ble Windmi l l  H i l l  formation ( p1 1 )  
which was the most assured g raphic expression of 
three-dimensiona l l ty that the ci rcles have ever 
demonstrated . On the same day, on Bishop's 
Ca nn ings Down,  a nother 3-D formation appeared 
(p1 1 ). In  this case, standard perspective d rawing 
was employed rather tha n the Windmi l l  Hi l l  Op-art .  
But they were both tota l ly i ncom prehensi ble from 
the g rou nd .  Aeria l  photographs, or accurate d raw­
i ngs showed an impl ied sol id i ty that we had never 
seen before. Bishops Ca nn i ngs might be viewed as 
three starfish cl i n g i ng to a g ra pefru it .  If you look 
carefu l ly you will see that two of the legs (arms? 
l imbs? appendages?) of each d isappear around the 
back of the sphere whi le  the central leg in the 
foreg rou nd is g racefu l ly  ang led sideways into a n  
exq uisite composition .  
The bea utifu l  South F ie ld  formation (p12) d id not 
aspire to the sol id ity of its s ib l i ngs, but it had other 
del ightfu l featu res .  The sixteen spokes which 
sepa rated the rad ia l  leaves na rrowed as they 
swept inwards.  They converged to the centre with 
a precision which I had never witnessed . 
Th is formation was qu ickly pronou nced a hoax. 
We can relax i nto the secu rity of knowing that 
some thi ngs never change. The usual gu l l ib le 
buffoons made their  pronou ncements based on 
absolutely noth i ng more than c la ims by the usual 
gl ib confidence tricksters . Th is pathetic ritua l  
wou ld be laughable if it were not  for the hundreds, 
i f  not thousands, - of people who are so g rievously 
misled each season . . .  

. . .  And one of those people is Farmer Naug hton of  
Bishops Ca nn i ngs, who last year  brought h is com­
bine to  cut  out the  lovely seven-fold ' basket' rather 
tha n leave it for people to enjoy. Th is year, to the 
aston ishment of a l l ,  he put up an honesty box and 
opened the field . 
I visited h i m  to than k  h im and to ta ke h im a 
photogra ph and d rawing of h is  new formation 
(p1 0), which to me is one of the most a rticu late 
geometrical desig ns we have ever had . He sa id 
that he had wa nted to cut i t  out i mmed iately, but 
h is wife persuaded h im,  aga i nst h is better judge­
ment, to a l low people in. 
He g lanced at the picture, but was a nxious to let 
me know that he sti l l  thought it was done by 
va ndals.  I suggested then that he and I go 
im med iately half a m i le down the road to the 
Wi ltsh ire Consta bu lary Headquarters. We cou ld 
ask why, as predictable acts of damage to property 
take place every yea r i n  a l i m ited area and with in  
a defi ned season,  they have never made an  arrest. 
I told h im that I was able to su pply the names both 
of ind ividuals who cla im to cause this damage and 
"researchers" who a id  and promote them. 
He was not too keen on that idea.  I wonder why 
not? MG 
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